




The President, Board of Trustees, Administration, Faculty, 

and Staff congratulate you on this very special day. 

Today’s commencement exercise is the culmination of your 

hard work and intellectual effort, which should be duly 

noted and publicly recognized. May all of your dreams and 

wishes bring forth a prosperous future. Congratulations!





Don Taft University Center

Davie, Florida

Thursday, the Eleventh of May, Two Thousand and Seventeen
Two-Thirty in the Afternoon

Nova Southeastern University

2017 Shepard Broad College of Law 
Commencement Ceremony



The Academic Procession
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Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials
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Order of Exercises

Prelude

Processional

	 Crown Imperial (1937)......................................................................................................Walton

Convening the Commencement...................................................................................Silvia Flores, M.D. 
Grand Marshal 

Member of the Board of Trustees

Presiding Officer............................................................................................George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

*Star Spangled Banner................................................................................................................Key/Smith

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Welcoming and Introductions...............................................................................Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Opening Remarks................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II

Dean’s Remarks............................................................................................................ Jon M. Garon, J.D. 
Dean, Shepard Broad College of Law

Introduction of Student Speaker.......................................................................................... Jon M. Garon

Address on Behalf of the Graduates...........................................................................Maxwell H. Sawyer 
J.D. Class of ’17

Introduction of Student Speaker.......................................................................................... Jon M. Garon

Address on Behalf of the Graduates.......................................................Cornethia Chadwick Sanderson 
Master’s Degree Class of ’17

Conferring of Honorary Degree 
Doctor of Laws........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony.
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Commencement Address............................................................................................... James E. C. Perry 
Florida Supreme Court Justice 

(Biographical sketch in back of program)

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees...........................................................................Ralph V. Rogers

Hooders...........................................................Ronald Benton Brown, Megan Chaney, Phyllis Coleman,  
Michael Flynn, Elena Marty-Nelson, Debra Moss Curtis 

College of Law Professors

Conferral of Degrees............................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II

Farewell................................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement...........................................................................................Silvia Flores

*Nova Southeastern University Anthem.....................................................................................Cavanaugh

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern! 
Bright sun shining new; 
Radiant star of our morning, 
Ever rising, true;

May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide 
and thy love a beacon strong, 
as throughout the world we spread thy name 
joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater, 
By thy light imbue, 
Service, honor, loyalty, 
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!

*Recessional

	 La Rejouissance.................................................................................................................. Handel 
From Music for the Royal Fireworks

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony.
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Juris Doctor Candidates

Krystal A. Acosta*............................... Weston, Florida
Michael W. Anon*..............Southwest Ranches, Florida
Shayna Sara Aronson.....................Fort Myers, Florida
Carlos Arzabe..........................Lighthouse Point, Florida
Calvin Conrad Austin.................... Hollywood, Florida
Natalie Marie Badillo......................... Miramar, Florida
Ananda H. Balroop.........................Plantation, Florida
Agustin Barbara.............................. Hollywood, Florida
Alison P. Barbiero***.............. Old Tappan, New Jersey
Julia Ann Barrett**...............................Jupiter, Florida
Timo Becker............................ Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Michael Devon Beharry.........................Miami, Florida
Gabriela Beltre.......................................Miami, Florida
Nefertari M. Bennett.................... Lake Worth, Florida
Sarah Bertrand............................ North Miami, Florida
Karen Lilian Black................................Sunrise, Florida
Willis James Bowden........................Las Vegas, Nevada
Samantha E. Bowen*..............Lighthouse Point, Florida
Matthew Ryan Boyer.......................Plantation, Florida
Ana Milena Bravo Florez*.....................Miami, Florida
Allison D. Bregman.......................... Marietta, Georgia
Luiz C. Brito............................ Pompano Beach, Florida
Dorian A. Brown..................................Sunrise, Florida
Lotoya Kesha Brown......................... Aventura, Florida
Maria Alejandra Bueno.........................Miami, Florida
Dairon Buergo**....................................Miami, Florida
Charles Byrum*......................................Davie, Florida
Carolina M. Cabrera....................Miami Lakes, Florida
Joni A. Caldwell.....................................Miami, Florida
Yvette Calle............................................Miami, Florida
Jalexis Camacho................................. El Portal, Florida
Eva Camara*...........................................Davie, Florida
Brandon J. Camilleri......................Boca Raton, Florida
Alana L. Cano**...................... Boynton Beach, Florida
Paola Carolina Canola......................... Weston, Florida
Ashanda A. Carter...............................Sunrise, Florida
Taren L. Castro........................ Boynton Beach, Florida
Zack Chikovsky..............................Boca Raton, Florida
Olivia S. Chiong.........................Coral Springs, Florida
Natalie Cimadevilla***.........................Miami, Florida
Dhana J. Clark........................... Oakland Park, Florida

Sandra Clavijo.......................................Miami, Florida
Christina Collie....................................Sunrise, Florida
George Cameron Colville**.......................... Ancaster,  

Ontario, Canada
Britney Combs................................ Hollywood, Florida
Lizza Carola Constantine........................Davie, Florida
Michael James Costello*....................Parkland, Florida
Bridgette Christine Crespo......Pembroke Pines, Florida
Samantha L. Crossett..................... Avon Park, Florida
Felix L. Cruz........................................Margate, Florida
Nathalie V. Cruz................................ Miramar, Florida
Kyle Curato................................. North Miami, Florida
Katherine L. David..................Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Kesha Camille Davidson*.......................Davie, Florida
Alexander D. DeFilippo***...........Boca Raton, Florida
Lisa Rose de la Fe...................................Miami, Florida
Mairelys Delgado*..................................Miami, Florida
Kristine Theresa Desoiza.............Jensen Beach, Florida
Michelle A. Diaz....................................Miami, Florida
Derek M. Dzwonkowski........................Sunrise, Florida
Alexis Brittany Elkin.....................Boca Raton, Florida
Katherine A. English*.........................Sarasota, Florida
Nadia Ennaji***.......................... Miami Beach, Florida
Miguel A. Espinosa**.............................Miami, Florida
Hulda Estama...........................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Latavia D. Everett.......................... Opa-Locka, Florida
Lucas Faisca**........................................Miami, Florida
Joshua Farkas...........................................Davie, Florida
Alexandria Feinstein.............. Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Brandon Fernandez................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Steven Michael Fernandez......................Davie, Florida
Erin Farrington Finlen*.......... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Andrea L. Fosshage...............................Sunrise, Florida
Alexandra M. Fredericks.......................Sunrise, Florida
Drew D. Gaddis....................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Lauren A. Galiszewski............Lighthouse Point, Florida
Erika Garay............................................Miami, Florida
Michael L. Garcia..........................Celebration, Florida
Heather Lee Garfinkel***......................Davie, Florida
Yeniffer Margarita Garth......... Boynton Beach, Florida
Angela Britton Gerig*.....................Plantation, Florida
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Natlie Germain...................................Orlando, Florida
John Giblin....................................... Aventura, Florida
Kristi Lyn Gillen*.................... Coconut Creek, Florida
Jordan Goldman.................................Parkland, Florida
Timothy K. Goode............................. Miramar, Florida
JeRhonda J. Grace..................................Miami, Florida
Shelly Ann Cavell Grant......... Coconut Creek, Florida
Marcos Guerrero....................................Miami, Florida
David Lawrence Gunion, Jr.............Plantation, Florida
Lilian Carolina Guzman*.................... Weston, Florida
Nina Sarah Hakoun................................Davie, Florida
Kristen E. Hansen...................................Davie, Florida
Cristina N. Hernandez*.........................Miami, Florida
Jessica L. Hildebrandt........Bay Harbor Islands, Florida
Jared Hirsch.........................West Bloomfield, Michigan
Tereza Horakova***.................... North Miami, Florida
Rabab Hussain.......................................Miami, Florida
Danielle M. Ianniello.................. Delray Beach, Florida
Jasmine Jas.............................................Miami, Florida
Rossandre T. Jean-Baptiste.......Miami Gardens, Florida
Elizabeth Jimenez.................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Stephen C. Jimenez***........... Pompano Beach, Florida
Taylor D. Jones.................................. Roanoke, Virginia
Jazlyn A. Juda....................................... Weston, Florida
Michael S. Julian.....................................Davie, Florida
Joseph Robert Kadis*...................... Hollywood, Florida
Suzane S. Kalytovskyy....................... Tamarac, Florida
Aimee Karnavas*.................... Pompano Beach, Florida
Benjamin Z. Karp.................North Palm Beach, Florida
Sydni Katz*.............................. Boynton Beach, Florida
Jacob Khachatryan***............ Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Oner Kiziltan..............................Coral Springs, Florida
Sarah Kathryn Landers***.....................Davie, Florida
Alberto Rene Leal.......................... Greenacres, Florida
Melinda Paige Leary.....................Cooper City, Florida
Alenushka Leon Sanchez.................. Miramar, Florida
Richard Leonardis..........................Boca Raton, Florida
Matthew J. Lester.......................Birmingham, Alabama
Justin Levine........................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Cody J. Liese......................................Parkland, Florida
Annializ Lima Hevia***......... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Sean Linder.............................................Davie, Florida
Adam S. Lohmann*................ Highland Beach, Florida

Michelle J. Londono...................... Winter Park, Florida
Natalie L. Lopez.....................................Miami, Florida
Andrew Philip Loynaz............................Davie, Florida
Rachel Cowen Lucuara................... Hollywood, Florida
Robert E. Machate.......................... Wellington, Florida
Elyse Malouf***......................................Davie, Florida
Joshua B. Marbin....................................Miami, Florida
Chad Colby Marcus.........................Plantation, Florida
Julia T. Marina.......................................Miami, Florida
Jennie A. Marroquin...............................Davie, Florida
Andrew Marrotte..................... Coconut Creek, Florida
Daniel Martinez.....................................Miami, Florida
Deneb Martinez.......................... Coral Gables, Florida
Tiffany A. Mauer**............................. Deltona, Florida
Jessica M. Maxey.........................Coral Springs, Florida
Timothy R. McDonnell.............. Marco Island, Florida
Jillian Grace McGough**.......................Davie, Florida
Stephanie Merchant........................Plantation, Florida
Emma Sara Meyerson.................Coral Springs, Florida
Anais Mirabile.........................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Kelsey Erin Monaghan............................Davie, Florida
Doreen Monk........................................Houston, Texas
Kyle Morgan............................ Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Stephanie N. Morgan....................... Aventura, Florida
Venecia Murray...................................Margate, Florida
Aaron D. Neifeld......................Pembroke Pines, Florida
William Norvell.................... West Palm Beach, Florida
Henry E. Norwood..............................Readfield, Maine
Andrew James Novak.............................Davie, Florida
Shayan Nowroozpour........................... Weston, Florida
David M. Nudel**................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Tayane Moreira Oliveira*..............Boca Raton, Florida
Carlos Olmedo................................... Miramar, Florida
Anastasia Pallagrosi**..........................Frosinone, Italy
Paola Palma......................................Plantation, Florida
Megan Pariti...................................Boca Raton, Florida
Jennifer A. Patti*..................................Sunrise, Florida 
Maxwell Pauker................................Plantation, Florida
Michael Pedowitz**.......................Boca Raton, Florida
Angelise M. Petrillo.........................Plantation, Florida
Oleksandra Piliuiko..........................Plantation, Florida
Giorgio Polacco*......................................... Rome, Italy
Pieter N. Quackenbush........... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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Richard Joel Rafuls*......... North Miami Beach, Florida
Erica Kristine Ramos..........................Margate, Florida
Kristoffer Sean Farel Ramsay....Pembroke Pines, Florida
Saily Regueiro..........................Miami Gardens, Florida
Melinda L. Reinders.........................Plantation, Florida
Natalie Marlena Restivo**.............Boca Raton, Florida
Robin Alistair Rios.............................Sarasota, Florida
Luis F. Robayo*.................................. Miramar, Florida
Chrystal P. Robinson**....................Plantation, Florida
Marivi Rodriguez..........................Miami Lakes, Florida
Piero Rodriguez............................Miami Lakes, Florida
Alexandria Romano..................... Lake Worth, Florida
Dina Lynn Rosenbaum***.............Boca Raton, Florida
Jake Ross.........................................Ossining, New York
Michael J. Salviano......................... Wayne, New Jersey
Joscelyn M. Sanchez...............................Miami, Florida
Diana Garard Sands........................... Miramar, Florida
Jerry Pablo Saresky**..............................Davie, Florida
Steven N. Saul*............................... Hollywood, Florida
Paula Antonovna Savchenko..........Plantation, Florida
Maxwell H. Sawyer***........... Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Samantha Eden Scheff*.......... Coconut Creek, Florida
Bertha Serrano........................................Davie, Florida
Saamia Shaikh....................................Orlando, Florida
Shirley Sharon*........................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Erica Showell...........................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Jared H. Siegel......................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Michelle A. Skipper.................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Sami Slim....................................Coral Springs, Florida
Aron Smukler................... North Miami Beach, Florida
John Hamilton Soch.....................Lexington, Kentucky
Mary Anne Spottswood.................... Key West, Florida
David L. Steinberg.........................Boca Raton, Florida
Ryan B. Stevens..............................Fort Myers, Florida
Chelsea Strayhorn....................... Saint Louis, Missouri
Christina Strompf....................Staten Island, New York
Davalyn Suarez.......................................Miami, Florida
Gina Szapucki..................Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
Andrew M. Thurn......................... Vero Beach, Florida
Olga Maria Torres*.............................. Weston, Florida
John Yves Toussaint................... Oakland Park, Florida
Federica Turetta**....................................... Rome, Italy
Andres M. Uribe....................................Miami, Florida
Kristin Alexandra Vara*.............Coral Springs, Florida
Bonny John Varghese...................Cooper City, Florida
Chanelle Joy Ventura***........ Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Maria Vera.............................................Miami, Florida
Betty E. Verdecia......................... Palmetto Bay, Florida
Tatiana V. Vlasenko*............................Sunrise, Florida
Wendy Michelle West*....................Key Largo, Florida
Ledell Williams..............................Walnut Hill, Florida
Stephanie Wurster*.........................Plantation, Florida
Anna Yengibaryan.................................Miami, Florida
Alec J. Zavell***..................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida

*	 Cum Laude
**	 Magna Cum Laude
***	 Summa Cum Laude
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Employment Law

Law and Policy

Zandra Bosie.........................................Houston, Texas
Jamesia Brown..........................................Celina, Texas
Kicha Maria Campbell..................Cooper City, Florida
Laury Georges-Lane.............................Apopka, Florida
Whitney Brianne Hulett....... West Palm Beach, Florida
William Everett Jackson....................Decatur, Alabama

Alfredo Alvarado...............................Parkland, Florida
Miguel Angel Fernandez........................Miami, Florida

Brandi Lee King.................................... Tomball, Texas
Donna Hays Larson..........................Rockledge, Florida
Lisa Marie Rand.................. Raymond, New Hampshire
Laura Anne Robles.....................Coral Springs, Florida
Cornethia Sanderson...........................Fairfax, Virginia
Jennifer Sue Senter......................... Fairport, New York

Clinton L. Perryman.......................Fort Myers, Florida

Health Law

Tania Adolphe............................ Delray Beach, Florida
Shaundria Borders.............................. Decatur, Georgia
Gina Charles............................Miami Gardens, Florida
Karen Maureen Graham.................... Miramar, Florida
Andre Phillip Hines....................Coral Springs, Florida
Denise Y. Hudson-Emretiyoma.... Auburn Hills, Michigan
Shanique Cairon Irons................... Greenacres, Florida
Cheryl Pauline Isles.............. Royal Palm Beach, Florida
Britannica Regina Jeffers...............Magnolia, Delaware

John Jude Koncelik..................Sewickley, Pennsylvania
Antrine D. Long.............................. Lauderhill, Florida 
Takisha Lashon Nelson.................. Homestead, Florida
Parita Rajendra Patel..................Winter Haven, Florida
Legna A. Peña-Sánchez........... Richmond Hill, Georgia
Leticia Stinson...................... West Palm Beach, Florida
William Wright Teague.................... Lakeland, Florida
Victoria L. Vincent...........................Fort Worth, Texas
Tracey Weiderman............................. Dunedin, Florida

Master of Science Candidates

Education Law

Nicole Arty............................................Miami, Florida
Michelle Bonczek............................ Spring Hill, Florida
Carol Joy Coke.................. Greensboro, North Carolina
Lori Cuevas......................................... Burbank, Illinois
Ireynne Diaz-Carnero............................Miami, Florida
Donna Moore Flores......................................... Saipan,  

Northern Mariana Islands
Stephanie Gray.............................Grand Prairie, Texas
Terea La'Shae Jackson............................Miami, Florida

Janice Marie.....................Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
Yolanda Marroquin...........................Snellville, Georgia
Lindsay E. Poetz................................ Tavernier, Florida
Jennifer L. Seibert............................Las Vegas, Nevada
Jessica Adriennt Sutton............... St. Charles, Missouri
Ashley L. Vaughn................... Princeton, West Virginia
Dana Michelle Vines...........................Duluth, Georgia 
Richard Henry Weening...... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Phillip Barry Williams........ Hobbsville, North Carolina
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Distinguished Honoree

Commencement Speaker

James E. C. Perry, J.D., served as the 85th Justice to the Florida 
Supreme Court from March 2009 until his retirement in December 2016.

Prior to Florida Governor Charlie Crist appointing him to the state 
Supreme Court, Perry served as a circuit judge and chief judge in 
Florida’s 18th Judicial Circuit. When Governor Jeb Bush selected him in 
2000, Perry was the first African American appointed to the judiciary 
in the 18th Circuit. In appointing Perry, Bush noted Perry’s “high 
level of professionalism, knowledge, and skill” and his commitment to 
community service. 

As an attorney, Perry served as a senior partner in the law firm of Perry 
& Hicks, where he specialized in civil and business law and was widely recognized for his legal skills. 

In addition to his service in the legal arena, Perry played an active role in improving the lives of children. 
As founder and president of the Jackie Robinson Sports Association, Perry built a baseball league serving 
650 at-risk boys and girls–the largest in the nation. In addition to his work with children, Perry served 
as captain of the Heart of Florida United Way Campaign, and his firm served as general counsel for the 
Florida Chapter Branches of the NAACP. 

Perry has received numerous honors and awards. Those include the Florida Memorial University 2014 
President’s Award; the 2014 North Brevard County Branch NAACP Award of Appreciation, the Seminole 
County NAACP Humanitarian Award, the Orange County Chapter NAACP Paul C. Perkins Award, 
the 2014 Key to the City of Titusville Award, the 2005 Martin Luther King Drum Major Award for Social 
Justice, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from Orlando’s Urban League. 

A native of New Bern, North Carolina, Perry’s hometown honored him with the key to the city in 2004. 
The United Negro College Fund selected him as one of four honorees to be profiled for its national 
broadcast, An Evening of Stars: A Celebration of Educational Excellence. Also, the Brevard County and 
Seminole County bar associations gave him the prestigious Williams-Johnson Outstanding Jurist of the 
Year Award in 2006.

Perry is the recipient of an honorary Doctor of Law degree from Stetson University College of Law, and 
is a frequent speaker at schools, churches, and civic organizations. He has delivered the commencement 
address at several universities, including his alma mater, Saint Augustine’s University, where he is a 
member of the Board of Trustees. He has been a member for more than 30 years of the Carter CME 
Tabernacle Church of Orlando, where he is a former member of the Board of Trustees. 

Perry earned his J.D. from Columbia Law School in 1972 and his B.A. in Business Administration and 
Accounting from Saint Augustine’s University in 1966. Prior to attending law school, he served as a first 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army.
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University Vision, Mission, and Core Values

VISION 2020 STATEMENT

By 2020, through excellence and innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning, Nova 
Southeastern University will be recognized by accrediting agencies, the academic community, 
and the general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that 
engages all students and produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives, fields of study, and  
resulting careers.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, is to offer a diverse 
array of innovative academic programs that complement on-campus educational opportunities and 
resources with accessible, distance-learning programs to foster academic excellence, intellectual inquiry, 
leadership, research, and commitment to community through engagement of students and faculty 
members in a dynamic, lifelong learning environment.

CORE VALUES

Academic Excellence
Student Centered
Integrity
Innovation

Opportunity
Scholarship/Research
Diversity
Community
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Board of Trustees

Ex Officio

Trustee Emeritus

Chair 
Ronald G. Assaf

Vice Chair 
Barry J. Silverman, M.D.

President and CEO 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.

Secretary 
Samuel F. Morrison

Walter Lee Banks, Sr.

Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 

Rick Case 

R. Douglas Donn 

Arthur J. Falcone 

Silvia M. Flores, M.D. 

Steven J. Halmos

Carol Harrison Kalagher

Susanne Hurowitz 

Mike Jackson 

Milton L. Jones, Jr. 

Barbara Trebbi Landry

Alan B. Levan 

Nell Lewis McGuire, Ed.D. 

Albert J. Miniaci 

Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O.

Charles L. Palmer

Martin R. Press, J.D. 

Paul M. Sallarulo 

J. Kenneth Tate 

Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 

Michael J. Zager 

Melanie G. May, J.D. George I. Platt, J.D. Joel B. Ronkin Tony Segreto

H. Wayne Huizenga
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University Administrators

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer

Jacqueline A. Travisano, Ed.D.
Executive Vice President  

and Chief Operating Officer

Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D.
Provost and Executive Vice President  

for Academic Affairs 

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D.
Health Professions Division Chancellor

H. Thomas Temple, M.D.
Senior Vice President for Translational Research 

and Economic Development

Ricardo Belmar, M.I.B.A.
Vice President for Regional Campus Operations

Joel S. Berman, J.D.
Vice President for Legal Affairs

Stephanie G. Brown, Ed.D.
Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services

Jessica Brumley, B.A.
Vice President for Facilities Management  

and Public Safety

Ronald Chenail, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for  

Undergraduate Academic Affairs

Bonnie Clearwater, M.A.
Director of NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A.
Vice President for Business Services

Kyle Fisher, B.A.
Vice President for Public Relations  
and Marketing Communications

Kelly Gregg, B.S.
Vice President for Clinical Operations

James Hutchens, M.L.S.
Interim Vice President for Information Services  

and University Librarian

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D.
Associate Provost for Academic Quality,  

Assessment, and Accreditation

Gary S. Margules, Sc.D.
Vice President for Research  
and Technology Transfer

Ron Midei, M.B.A., CPA
Executive Director of Internal Auditing

Michael Mominey, M.S.
Director of Athletics

Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson, Ph.D.
Vice President for Advancement  

and Community Relations

Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A.
Vice President for Human Resources

Donald Rudawsky, Ph.D.
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness

Alyson K. Silva, M.AC., CPA
Vice President for Finance  

and Chief Financial Officer

Robin Supler, J.D.
Vice President for Compliance  

and Chief Integrity Officer

Tom West, M.B.A.
Vice President for Information Technologies  

and Chief Information Officer

Brad A. Williams, Ed.D.
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of  

the College of Undergraduate Studies

Jeff Williams, CCM, CCE
Manager, Grande Oaks Golf Course

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D.
Chancellor

http://r.ph/
http://m.ac/
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Academic Attire

Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of 
learning of the western world in the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early 
students and monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly 
devotion so basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the 
ever-increasing awareness of the decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization 
influenced leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create 
this differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of 
arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the 
distinctive character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 
then, simply identification. As such, measures were taken to signify, through distinctive markings on 
the academicians’ attire, the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the 
degree had been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the cap, the gown, and the hood—it is the hood that offers 
the most abundant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner lining of the 
hood identifies the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted 
two-color patterns and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from 
other institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. A final feature of the hood concerns its length and width and 
distinguishes further between holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. The length of the 
hood for the bachelor’s degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet border of two inches. 
At Nova Southeastern University, however, individuals receiving a bachelor’s degree do not wear a 
hood. A master’s degree holder has a hood three-and-one-half feet in length with a three-inch-wide 
border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear a hood four 
feet in length, open at the bottom with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor’s gown is 
relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 
the long, pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves 
are oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front 
edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor’s gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and 
around the neck of the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars of the same 
material as the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental 
in color.
 
The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United 
States, although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of the doctoral degree. 
Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s degrees. These denote the field 
of learning.
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Honors

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic 
honors as well as campus leadership, service, and engagement.

The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion at 
academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an outward 
sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain timeless values essential to 
the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one’s own tirelessness 
in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also the responsibility 
of the new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals of academic freedom 
have not been threatened in this country for more than 200 years, but the importance attached to 
the donning of traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by scholars from Central and 
Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became a symbol of their refusal to 
be dominated completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized their persistent links to the 
worldwide community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress should be seen not simply as a 
sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on all members of universities.

Processional Banners (Gonfalons)
The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of 
Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world 
as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools within 
the university in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various academic 
divisions of Nova Southeastern University.

The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. On the upper 
half is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe in the 
color of that division’s principal discipline.

Arts, Letters, Humanities..................................White
Accountancy, Business........................................ Drab
Dentistry............................................................... Lilac
Economics..........................................................Copper
Education...................................................... Light Blue
Engineering.......................................................Orange
Fine Arts............................................................Brown
Law.....................................................................Purple
Medicine............................................................. Green
Music.....................................................................Pink
Nursing............................................................. Apricot

Optometry.......................................... Sea Foam Green
Oratory (Speech).........................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy................................................... Olive Green
Philosophy.................................................... Dark Blue
Podiatry-Chiropody....................................Nile Green
Public Administration, Human  
Service, and Criminal Justice.................Peacock Blue
Public Health........................................... Salmon Pink
Science....................................................Golden Yellow
Social Science.....................................................Cream
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Mace

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of authority and 
today is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and 
usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually in 
the 15th century it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity.

The Nova Southeastern University Mace

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s 
mace bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing the 
university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, nova means new or innovative. Nova 
Southeastern University was created to be an 
innovative educational institution—to take the best 
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow. 

NOTE: The listing of degree and academic honors candidates in this program is based upon PRELIMINARY information provided 
by each academic program office at the time of publication. The official conferral of degrees and awarding of academic honors occur 
upon satisfactory completion of all academic requirements. Publication in this commencement program does not determine degree or 
honors eligibility or represent an official listing of degree or honors recipients. The student's permanent record, on file in the Office of the 
University Registrar, remains the official testimony of the possession of a Nova Southeastern University degree.
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