
Citing Sources Using APA Manual (6th ed.) 
 

IN-TEXT CITATION  
McPherson (2007) raised issues of motivation in reading. 

Another study raised issues of motivation in reading (McPherson, 2007).  

Quinlan, Jones, Byron, and Montgomery (2008) stated… 

Quinlan et al. (2008) observed…. 

(et al. is used after first use when there are three or more authors)  

See APA manual, p. 177 

 

PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN TEXT 

(Quinlan, Jones, Byron, & Montgomery, 2008) or (Quinlan et al., 2008)  

 

One work by six or more authors: 

Wienhorst et al. (2009) or (Wienhorst et al., 2009)  

See APA manual p. 175 

 

DIRECT QUOTE 

McPherson (2007) coined the phrase “goblet of motivation” (p. 71).  

or 

The phrase that aptly describes the impact on reading is “goblet of motivation” 

(McPherson, 2007,  p. 71).  

See APA, Chapter 6, p. 171 

 

Block quote (40 words or more): 

Students at Nova Southeastern University have faced challenges in learning how to use 

APA formatting. When discussing the challenges, Strunk (1922) stated: 

 

Use quotes around an article title or book chapter, but italicize the title of a book,  

journal, brochure, or report when used in the body of the paper.  Use a short title  

in the parenthetical citation or complete title if the title is short. NOTE Non-

periodical titles like books and book titles have all the important words capitalized 

in the text  citations, but these same book titles do not have all the important 

words capitalized in the reference list. (p. 342) 

 

Callahan (2001), however, says …. 

 

CITING OF FULL-TEXT HTML RESOURCES 

In another case, Scanlon, Gallego, Duran, and Reyes (2005) found that the results should 

be “based on assumptions that individuals are capable of self-directed and self-initiated 

learning” (Methods section, para. 7). 

or 

“The qualitative research methods discussed by Durango were challenged by Bambang 

and Totonumu” (Pival,Falcao, & Quinlan, 2009, “Problems with Qualitative Research,” 

para. 5). 

See APA (6th ed.), p. 172 
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REFERENCE LIST 

Article with DOI assigned-Electronic Articles 
Stultz, J. (2006). Integrating exposure therapy and analytic therapy in trauma treatment.   

 American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 76(4), 482–488. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.76.4.482  

 (See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 199, #1-2) 

 

Article with no DOI assigned-Electronic Articles 
Stanley, T. J., & Schultz, N. S. (2006). Emotional intelligence and self-esteem mediate between  

perceived early parental love  and adult happiness. E-Journal of Applied Psychology, 

2(2),38–48. Retrieved from http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php/ejap/article/view/71/100    

 (See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 199, #3) 

 

Website–magazine, journal or newspaper article. See APA manual (6th ed.), p. 200, #8 

Reed, M. L. (2000). Algebraic structure of genetic inheritance. Bulletin of the American  

Mathematical Society, 34, 107-130. Retrieved from http://www.ams.org/bull/1997-34-02 

 

Entire book--Electronic Book 
O’Keefe, E. (n.d.). Egoism & the crisis in Western values. Available from  

http://www.onlineoriginals.com/showitem.asp?itemID=135 

 (See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 203, #19) 

 

Book by a single author-Printed Book 
Chitty, D. (2003). Do lemmings commit suicide? Beautiful hypotheses and ugly facts.  

New York, NY: Oxford University Press.    

 

Book with editors 

Moen, P., Elder, G., & Luscher, K. (Eds.). (1995). Examining lives in context: Perspectives on  

the ecology of human development. Washington, DC: American Psychological 

Association of human development.  

 

Book chapter-Electronic Book 
Mitchell, H. W. (1913). Alcoholism and the alcoholic psychoses. In W. A. White & S. E. Jelliffe 

(Eds.), The modern treatment of nervous and mental diseases (Vol. 1, pp. 287–330). 

Retrieved from PsycBOOKS database. 

  (See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 204, #25) 

 

Online encyclopedia 
Graham, G. (2005). Behaviorism. In E. N. Zalta (Ed.), The Stanford encyclopedia of philosophy.  

Retrieved January 28, 2007, from http://plato.stanford.edu 

(See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 205, #30)  

 

Data set 
Pew Hispanic Center. (2004). Changing channels and crisscrossing cultures: A survey of Latinos  

on the news media [Data file and code book].  

Available from Pew Hispanic Center Web site: http://pewhispanic.org/datasets/ 

 (See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 211, #54) 
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Graphic representation of data 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2005). [Interactive map showing percentage of  

respondents reporting “no” to, During the past month, did you participate in any physical 

activities?]. Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System.  

Retrieved from http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/gisbrfss/default.aspx  

 (See APA Style Guide 6
th

 ed. p. 210, #53)  

 

Annual report 
Pearson PLC. (2005). Reading allowed: Annual review and summary financial statements 2004.  

Retrieved from http://www.pearson.com/investor/ar2004/pdfs/summary_report_2004.pdf    

  (See APA Style Guide to Electronic References, p. 18)  

 

Interview–conducted by the researcher 

Interviews, emails, and telephone conversations are personal communications, which are 

only cited in the text of the paper, not in the reference list.  

See APA (6th ed.), p 179, 6.20 

 

Example 1. T. K. Lutes (personal communication, October 27, 2009) 

Example 2. (V. G. Nguyen, personal communication, September 1, 2008) 

 

Film or video recording 

Carr, P. (Producer), & Sommers, S. (Director). (2004). The mummy [DVD]. New York, NY:  

MCA Universal Home Video. 

 See APA manual (6th ed.), p. 209, #49 

 

Television program–broadcast  

Garwood, S. (Producer). (1998, December 31). EastEnders [Television program]. Clarksville,  

MD: BBC America. 

See APA manual (6th ed.), p. 210, #50 

 

Video blog post.   
Ramdial, S. F. (2007, August 3). The IRB process [Video file]. Retrieved from  

http://www.you_tube.com/group/watch?v=Xkas43nsu_IRB  

See APA manual (6th ed.), p. 215, #77 

 

Message posted to a newsgroup, online forum, blog posting, or discussion group 
Johnson, D. F. (2009, April 3). Problems accessing information [Online forum comment or  

electronic mailing list message or Web log message].  

Retrieved from http://groups /google.com/group/sci.psyc.hyposis/ 

 See APA manual (6th ed.), pp. 214-215 

 

Unpublished raw data.   
Supta, F., & Khan, K. (2009). [Citations from doctoral dissertation reference lists]. 

Unpublished raw data.  

See APA manual (6th ed.), p. 212, #60 

 


