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Dear Dual Admission Students,
In light of some of the recent events, we hope 
that you are all safe and healthy and settling 
into your new academic environments.  
With classes fully transitioning to online 
delivery, we are confident that you will be 
able to flourish the rest of the semester.  We 
encourage you to keep working hard in all 
of your courses, and use the same successful 
study habits you always have, while also picking up a few new 
ones.  Our university resources will continue to be available 
remotely.  President Hanbury recently shared the following 
communication from Dean Williams listing some of these 
resources and we encourage you to use them:  nova.edu/prmc/
communications/images/student-service-letter.pdf.   
In addition, a lot of information and resources are available to 
dual admission students at the following web page and related 
links: nova.edu/undergraduatestudies/dual-admit.
While we may be unable to deliver some of the on campus events 
we have been planning this semester, we plan on sending out 
additional reminders and resources as the semester progresses.  
In the meantime, our transitioning students are getting ready 
to enter their graduate/professional program this year and 
others are preparing for the upcoming application process and 
exam deadlines in order to effectively transition next year, and I 
encourage them to stay on track with application deadlines and 
use all available resources to reach required test scores. Some 
of you are in your second year and fine tuning your skills as a 
college student and exploring options at the university, which 
will support your professional and personal goals. And many of 
you are finishing your first year, where you are hopefully learning 
a lot about yourself as a college student and are now ready to take 
your college experience to a higher level of academic success and 
engagement. We are thrilled to have a group of dual admission 
students serving as dual admission student ambassadors for the 
second year.  I wish you a strong finish to the semester!
Saul Sztam, Ed.D. 
Assistant Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies
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DUAL ADMISSION AMBASSADORS

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Hello Dual Admission Students!
I hope mid-terms went well and your Spring break was even better. As we are all very aware by now, 
NSU is operating remotely and students have transitioned to fully online classes due to the COVID-19 
virus and for everyone’s well-being. As a result, the Dual Admission Office has postponed and 
canceled many of the events we planned on offering this term. I would like to thank our 2019-2020 Dual 
Admission Ambassadors for their hard work and effort to make your dual admission experience an 
even better one this year. I know we will come out of this public health crisis stronger and more unified. 
I hope that you still feel connected to NSU as we are still fully operating (remotely), but here to help in 
any way that we can. I wish you, your friends, rommates, and family members healthy wishes. 

Go Sharks, Fins Up!

Desiree Rivera, M.A. 
Dual Admission Newsletter Editor and Dual Admission Ambassador Advisor 

Your 2019-2020 Dual Admission 
Ambassadors worked hard to develop 
and execute events they felt you would 
benefit from. Along with support from 
the Dual Admission program and Career 
Development, they helped host the Five 
Pillars of Pre-Health and Internship 
and Job Search workshop last Fall.
If you are interested in becoming a  
Dual Admission Ambassador for the  
2020–2021 year, applications will be sent 
to all Dual students early August 2020.

The Five Pillars of Pre-Health and Internship job search workshops tailored information to students on 
how to obtain a job, internship, and/or a shadowing experience in their desired field. 

Pictured is our 2019–2020 Dual Admission Ambassador group

from our Fall 2019 WorkshopsHighlights

DUAL ADMISSION AMBASSADORS

Hosted by the Dual Admission Office, Career Development, and your Dual Admission Ambassadors
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PROGRAM
SPOTLIGHT

Master of Science in Marine Science
The marine biology program has a lot of 
contacts outside the university for internships 
as well as job placement. One local group 
(which has national connections) is the 
South Florida Association of Environmental 
Professionals (sfaep.org). We have a student 
membership group on campus and most of 
the board members are NSU alumni. This May 
the National Association of Environmental 
Professionals is being hosted in Fort Lauderdale. 

If students are interested in working in the 
non-profit world of environmental education, 
we have the Marine Environmental Education 
Center (MEEC). The MEEC gives students 
the opportunity to work in animal husbandry 
(caretaking) of turtles (land, fresh, and sea), education (of all ages), and business (marketing as well as retail). The 
MEEC also has a connection with local artists who work in creating beautiful works from debris found on the 
local beaches. 

Students are welcome to take (and keep) one professional outfit and borrow 
one accessory free of charge for interviews, networking events and more!

 *You must attend a career advising appointment or drop-in advising session 
in order to schedule a Career Closet appointment*

Razor’s Career Closet in now located in our 
Horvitz Career Advising Office. 

Dress to impress! Schedule your Razor’s 
Career Closet appointment today by selecting 
the “Razor’s Career Closet” appointment 
type on your Handshake account. 

MOVED!

https://cnso.nova.edu/carpenter-house-meec/index.html
https://cnso.nova.edu/carpenter-house-meec/index.html
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As an alumnus of NSU, you have access to a wide range of exclusive resources, from special discounts to networking tools. 
NSU’s Alumni Association can give you a competitive advantage to help you work better and live better. Don’t turn in your 
fins - be a part of NSU’s Alumni Association and stay a shark for life. 

ORDER YOUR 
CLASS OF 2020 
MEMORABILIA! 

Text ‘NSUGRAD’ to 41444  
to order yours today or visit 

bit.ly/NSUFLgrad

Visit www.nova.edu/alumni to learn more.

$10 
Lapel Pin 

$20.20 NSU Medallion 
(Special designs are also available for 

Halmos, Nursing, and Psychology)

NSU ALUMNI BENEFITS INCLUDE:

Items can be picked up before commencement 
or on the day of your ceremony.

• NSU Bookstore (prior to ceremony)
• Shark Store in the UC (prior to ceremony) 
• NSU Alumni Table (day of ceremony)

Read below to see some benefits available to you as an NSU alumni
WINTER SEMESTER = GRADUATION FOR MANY OF YOU!
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Hello, hope everyone has had a productive yet exciting academic year. I am a senior in the 
dual Dental Medicine track planning to transition in 2020. This past summer I participated 
in molecular medicine research at Scripps Research in their BLEU program, submitted 
my dental application, and completed a community engagement at Caridad Center Dental 
Clinic. 

During the 2018-2109 school year, I was given the exciting opportunity to serve on the dual admission student advisory council as 
a Dual Admission Ambassador. As ambassadors, we mostly use our voices to make changes in the dual community which made 
it a rewarding experience. I highly encourage others to join due to the way it develops you as a student. Being an ambassador 
pushes you to engage with diverse groups of people, encourages creative thinking, and develops your leadership skills. Serving as 
an ambassador makes you see the importance of having an interconnected dual community and encourages you to enhance the 
experience for other dual students. 

As the academic semester is beginning, I’m making sure all my requirements are in good standing for my transition and I suggest 
current dual students to do the same. If you have questions about your requirements or any doubts, don’t be afraid to ask. My best 
advice for dual students is to simply focus on what you’re passionate about. I know during the school year it can be stressful with 
exams and other commitments but if you take the time to explore your vocation/dual program further, it may just give you extra 
motivation to pursue your career goals. Being in the Dual Admission program specifically gives a variety of opportunities that 
wouldn’t be available elsewhere, like the ability to network with faculty and students in the graduate program. So step out of your 
comfort zone as it’s the best way to grow! I hope to see all the returning and new dual admission students on campus. If you see me 
around campus be sure to stop by and say hello!” 

I am a freshman in the Dual Osteopathic Medicine pathway. This summer, 
I will be traveling to Pakistan for 1 month to volunteer/intern in 3 hospital in 
Islamabad, Lahore and Murree/Kashmir. During this time, I will be doing rotations in 
3 departments in Islamabad and Lahore: Emergency Medicine, pediatrics  and Internal 
Medicine. These 3 fields in Medicine are the ones that interest me the most, therefore, 
I want to experience them more in the different environment of Pakistan to see what would be a good match for me. 

I’m very excited about this experience as the base of my interest in medicine started when I heard about Doctors Without 
Borders in middle school. As a global citizen who pays attention to what’s going on in the world, I was in awe of how Doctors 
save lives in places that need it the most. This made me want to pursue medicine as I saw it as  a way to express compassion 
and empathy and also make a direct impact on the lives of others. One day, I hope to be a part of a program such as Doctors 
without Borders . However, suitable shadowing experiences in lesser privileged world countries were hard to find as mentors 
such as my cousin, who is a practicing physician in Pakistan, warned me about the Sanitation and spread of disease in hospitals 
and medical facilities in lesser equipped countries. After some research and shadowing requests, I was able to find hospitals 
which are well equipped in this regard and also offered me an opportunity to shadow/volunteer. 

I hope my experiences this summer will gear me towards better understanding what 
the profession of medicine requires. Moreover, I hope to get a better understanding of 
how doctors practice medicine, especially when they face challenges such as shortage 
of materials and basic necessities. Lastly, I hope to gain new insights, make new friends, 

Jasmin Tarakmi, Senior, Dual Admission, Dental Medicine

Faraz Zia, Freshman, Dual Admission, Osteopathic Medicine



DUAL ADMISSION NEWSLETTER  •  Winter 2020 Volume 2, Issue 4 PAGE 6

Are you participating in research, study abroad, a conference, etc? We’d love to share your experience with our dual 
admission community.  If you’d like to share your experience and a relevant photo, please contact Desiree Rivera at 
drivera@nova.edu for more information.

The Dual Admission Office  
is located in Carl DeSantis 

Building, Fourth Floor
nova.edu/undergraduate/academics/

dual-admission

WE’D LIKE TO FEATURE 
YOU

https://www.nova.edu/undergraduate/academics/dual-admission/
https://www.nova.edu/undergraduate/academics/dual-admission/

