
Remove the Yellow Stars 

 

Growing up, I assumed it was common knowledge that all ethnicities are equal. As 

a young child, I was shielded from the knowledge of some of the worst atrocities in 

human history. Nightmares of the Holocaust would have petrified me. We’re I told, I 

would have challenged it, “That was just a story, right? That didn't actually happen, did 

it?” Alas, the more I learn about the Holocaust, the more heartbroken, disbelieving, and 

appalled I am.  

As I see pictures of skin stretched on bones, hopelessness in sunken eyes, and 

horrors unimaginable, I feel empathy. What if I was in a concentration camp? What if my 

entire family died? What if I knew such suffering first-hand? What if a modern-day 

genocide occurred? I cannot say I would be as brave as most -- I cannot say I would be 

brave at all. I picture a broken, depressed version of myself, void of life, snapped in half 

by despair. When I read of people like Val Ginsburg, one of the 6% of Jews who 

survived in his country, I am in awe of how they carried on in life. Moreover, I am 

grateful because as they tell their stories, listeners realize that discrimination needs to be 

abandoned.  

Some may say foolishly, “That could never happen today!” Although I yearn to 

say a rational worry of genocide is a thing of the past, that is impossible. The world is 

notorious for repeating tragedies. So why would we trust that the world learned from the 

blunder of mass genocide? One way to learn from the past is to recognize it was not a 

single madman who caused damage so terrible. Hitler’s doctrine, words, and speeches 

ignited a fire of hatred, causing his followers to assemble and mobilize to murder an 

innocent group of people they blamed for their shame. Their own hurt turned into 

senseless rage and condemnation.  

We must do everything in our power to decimate prejudice so the atrocities 

suffered by Val Ginsburg's people never occur again. The Jews in his country, Lithuania, 

were treated like animals and were prohibited from even walking on the sidewalk. But 

that was the least of their concerns with Jews eventually being brutally executed, starved, 

and isolated within the barriers of their ghettos. We cannot allow history to repeat itself.  

To quote Elie Wiesel, “To forget a Holocaust is to kill twice.” Now that I have 

gone more in-depth in my studies of the Holocaust, I understand and strongly agree with 

Wiesel's profound words. They have inspired me to be vigilant to inform people of the 

peril associated with bigotry and to confront and denounce attitudes and actions capable 

of destruction. This is important even in seemingly unimportant instances of bias. Hitler 

did not start with execution -- he started with a yellow star. We must look for and remove 

the yellow stars in our own society: the stereotypes, the offhand comments, and the 

thoughtless words.  

 


