
COMMENCEMENT
N O V A  S O U T H E A S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y



HISTORY OF THE MACE

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective 
weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious 
ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, 
the mace progressed into a symbol of authority  
and, today, is frequently used to lead religious and 
academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by  
royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order  
and usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of 
such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic 
excellence and dignity.

NSU’S MACE

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s 
mace bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing 
the university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova  
Southeastern University was created to be an  
innovative educational institution—to take the best  
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow.

THE NOVA 
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
MACE

Dear Graduates,

Allow me to add my congratulations on your graduation 

from Nova Southeastern University.

You can feel proud, as we do, that you walk this stage to 

receive your degree from a world-class, R1 research 

university that prepares our students for purposeful 

careers while fostering innovation, opportunity, and 

community service. 

Personally, I believe the pursuit and successful 

achievement of higher education is one of life’s most 

transformative journeys.

Today, I am sure that you are eager to step forward 

toward your own next chapter, ready to seek your own 

greater horizons. We celebrate you, your family, and your 

future success.

You are what excellence looks like.

 

Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

President and Chief Executive Officer

Nova Southeastern University
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Charles L. Palmer, Chair
Barry J. Silverman, M.D., Vice Chair
Samuel F. Morrison, Secretary
Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and CEO

Kathy Assaf
Walter L. Banks, Sr.
Mitchell W. Berger, Esq.
Rita Case
R. Douglas Donn
James Donnelly

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd 
President and Chief Executive Officer

Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.  
Executive Vice President, Provost,  
and Chief Academic Officer

Chad A. Perlyn, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A. 
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Medical Officer; Executive Medical 
Director for NSU Health

Daniel J. Alfonso, Ed.D., M.Fin. 
Executive Vice President for Facilities, 
Safety, and Campus Services

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A.  
Vice President for Business Services

Ken Dawson-Scully, Ph.D., M.Sc. 
Senior Vice President for Research  
and Associate Provost 

Kyle Fisher, B.A.  
Vice President for Public Relations and 
Marketing Communications

Valerie Grapshi, M.P.A.  
Interim Vice President for Compliance

Rick E. James, B.B.A. 
Chief Strategy and Operations Officer 
for NSU Health

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D.  
Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Associate Provost 

Terry Mularkey, M.A.S., CFRE 
Vice President for Advancement and 
Community Relations 

Thomas F. Panza, J.D.  
Interim Vice President for Legal Affairs 
and General Counsel

Stacy Peña-Villalobos, Ed.D.  
Vice President for Financial Aid and 
Academic Records

Ryan Romero, M.S.  
Interim Athletics Director

Kelley Shanley, M.B.A.  
Interim Executive Director,  
Alan B. Levan |  NSU Broward  
Center of Innovation

Alyson Silva, M.AC., CPA  
Executive Vice President and  
Chief Financial Officer

Renee Venezia, Ed.D., SPHR  
Interim Vice President for  
Human Resources

Thomas West, M.B.A.  
Vice President for Information 
Technologies and  
Chief Information Officer

Student-Centered

Academic Excellence

Scholarship and Research

Innovation

Opportunity

Community

Diversity

Integrity

CORE VALUES
Enhance Nova Southeastern University’s reputation as a leading professional-dominant, 
doctoral research university providing competitive career advantages to our students 
and fostering alumni and partnership connections.

NSU’S VISION

NSU’S MISSION

The mission of Nova Southeastern University—a selective, doctoral research university—
is to deliver leading academic programs in a dynamic, innovative environment. We 
foster academic excellence, leadership, integrity, and scientific, economic, and 
community contributions through engaging and empowering our students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and partners.

Arthur J. Falcone
Steven J. Halmos
Carol Harrison Kalagher
Milton L. Jones, Jr.
Barbara Trebbi Landry
Alan B. Levan
Albert J. Miniaci
Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O., M.P.H.,  
	 MACOI, FCCP
Kiran C. Patel, M.D.
Martin R. Press, Esq.
Paul M. Sallarulo

Michelle Howland Sussman
J. Kenneth Tate
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D.
Michael J. Zager
 
Trustee Emeriti
Ronald G. Assaf
H. Wayne Huizenga*
Mike Jackson
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D.
George I. Platt, Esq. 

* in memoriam

UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS



3

2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Graduate Degrees

May 9, 2025, at 9:30 a.m.....................................................4

Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy  ..............5

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine...............6

May 9, 2025, at 3:00 p.m....................................................8

College of Dental Medicine....................................................... 9

College of Optometry................................................................10

Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences  
(PT, Audiology, AA—Denver, Sports Science)...................10

May 15, 2025, at 9:30 a.m................................................. 12

Shepard Broad College of Law .............................................. 13

May 15, 2025, at 3:00 p.m................................................. 16

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine..........17
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Processional.................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer............................................................................................................ �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshals.............................................................................................................. �Richard Carlton Deth, Ph.D., Professor, Barry and  
Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy 
Charles E. Powell, Ph.D., Professor, Dr. Kiran C. Patel  
College of Allopathic Medicine

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President, Provost,  
and Chief Academic Officer

Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy................................................ �Michelle A. Clark, Ph.D., Dean and Professor

Dr. Kiran Patel College of Allopathic Medicine.................................................... �Chad A. Perlyn, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., Executive Vice President  
and Chief Medical Officer; Executive Medical Director for  
NSU Health; Dean

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd 

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Jimmy Kolker, Ambassador

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Presentation of Oaths.................................................................................................. Wording is in the back of the program

	 Pharmacist................................................................................................................. Georgia Lehoczky, R.Ph., Regional Director, Walgreens Co.

	 Allopathic Medicine................................................................................................ �Maria Padilla, M.D., Executive Associate Dean of Academic and 
Student Affairs, Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshals 
Richard Carlton Deth, Ph.D. 
Charles E. Powell, Ph.D.

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine

May 9, 2025, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

BARRY AND JUDY 
SILVERMAN COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY  

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Saleh Mohammed G. Alfuraih
Yasser Abdullah S. Alharbi
Yousef Naif B. Alharbi
Abdullah Fawaz Alsharif
Ali Hussain A. Alwadai
Tahani Mohammad S. Momenah
Natalia Motzko Noto
Maab Khalid Sultan

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 
Mohammad Abdullah
Aitana Martha Acosta Govin
Andrea Agosto Aviles**
Alaa Najem Alakashi
Parisha Alam
Stephanie M. Albarran Adams
Daylin Alfonso Hernandez**
Jennifer Alfonso Padilla
Mariangel Almeida
Faisal Fahad H. Alnefaie**
Mailen De La Caridad Alonso
Saul Eliu Alvarado Rosario
Sindy Sarahi Alvarez*
Thalia Marion Alvarez
Dina Imad Alyateem*
Natalie Antelo
Alejandra Sofía Artau Torres**
Lorentz Prike-Ians Auguste*
Miguel Augustin**
Natalia Alejandra Aviles Burgos

Diego A. Baez Medina**
Ana Liz Bello Guerra
Marimer Beltran Nunez
Dayana Benitez*
Nicholas J. Bennett
Bryan Bentz Cruet, Sr.
Laura Bernal Dumenigo*
Benson Binu*
Abigail Bracamonte
Yadilyz Caballero Lopez**
Carline Camille
Duyen Denise Cao*
Carlo E. Capulong
Yovaniel Omar Carrion Gonzalez*
Gabriela Nicole Collazo*
Valeria Collazo Soto**
Junelie Colon Anciani**
Emmanuel Jose Colon Perez
Pablo Josue Colon Rodriguez*
Amanda Concepcion
Kristina Antoinette Cruz
Linette Cruz-Romero
Gustavo Andres Deliz**
Angela Maria Diaz
Valeria Duenes
Ashraf Duzan
Enderwil Eglantin
Mariam Rabih Elannan
Christel Erazo**
Shawnny R. Eugene
Desiree Marie Feliciano Mirabal
Alanis Gabriela  
	 Fernandez Hernandez**
Karelys Fernandez Quintana
Yailin Ferrao
Michelle Figueroa Soto
Karmarie Nahir Figueroa Torres*
Ariel Frauwirth
William Freeman
Aleyna G. Gezgin

Sima Ghanavati
Kaelen A. Glaze**
Natalia Mercedes Gonzalez Lopez*
Andrea Nicole Gonzalez Rodriguez
Maylenis Gonzalez Santana**
Roshawn Bertrand Gourdet
Nizida Elena Granado
Jahaziel Luis Guzman, Sr.
Nina L. Guzman Garay*
Olivia Kay Hanna**
Kevin Anthony Harper II
Claudia B. Hechavarria Ramirez*
Deanna Alexis Henry*
Julissa M. Hernandez
Keyli M. Hernandez
Jodi Ann Natasha Hibbert**
Catherine A. Hungler**
Mike Kelly Jean Simon
Nathan W. Johns*
Nadiya Shanna Khan
Rubens Laguerre
Fabian Enrique Laureano Claudio**
Kenite S. Laurore*
Jordan J. Lazu
Daniela Leon**
Melanie Lopez*
Erica Nayleen Lopez Hernandez
Liliette Lopez Moreno*
Liz Angelica Lopez Saez
Anna Rosa Luaces
Kevin O’Neil Lyn
Nicholas Magdor
Jennifer Magloire**
David Joel Maldonado Capella, Sr.**
Astrid Nicole Maldonado Colon
Jessie L. Mandy*
Fabian Andres Marin Martinez**
Ana Maria Marques Vega
Geremi Oscar Martinez**
Michelmari Martinez Garcia

Sasha Margarita Masa
Shemroy Shane Onell Mccarthy**
Gianna Ann McMahon
Aidelis Medina*
Juliana Martins Meers*
Yelitza Marie Melendez
Pamela N. Melendez Sanchez*
Dana Marie Melgarejo**
Serge Michel
Chelsea E. Miller
Hussanain Aleem Mir
Miguel Alejandro  
	 Miranda Camacho, Sr.*
Sejalben A. Mistry
Siddique Rezan Mohammed*
Gretchen Montañez Rodríguez**
Genesis Montes
Paulina Morelund
Maricela Maria Moreno**
Miguel Angel Moreno
Ramon D. Moreno**
Ramon J. Moreno
Leda Maria Moreno Regalado
Juan Munoz*
Zoranil Ivette Munoz Vazquez
Joelle Aurore Ngako Tchuenwa*
Alejandra Ocasio**
Carlos Manuel Ortiz Nazario*
Coralis Ortiz-Llinas*
Claribel Ortiz Quiles 
Frederick Oteng Attakora
Sofia America Padilla
Karen Padron Gato*
Wanda Paris
Won Que Park
Komal Kiran Patel
Megha Patel
Poojaben Patel
Swapnil K. Patel
Vrutik Ritesh Patel

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Gregory Jacob Pierre Louis**
Yolanda Pinnock*
Jasmyn Desire Poveda
Alexandra Liz Prieto Estrada**
Daniela Marie Ramos
Alexandra A. Recio Riego**
Maria Fernanda  
	 Reino De Oliveira Cabral
Paola Marie Reyes Serrano
Alejandra Rincon-Ponte**
Eduardo Rivas*
Julio Angel Rivas*
Adriana Paola Rivera**
Paola Krystal Rivera Colón
Natalia Nicole Rivera Cruz**
Jonathan Eduardo Rivera Declet
Jonas Rivera Madera
Roberto Javier Rivera Perez
Katherine Christine Rizo
Christine Rodriguez*
Sofia Belen Rodriguez
Vivian Lourdes Rodriguez
Joseth Antonio Rodríguez Cedeño
Yesenia Rodriguez Ortiz*
Keisy Nicole Rodriguez Torres
Ashley M. Rodríguez Vázquez
Alondra Paola Roman Miranda**
Paola Marie Román Quintana
Lydia Esther Rosado Luciano**
Matthew J. Roza
Rosemarie Ruiz Reyes*
Shivanand Saith
Abdulaziz Khalid Salamatullah**
Sonia Bhavya Samsundar
Ainimerh A. Sanchez
Alondra Nicole Sanchez
Jonathan Emanuel Sanchez*
Mynneliz Sanchez**
Gretel Sanchez Piloto
Angelica Edmarie Sanjurjo**
Romanda Santana
Paola Darliz Santiago-Acevedo
Alejandra Sofia Santiago Casanova
Ariana Carolina Santiago Casanova
Alondra Lorraine Santiago Diaz
Shaina Marie Santiago Vargas
Luis Manuel Santos Vidot
Diego Javier Sepulveda Rosado
Paola Alexandra Sequeira*
Leandra K. Serrano Ruiz**
Kavita Shantal Sewnath
Shweta Sanket Shah*
Michelle Shimunova**
Eduardo Sosa III*
Carlos Enrique Soto Gonzalez
Diana L. Suarez**
Malka Suster**
Nikta Tahsini
Melissa Tejeda
Syed M. Thalha
Victoria Toro Soto
Ana Lianet Torres
Nicole Marie Torres Mendez
Reynaldo Xavier Torres Russe
Alondra Marie Torres Santiago
Y. Truong*

Janiel Cindie Tulloch
Gabriela Maria Urreta
Adriano Raul Valdes**
Aitana Manuela Valdes Alsina
Diana Vazquez**
Marcos Vazquez Dominguez**
Clara Maria Vecchini-Rodriguez**
Laura Alejandra Vega Lugo**
Liezly Vega Rojas
Idamaris Velez Rivera
Amy Rubi Vera Nieves**
Karynna Victorero
Josiah C. Villanueva*
Angel M. Villar**
Jasmine Nicole Wade
Aseel Mohammed Warrayat
Rosana Victoria Yanes Rodriguez
Alanis Dinet Zayas**
Hariani Liz Zayas Collazo**

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Pharmaceutical Affairs
Fernando Abreu Deya
Alejandro Acevedo Vazquez
Grace Marie Alvarez
Raiza M. Arzuaga Diaz 
Alden Brutus
Michael Bennett Cruz Herrera
Wilfredo De Jesus III
Maria Domena
Rebeca D. Domenech
David Flores
Danliane Labrador Ruiz
Nabeel Maniar
Valeria Isabelle Perez
Alexis M. Pino
Dalisse Ramos Vargas
Tyrone Rebollo
Stephanie Rivera
Alejandra Sofia Rivera Laforet
Lauren A. Robledo
Nicole Marie Torres Rivera
Arelis Tsetsakos
Gabrielle K. Williams

Pharmaceutical Sciences
Hatim Musayfir S. Alotaibi
Reshma Mangal

DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
ALLOPATHIC 
MEDICINE

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE
Daniel Acevedo
Sunaina Addanki
Hiam K. Allan
Hassan Arif

Sandra Ashamalla
Muhammad Usman Awan
Drew C. Baeza
Tanner C. Blaylock
Jose Rafael Garcia
Bryan Greenfield
Taylor Marie Gruman
Araliya Naomi Gunawardene
Wade Cameron Hansen
Salam N. Harb
Skylar Rae Harmon
Jaime Hawat
Joshua David Katz
Kiranjit Kaur
Brandon Young Kaye
Katlynn Danielle Kenon
Heejung Kim
Jason Joshua Kim
Anthony Kostov
Kevin Kuang
Shu Lin
Tatevik Malisetyan
Ghardie Laura Mathelier
Sergio Medina
Priyanka Mehrotra
Gabriella Aimee Morey
Hazem Nasef
Alvin Ledesma Nguyen
Saket Pandit
Diti Harshes Patel
Heli Samirkumar Patel
Maria Paula Pereira Rodriguez
Autumn Trinity Pough
Varun Sai Rachakonda
Carlos A. Ramos, Sr.
Spencer Zachary Rheingold
Andrea Roca
Kyle Jacob Schulte
Anastassia Shifchik
Stachyse Stanis
Andrew Monroe Stewart
Sanjana Nitya Suraneni
Nicholas Trainer
Emelia Katharine Watts
Madeleine Wilson
Lara N. Wolff

MASTER OF 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
Klea Ahmet
Harir Al Heeti
Deanch M. Anderson
Samuel J. Angel
Joslin Rose Anil
Karina Aracena
Maria A. Ariza Miranda
Francis Arquillano
Laya Arrieta
Lance Baker
Alexander Gabriel Baldomero
Tashelle Bankston Givings
Natalya Brenda Barrett
Mia Arianna Belson
Yanvi Bhatt

Shivam Bhavsar
Alexi Nicole Borger
Anjali Reddy Borra
Morgan Lynn Burke
Elyse Cenatus
Catherine Chaille
Stephanie Chaviano
Christopher G. Chiocca, Jr.
Hunter Scott Cole
Ryland Croft
Christophe Estriplet
Menahil Fatima
Barbara Ferreira De Castro
Tacien Forbes 
Zachary Fry
Nabila P. Garcia
Joshua Garland
Analily Gonzalez
Samantha L. Grady
Katelyn Griffen
Anthony Frank Grzib
Angelo Harmon
Fiza Hashim
Claire Elizabeth Hennum
Atalia Sarah Hernandez
Shayla Hill-Watts
Brooke J. Hoyt
Ava Jagdeosingh
Jessenia Jaime
Kaiya M. Jenkins
Mattie Johnson
Maria Joseph
Nicole Lauren Juceam
Jessica Marie Kester
Amabel Gabriela Lajeunesse
Saniya E. Lugo Navas
Brooke Birte Mallett
Valery Julieth Mardini Cespedes
Danielle Nicole Marti
Kelly Mayol-Graciano
Pamela Meyer
Richa Mody
Eric Morales
Ivanna Moreira
Kaitlyn Morell
Jordan Morris
Shania Mortensen
Evelyn Yehyun Mun
Tapiwa Murimwa
Nicole Navarro
Michael Jamal Nesheiwat
Kaitlyn Nicole Obetz
Dianyris Angeliz Pagan Tacoronte
Adit Kamlesh Patel
Shiv Amit Patel
Lauren Paz
Aysia Keonte Phillips
Sophia Plew
Ana K. Reuthebuck
Marian C. Rodriguez
Joeliz Dalián Rodríguez Alvarado
Emily Rose
Taylor-Ashley Rose
Brazline Salomon
Brett Schwabedissen
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

Ashlee Sealy
Alejandro Sierra
Disha D. Soni
Malika Sultonova
Vitoria Tavares Araujo
Jessica Uhl
Priscila Velazquez
Randy Vigiano
Ritika Reddy Vonguru
Stephanie Wilkins
Lexis N. Wilson
Danyang Xu
Emily M. Young
Megan Yves Ysme

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors
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Processional.................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer............................................................................................................ �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ �Jodi Kodish Stav, D.D.S., Assistant Professor,  
College of Dental Medicine

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, and Chief Academic Officer

College of Dental Medicine........................................................................................ �Steven I. Kaltman, D.M.D., M.D., FACS, Dean and Professor

College of Optometry.................................................................................................. �Linda S. Rouse, O.D., M.B.A., FAAO, Dean

Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciencess ............................................ �Robert Wagner, D.H.Sc., M.M.Sc., CAA, Executive Associate Dean, 
Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree.............................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Chad A. Perlyn, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., Executive Vice President  
and Chief Medical Officer; Executive Medical Director for  
NSU Health; Dean, Dr. Kiran Patel College of Allopathic Medicine

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Presentation of Oaths.................................................................................................. Wording is in the back of the program

	 Dental Medicine....................................................................................................... �Rashondia Gaines, D.D.S., M.S., Director of Faculty Practice  
and Co-Director of Clinics	

	 Optometric................................................................................................................. �Steven L. Silverstone, O.D., President,  
Florida Optometric Association

	 Audiology................................................................................................................... Patricia Gaffney, Au.D., M.P.H., Professor

	 Physical Therapy...................................................................................................... �Jennifer Canbek, PT, Ph.D., NCS, Program Director,  
Professional D.P.T.

	 Anesthesia................................................................................................................. Jason Kotun, M.H.Sc., CAA, Program Director

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal 
�Jodi Kodish Stav, D.D.S.

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
College of Dental Medicine
College of Optometry 
Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciencess  
(PT, Audiology, AA—Denver, and Sports Science) 

May 9, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 
COLLEGE OF  
DENTAL MEDICINE

DOCTOR OF DENTAL 
MEDICINE 
Tina Abolghasemi
Ola Abughoush
Jessica Albernas Soto
Faris Al Nahhas
Aref Muhanad Al Naib
Roxana C. Alvarez Acosta*
Maaz Amjed
Laura Mercedes Arias**
Nader Abed Asfour
Salma Atassi
Godlive Athis
Marbis Avitia
Monika Ayoub
Rafaella Baia
Riley Samuel Barnett
Christopher Basily
Mahboubeh Belivand
Hen Bershadskiy
Janvie Manoj Bharucha
Chloe Brioche
Nilson Reis Brito
Katherine C. Cabrera
Karen Cao
Evelyn Casas Alvarez†
Rafael R. Castro
Pranayan Chakma
Chun Han Chang
Maria Fernanda Chirivella Robles
Kaitlyn Jeanice Chomko
Yulianys Coca
Sabrina Raquel Correa
Wilfredo L. Cruz Ibarra*

Olivia Curcione
Rafal Cymer
Yoleida Del Arca
Dillon James DePergola*
Dayanela Dominguez
Charlotte Doyle*
Avi Isaac Dumanis
Austin Eisler
Mary Ashraf Fahmi
Shayegan Farokhrou
Victoria Daniela Fernandez
Argenis D’jesus Ferrebus Rodriguez
Elena Fotiadis
Christina Marie Franco
Lindy Frankel
Brooke Freeman
Christopher Garcia
Yanelis Garcia
Sara C. Geib
Niki Ghomashchi
Trenton Ryan Ginter
Daniel Goncharuk
Jacqueline Gonzalez
Taidiana Gonzalez Santander
Cassandra Gubala
Dayli Guzman Vidal*
Sally Samir Habhab
David G. Haddad
Syed Fazeel Hassan
Violeta Andreina Hermoso Blanco
Daniel Vincent Hickman
Eun A. Hur*
Aleena Azher Hussain
Olivia Iyar
Alexandra Elizabeth Izaguirre
Benjamin Joseph Jackson
Ben Jacoby
Hemna Naser Jilani
Patrick Joseph
Imtiaz Ali Khan

Sahana Kodimoole
Yoojin Koo
Sushma Kurella
Holden Christopher Langdon*
Chloe Lansens
Kaden Paul Larsen
Christofer P. Laskaratos
Messalina Lavin Capote
Yongsuk Lee
Priyanka Reddy Manda
Juliana Marin
Kenia Yamileth Marmol Mendoza
Alexandra Nicole Marquez
Philip Michael Martin
Alvaro Andres Martinez
Kyung Uk Min
Arsalan Montazer
Elysia Montgomery
Raquel Maria Morel Mendez
Gilsa Barbara Morlote Henderson
Hanya Muftah
Ali Mustapha
Christiane Nematchoua Nitcheu*
Maiden Rosicell Padilla
Nelson Paez Carrillo
Chirag Ramesh Panchal
Jon-Micheal Parlato
Arpan Parimal Patel
Jignesh Navin Patel
Pratvi Praful Patel
Priya Chirag Patel
Priya S. Shashikant Patel
Shivangi Nayan Patel
Venu Patel
Nicole Marie Pena
Arisleidy Pujol Diaz
Adrieal Ragwah
Trevor Dyreng Richards
Clayton Robert Riemenschneider
Valentina Roa

Alesia Alferova Rockwell*
Sandy Medhat Rofaiel
John Thomas Russo*
Adelle Khalid Sabery
Sidra Salahuddin
Martha Lorena Sanchez
Selena Sophie Sanchez
Genesis G. Santiago
Lauren Ashley Saqui
Amer Sbeih
Diana Zulema Seguro
Dilan Rajan Shah
Jay Chetan Shah
Nancy Ashwinbhai Sheth
Krisha Anil Shrimankar
Aswini Sivaram
Rachael Smith
Anna Jane Spiller
Sarah Jane Springer
Katherine Lynn Sproul
Preeti Veena Subramaniyan
Rebekah Suissa
Mahin Sulman Syed
Shabia Syed
Amira Tadrous Khalil
Thao Thi Thanh Tran**
Nivedita Thota
Nelson Jesus Triana
Brittany Urena
Daniel Valiente
Brooke Vantoorenburg
Jennifer Vazquez
Mitchell Donovan Vo
Emily Rae Washburn**
Brian Michael Whitenack
Nickoe Yadegari
Jessica Yuen Ye
Andrea Katherine Zambrano
Maryam Bella Zargar

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

Dentistry 
Beau Christopher Byers
Arsalan Danesh
Saba Dolatshahi
Andee Goldstein
Mitchell Jaiyun Hong
Paola Rodriguez Jarvis
Ana R. Martins Wright
Charles Henry Moll
Thimanthi Manesha Withana

COLLEGE OF 
OPTOMETRY

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY
Manal Saadallah Akkouche
Leila Al-Hariri*
Tareq Al Zaidi**
Tulsi Amin
Amanda Andion-Arias
Briana Arbelaez**
Auveed Arshadi
Rahil Bahrami
Sarah M. Baron
Yuliya Barytska
Frank Alberto Beades, Jr.
Caroleen Nabeel Bejimi
Ericka Beller
Stephanie Benmergui*
Denise Michelle Bernal
Kimraj Kaur Bhandal
Adelda Blanc*
Erica Jean Bleecker
Sofia Sherice Braunstein
Nathalie H. Cabrera
Yenismar Cabrera
Shannan Christine  
	 Anastasia Carone
Solange Alexandra Carpio
Nejla Hanan Chehab
John R. Christiansen
Victoria Rose Copel
Jennetta Minh-Tho Dao
Yasmary Diaz
Daniel Dibucchianico**
Carlota Michelle Dickinson
Mohammed Elomari
Zoe Layne Fineberg
Colleen Shannon Furey*
Vanessa Gamez-Luna
Rebecca Geering**
Herline E. Germain
Julian Takuma Gilbert
Karin Maged Girgis
Khaled Ahmed Ali Gowaily**
Hannah Elizabeth Grimes**
Wissam Haddad
Julianna Marie Hayes**
Melissa Rose Herman

Karen D. Hernandez
Duyen T. Huynh
Fatima Johura
Juliana Kaboudi*
Alexis L. Kaper
Korbin Daniel Kierstead
Gina Nicole Kubesh**
Lelah Labib
Lauren Alicia Lee*
Caitlyn Lubo*
Jacklyn Yuen Mone Chan Ly
Andrew Maass*
Joshua Shane Mallon*
Rachel Lauren Martin
Brandon Robert Merchant
David James Meyer
Emilie Kristen Mikhail
Monica Mikhail
Olivia Velma Patricia Muzzatti*
Kaitlyn Thi Nguyen
Anna Louise Nozynski
Sonya Okungu
Cameron Leigh O’Loughlin
Shreya K. Parekh
Lia E. Pastorino
Jenny Lynn Patel**
Christina Peltrop
Kevin Pierre*
Christopher Thomas Polk*
Ashley Prasad*
Sabrina Raffaele**
Marina Vasilia Rios*
Larissa J. Rodriguez*
Liset Rodriguez
Samantha Rodriguez
Allyson Roytburd
Yvonne Elizabeth Rybczuk
Victoria Alejandra Salinas
Mohtasim Mohiuddin Siddiqui
Firdaus Sidhu
Ishleen Singh
Navneet Kaur Singh
Cole Josef Spady
Antonia Stavrakis
Julia Nicole Suplick
Drew Palmer Swem
Dominick James Tallarico
Cynthia M. Thachettu
Sophia Thai
Dalina Thi Tran*
Giselle Vega*
Klaudia Wielowski**
Jerome Jacob Zachariah

DR. PALLAVI PATEL 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
CARE SCIENCES

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY
Alexandra S. Amadeo Maldonado
Riya Antony*

Austin Barr
Lexie Moriah Bobrow*
Ava MertIce Erickson*
Victor M. Garcia
Katherine Marie Garrity*
Cecilia J. Howard*
Kaitlyn Hrouda**
Elizabeth Ann Kudelka**
Brook Elizabeth McGill
Margaret Storm McGuiness*
Joely L. Rangel*
Marisol D. Rodriguez*
Manpreet Sandhu**
Ryann Nicole Souza*
Tyler J. Sponder
Queenie Rolen Ramos Tabag**
Alexis Tavolaro

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Physical Therapy
Renee Beausoleil Cordrey
Arun Garg
Carl Andrew Gustafson
Steven J. Lachowski
Carla Rauseo

DOCTOR OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Tara Ahlf*
Summer N. Becker*
Brett J. Berkowitz*
Caleb Bissette
Jennifer Boling
Jessica G. Boudreau**
Lindsey D. Brandwin 
Andrea I. Bucaro
Danica R. Buse
Felicia Cain
Andrew S. Clayman
Elizabeth Sonia Coneo
Carla Rose Ellsworth Contin
Jessica Convery
Jennifer Cooper
Joseph V. Diones
Lauren Fairchild
Irene Alexandra Fernandez
Matthew C. Gloster
Kerrie L. Gomes
James F. Green III*
Regan E. Hadley*
Michelle A. Harris
Melissa A. Hartley
Melissa Ann Holsinger**
Abigail L. Hyde**
Oscar Irizarry*
Joshua M. Jefferies*
Tyler Jones
Riley D. Judd
Kirun Kadiwar
Zoe Allegra Keyzer**
Lia R. Leone*
Alexandra K. Levy

Eliana Lochak
Brian J. Lopez
Andrew Mason
Claudia Mcdermott
Anna S. Mink
Alessandra E. Mondelli
Joseph Mota*
Leah E. Murray*
Lauren Norwood*
Samuel Peillon
Michael Perez*
Jordan A. Pittman
Seles E. Powell
Aisha Elina Qader
Juliana Rivera
Samantha Ruttan**
Nicole R. Scarpino*
Eric Schulz
Andrew Shoreibah
Hannah Kristine Sipos**
Hans R. Smelker
Brady Stadler
Karolyn M. Stine
Jacob Thomas Taylor*
Andrea Lee Tolleson
Alexander M. Ursitti*
Nathan Valtin
Joslyn Vega
Keith B. Vice
Steven Vish
Alexia Vizcarra Torres
Paige Ward
Haley C. Warren*
Courtney Marie Welhoelter
Paxton Wilson
Kaiwen Wu
James A. Zack**
Emad A. Ziadeh*

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Anesthesia
Olumide S. Akeredolu**
Kalhemir Arroyo Rodriguez*
Jasmine Bang
Harris J. Bockler
Emily M. Brunet*
Delaney Jewel Cohen
Alexander Creswell
Tram Dinh
Jonathan Durbin*
Madison Paige Ellis*
Nathaniel Falls*
Carter J. Filchak**
Julie Garrison**
Sabina Erika Hernandez
Mahnoor Taj Hussain
Umbreen A. Iqbal
Kelly Reed Jordan*
Jose Daniel Leon
Elyse Kay Lesco**
Karissa Liu*
Sam Maiocco
Lianne Mananquil
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

Lilly Jane Meyer*
Christopher Orlando Morales
George Nwosu*
Anthony Rusch, Jr.**
Jazlyn Delilah Solis*
Trang H. Trang**
Ariana Valenzuela*
Ashton Warne*
Daniel A. Wentland*
Kayla White*
Anne Young Zou

Sports Science
Peter Jackson Byers
Natalie Cargill
Kevin Hampton
Savannah Hyatt
Morgan Lynn Kane
Gabriella M. Legra
William Christopher Loging
Luckens Montimere
Augustus W. Pastos
Amber M. Plaza
Johnathan J. Polletta
Russel Robert Almazan Reside
Andrew Kevin Toledano

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors
†�Pan Student Government 
Association (PanSGA) 
Representative
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Processional.................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer............................................................................................................ �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ Jani E. Mauer, J.D., Professor, Shepard Broad College of Law

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, and Chief Academic Officer

Shepard Broad College of Law................................................................................. Olympia Ross Duhart, J.D., Interim Dean

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree.............................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... Bruce Rogow, J.D., Professor

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal 
Jani E. Mauer, J.D.

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Shepard Broad College of Law

May 15, 2025, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES
SHEPARD BROAD 
COLLEGE OF LAW 

JURIS DOCTOR 
Makenzi Monet Abelman*
Donald A. Affanato**
Brianna Lisamae Allen***
Arturo A. Alvarez*
Grecia V. Alvarez*
Jennifer M. Alvarez
Diane Amendolara*
Andrea Angel Riano**
Alexa Renee Aqwa*
Jhi Arnold-Cesar
Taylor Atallo
Pantea Atashbar***
Joseph M. Auspitz
Beatrice Aversano
Solange Y. Ballistreri**
Maxwell B. Baroody*
Allison Cay Bauer***
Jamie A. Baumgardner
Alexandra N. Benedit*
Hailey Ann Berger**
Karine Elise Berman
Ana E. Bettencourt***
Ferdi Bezek
Luiza Biaggi***
Thamar C. Binns
Jessica Q. Birbrayer*
Alexandra M. Birk**
Ryan A. Black**†
Joely Bowman
Brooke C. Boyd
Zachary A. Brill**
Alexa Marie Brin***
Kamryn Brodey*

Sofia Marie Cabrera
Brandon Harris Caine**
Madelyn Jane Canter
Gabriella M. Carone
Sarina I. Caskill*
Rafe A. Chikovsky*
Naiya Abena Chung
Milena Maria Cipressi**
Ana G. Claramunt*
Alexander L. Collura
Dominique Copeland
Claire Marie Cowser***
Nicholas R. Daratany
Taylor Anthony Davidson***
Noah Benjamin Dearman
Nandani Anjalie Deokarran**
Mateo Miguel Diaz
Gabriel J. Didato**
Isabelle B. Duran
Aubrey Corinne Eastyn
Laura Mercedes  
	 Echavarria Cohen***
Kelly Lynn Edge***
Benjamin Logan Eiglarsh*
Danielle Israel Engel**
Dwayne A. Estelle
Christian M. Estes***
Robert L. Fabelo*
Tyler F. Fahs
Michael Manuel Falcon
Chase Jordan Farache*
Marguerite A. Farrell
Zachary Charles Feldman***
Jonathan Andres Fernandez
Eric Parker Finkelstein**
Sara Victoria Flaum*
Armando M. Frias
Jennifer A. Friedman
Alec C. Gold*
Grasy Gomez

Kristina Gomez
Leonardo Gomez
Adrian Alberto Gonzalez
Gabriela Gonzalez*
Matthew R. Gracy
Olga Grynko
Hannah J. Gunnoe
Alejandro J. Gutierrez
Taylor Ariel Handelman**
Andrew Hausdorff***
Carlos M. Hernandez
Carolina Hernandez***
Summer A. Hetherton*
Alexis N. Hussar
Julia N. Incorvaia*
Noah Benjamin Jacobs
Coleman Curtis Jacobus
Nancy Tatiana Jaramillo-Vazquez
Matthew Johnson
Kaila A. Jones
Ameer Wahid Kahok*
Meisha-Ann Melissa Kelly*
Ansharah Aman Khan
Edward Kier IV
Ashlyn D. Kirkendoll***
Shelly A. Klein
Zora Kocumova*
Harrison Kyle
Sabrina Marie La Rosa*
Shelby Marilyn Langer
Huascar Lara
Muajkoob M. Lee
Maleny León-Rivera*
Merick Tyler Lewin***
Cara J. Leydig*
Lauren Alexis Lindahl***
Sophia J. Lopez*
John D. Lynn*
Isabel S. Mainero**
Julia Catherine Marano*

Natalie M. Maria**
Marla Markowitz
Devin Elizabeth Martinez**
Madison Evelyn Mathews***
Mikayla S. Mathews**
Monterey K. Mceachern
Jan L. Medina Caraballo**
Claudia Moliner Martinez***
Kourosh Momeni
Diego Fernando Moreno*
Brynn A. Mortensen Larsen*
Nisa A. Moses***
Alisha A. Motiwala
Maxwell David Nacht
Brian R. Novak
Maria C. Ochoa Giraldo
Christopher Lester Ortega Hidalgo*
Nathaniel R. Ortegon*
Marina Oses
Natalie Mae Owchariw**
Austin R. Pajak**
Carolyn Marie Pardilla*
Dulce Maria Paz**
Kiahna Perez*
Jake Pfundstein**
Danielle M. Pierre
Federico M. Pohls**
Carla Pompa***
Lynn A. Posner
Damien Maximilian Priestman
Hannah P. Primozic
Melissa Ann Prio***
Daniel Quintero
Kenan B. Radwan***
Kiran Amita Rajkumar
Alexis Kelsey Ramdeen
Jazmine S. Ramirez
Lindsay S. Reich
Jonathan R. Renfroe
Tara K. Richards
Mario Anthony Rivera

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Javier David Rodriguez*
Katherine M. Rodriguez
Laura Rodriguez***
Jennifer C. Rogers
Rachel Lyndsay Rosen***
Zachary Rosen
Taylor N. Rosner*
Katherine Ross**
Brandon Max Rothstein
Jordan Arielle Royt*
Alyssa Salbe
Elissa M. Salcerio
Sommer R. Sandler*
Jenna Michelle Sarner
Mateo Scaccia***
Savana Scarborough**
Carley E. Sheppard***
Jennifer Shiner*
Megan K. Simeon***
Sha’ Tara Ja’ Myra Simmons*
Sara Singer
Malvika Rajesh Singh
Roxana Smith***
Andrew Christopher Sparks
Angelo D. Spataro
Maximilian Tadeusz Stalmach
Adam J. Sturm
Janessa M. Suarez
Adam R. Suss
Victoria Tabari
Alfred Tahmasian*
Shannon D. Taub
Madison P. Tepper
Ivania D. Teran*†
Elizabeth G. Thomas**
Emily N. Tomchin
Jordanna M. Torres
Alene Trindade Bandeira Lima
Chiara Troiano***
Jakub Trunda***
Brendan J. Tumulty
Asli N. Uzumcu
Laura A. Vargas Gallardo
Melinda Lyn Villanueva
Justin L. Wald
Christopher Grant Walford, Jr.***
Skye D. Warton
Cristina M. Wayt***
Zacary Lee Williams
Cole M. Wissman
Amira Shirley Wooten
Michelle Amelia Yakobi***
Shimon Yanovsky
Jordan Paige Zane
Olga Zaynetdinova*

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Education Law
Robert A. Fitzgerald
Ashley Flood
Heather Marie Knickerbocker***
Isaiah Living***
Melody LaShonda’ McKnight**

Mary Ellen Moltumyr**
Taylor Marie O’Brien**
Riley Brennan Petrucelli***
Natalie Robbins*
Dalton Patrick Rumie**
Patricia Elizabeth Thomas
Renee Yarrington***

Employment Law
Norma R. Anderson
Nicole Arana**
Kimberlee Marie Barker
Adria Barrington
Irving I. Forestier**
Shaniec Haynes**
Jennifer Marchese**
Stephanie M. Neal***
Sana Saif Tirmazee
Tiara E. Todd*
Luis Velez

Health Law 
Demetrius Latreece Atterberry
Sophia Bailey
Avis Renee Evans**
Grace E. Frost
Maya Harding
Annesha Harrison
Angella M. Lattibeaudiere**
Raquel Rebecca Parker**
Kelli Renee Reed
Emily Turner
Martin Zuluaga**

Law and Policy 
Simon Abramov***
Tamilia Ellishia Burrows
Timothy Cole**
Claire Deeb***
Isabel Fernandez**
Saintax Junior Guerrier**
Monique Jeffers**
Jazmyne Jones
Anitra Lacy
Victoria James Liddell***
Imani N. Lorceus
Jessica Tran Nguyen
Jazzmine Janay Nickerson
Jaleesa Marie Pyfrom*
Folashade Quadri
Vershaè Quinn
Gabriel Robinson**
Jamielee Rousseau
Yoanni Santana
Anthony C. Williams***
Wanda Denise Williams**

*Cum Laude 
**Magna Cum Laude 
***Summa Cum Laude
†�Pan Student Government 
Association (PanSGA) 
Representative
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Processional.................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer........................................................................................................... �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ ��Barbara Arcos, D.O., Chair and Associate Professor,  
Department of Family Medicine, Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of  
Osteopathic Medicine

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, and Chief Academic Officer

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine.......................................... Elaine M. Wallace, D.O., Ed.S., M.S.4, Dean and Professor

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree.............................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... Robert Hill

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Presentation of Oath.................................................................................................... �Mark Sandhouse, D.O., M.S., Executive Associate Dean

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal 
�Barbara Arcos, D.O.

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine

May 15, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES
DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
OSTEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Family Therapy
Christine Donalds-Rose
Emily M. Garcia
Jamie-Lyn M. Richartz**
Ben-Gassendi St. Juste**
Julie Ann Vinci**

DOCTOR OF MARRIAGE AND 
FAMILY THERAPY 
Juliana Benedetti Becker
Paulette Andrea Francis Duhaney**
Mariana Guzman de Perez

DOCTOR OF  
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
Amy A. Abdou
Abbas Ahsan Abidi
Andrew Abraham
Nahiyan Ahmed
Miis Akel
Amal Akhtar
Rachel Colette Alef
Javier Alejandro Alfonso
Fadumo Ali
Joseph M. Al-Kirwi
Omar Altabbakh
Quratulain Amin

Daran N. Amini
Morgan Andrade
Taylor Appelbaum
Sebastian Arango
Andrew D. Ardeljan
Michael Brian Argent
Stephanie Arias
Dillon Armstrong
Dania de Lourdes Arrechavaleta
Henry Ash
Freda Assuah
Jessica Gibson Asuquo
Sarah Azam
John Austin Barnes
Maya Barrant
Crystal Silva Barroca
Mahi Basra
Chad Bates
Courtney Ann Baxter
Yasmine Tala Bazzi
Tyler Beining
Isaac A. Bell
Markeeta Tonya Belmar*
Meghan Claire Benedict
Alin Benny
Kyra Shoshannah Feiga Berger
Sanjana Bhargava
Venkat R. Bhaskara
Alexander Blanca*
Paige Bonner
Travis Brauer
Justin David Brodsky
Bailey Brown
Anusha Bukhari
Haley Marie Busenbarrick
Jonathan Byrne
Jacqueline Carbone
Andrew James Carilli
Brianna Castellano
Courteney Castellano
Jeremy Castro

Jessica Caushi
Justin O. Ceballos
John Louis Cerillo
Ashin Chadha
Brendan Chernicki**
Sydney Chummar
Kevin Chun
Andrew Clifford
Beatriz Cobo Dominguez
Lisa Cochran**
Daniel Patricio Colado
Jessica Colon
Cody James Convery
Maria Isabella Arceo Cruz
Kiely Morgan Curran
Miranda Rose Daye*
William Jacob Delladio
Stanley Robert Dennison III
Bindiya Desai
Nithya Gowri Devanathan
Supriya Dhaurali
Oscar Alejandro Diaz
Kaitlyn Nicole Dittmer
Danielle Sarah Donahue
Jordan Elizabeth Dressel
Konrad Maksymillian Drzymalski
Devon Durham
Alexandra Carmen Echevarria
Mark Z. Elias
Jerry Thomas Ennolikara
Dyllan Epstein
Aja Aimee Erskine
Ruslan Esenov
Nazanin Fakharzadeh
Mackenzie R. Fannin
Randy Lee Felber, Jr.*
Alexnys Fernandez-Pacheco
Sydney Leonora Ferrebus
Michael Flowers
Lorenzo Robert Fonteyn
Carolina Formoso

Thomas Gerard Fulciniti
Kellie Nicole Fusco
Katerina Nichole Futch
Mam Jarra Gai
Jackson Thomas Gamer*
Vaibhav Dinesh Gandhi
Kristen Garcia
Mallory Garfield
Rishma Gattu
Allen Gee
Elizabeth Marie Geyer-Roberts
Joseph Gary Gofman
Alyssa Grace Goldman
Victor Manuel Gomez
Jomaries Ohamy Gomez Rosado
Luis Carlos Gonzalez Isoba*
Juan Carlos Gonzalez Salazar
Grant Gramling
Tigran Grigoryan
Julia Grote
Nicholas R. Guest 
John Michael Haffey
Mariah Kathryn Hamby
Ethan David Hare
Brianna Hartley*
Ibrahim Hasan
Ahmed Reda Hassad
Dylan Richey Hedin
Philip John Helderlein, Jr.
Harper Henderson
Donna Herber
Amanda Hernandez
Salome Myriam Herzstein
Katherine Nicole Higgins
Taelor Highland
Mariah Ann Hildebrand
Austin Hill
Jodi Sum-Yu Ho
Lauren Ashley Homolka
Jared Howell
Shakil Obaidul Huq

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Michael Carter Huzior*
Leah Ilyaev
Emily Anne Ina*
Adrian Stefan Ionescu
Aditi Islam
John D. Iwaniec
Kailey Denise Jacobson
Isha Jinwala
Gregory James Johanning
Timothy Asher Johnson
Carmel Maria Joseph
Eileen Joseph
Ernesto Joubran
Issa Jundi
Paul Kaldas
Klea Kalenja
Sahib Singh Kalra
Irene Kamel
Jagannath Kandadai
Abrar Karim
Sabine Katsoulos
Matthew Patrick Keany
Kaylan Alyssa Kelly*
Scotland Rose Kemper
Rachel Hannah Kessler
Randy Young Kim
Connor Tuohy King*
Adam Jacob Klein
Mariah Daly Klingler
Kimberly Ann Kluglein**
Roshni Kotwani
Divya Kumar
Riya Marisa Kumar
Nitya Kumaran
Aryan Lajevardi
Jessica Lynn Landi
Thuy-Mai Le 
David Walker Lee
Vincent Lee
Lexie Kai Leon
Astrid Carolina Leonardo
Megan Jean Leslie
Dianna Esther Levin
Justin S. Levy
Tara Lewandowski
Karolina Lewczuk
Mason Life*
Joshua James Lim
Jaeina Larein Limbo
Kolin Limbrick
Gabriela Elenia Llerena
Kateleen Lopez
Oliwia Los
Sariane Louis
Heather Renee Lumley
Tiffany Nikki Lusic
Sarah Lynch*
Amanda Maddrey
Amar Mahbubani*
John Herald Major
Abhimannu Majumder
Ricardo Maldonado-Puebla
Camilla Mancuso
Arhum Mannan

Mownika Mantripragada
Jason L. Marcus
Biura Markarian
Annette K. Mathew
Neethu B. Mathew
Daniel Brian May
Brandon Austin McConnell
Joseph McGrath
Gunner Wilson McIlvaine
Madison Ann Mellquist
Kian Memari
Joseph Landon Mercen
Thomas Edward Messer
Lauren Nicole Miceli
Cyril Mina*
Sarah Miranda
Sophia Fega Mirkin*
Sukanya Mohan
Taylor Mohr
Sydney Alexandra Molenaar
Sana Moon
Kevin Moran
Karina Moreira
Pamella Consonni Morello
Michael Moussa
Kami Mukenschnabl
Cristina Munoz
Hilmi-Musa Mustafa
Harshita Nadella
Sepideh Nadery
Riley Nadolny
Dipika Nagliya*
Shreya Harish Narayan
Joel David Nash
Anvita Nath
Evan Alexander Nathan
Meera Sanjay Navadia
Jeffrey Joshua Neuman**
William Markham New
Hoang Anh Xuan Nguyen
Kieusa Thai Minhnha Nguyen
Nikita Nunes Espat
Abdul Rahman Bashar Omari
Omobusayo Funke Omotayo
Gabriella N. Orta Vazquez
Angelica Talia Ortega
Maria Alejandra Ortiz
Sana Padival
Sulaiman Paika
Joo Heon Park
Darshil Mukesh Patel
Hemangi Patel
Hiren Jagdish Patel
Janavi Patel
Krina V. Patel
Krupa Patel
Lisa Rajesh Patel
Nikita Pragnesh Patel
Pooja Sanat Patel
Saajan Rahul Patel
Shivani Patel
Heather Ann Paul
Collin Payne*
Kaitlyn Ann Pearl

Cadynce Peltzer
Ria Peralta
Julian Perez
Thinh Van Pham
Brandon Maxwell Phillips
Annalena Jean Pirovic
Sneha Polam
Carmen Alexandra Pounsberry
Samantha Leigh Powers**
Victoria Rose Prager
Bobby Griffin Price
Shawn David Price
Barbara Prol
Phanthira Pugdeethosapol
Akif Raiyan Rahman
Mayisah Rahman
Sina Rahmani
Parth M. Raina
Chandler Grace Randall
Kyle Mathew Rasmussen
Dhruv Ratra
Ramya Raj Ravulapalli
Jonathan Richard  
	 Raymond-Lezman
Justin David Reidy
Tyler James Reilly
Devan Reiss
Christopher Rennie
Dillin James Rhatigan
Maria Ricciardi
Will S. Roberts
Angelica Roger
Brian Lester Roland
Carlos Jefferson Roman
Riley Ann Rose
Jace Rowley
David Elias Sabat
Rosie Saikaly
Quincy Saint-Hilaire
Luke Sampiere
Jaron C. Sanchez*
Avva Saniee
Christopher Gerard Santucci
Jenna Christine Sanzone
Evan Sarmiento
Elaine Elizabeth Saugar
McKenna C. Schaar**
Jeffrey David Schaefer
Jacob Schaffer
David M. Schneider
Brett Schonewolf
Robyn Schultz
Ian Segel
Se Yeon Seo
Yi Yeon Seo
Omar Seyam
Kriya H. Shah
Nisarg N. Shah
Ravi Chetan Shah
Zaynah Shahab
Benjamin Shao
Gong Li Shao
Lucas Shapiro*
Valeriya Shaporova

Rolee Sharma
Jay Sheth
Courtney Shiflett
Arianne Angelica Shipp
Alexxia N. Shortall
Wamika M. Shoukat
Kristel Fabiana Sibaja
Imaan Siddiqui
Steven Anthony Siena
Daniel Miguel Simms
Jesse Friedlander Simon
Alyson Nicole Skelly
Benjamin Sever Smith
Camden Michael Stentzel Smith
Kristina Smith
Carly Snytte
Alexandria Therese Sobczak
Sydney Rae Solomon**
Maria Sosa 
Patrick Connor Spiddle
Gayathri Srinivasan
Cody Wayne Steed
Alison Stern-Harbutte
Michael Amann Strayhorn
Preeya Subedi
Albert Joseph Santos Sulangi
Patryk Sulich
Yiqun Sun
Divya Sunny
Delwin Suraj
Amulya Reddy Surakanti**
Samyukta Swaminath
Emily Kate Swan
Oneeb Tahir
David Tamargo
Rachel Tatro
Caitlin Drakeley Taylor
Lauren Elizabeth Taylor
Justice Nicole Thigpen
Bhavya Tara Thuremella
Carel Toro*
Mallory Elizabeth Towe
Brandon Michael Tran
Brian Chuan-Git Tran
Simon Tran
Tram Ngoc Phuong Tran
Henry Earl Tremain III
Lindsay Kaitlin Trigg*
Colten Wei-Wen Tsai
Tevin Solomon Um
Gregory Steven Vance
Annelies Vanderveen
Vivian Varghese
Varna Venkatachalam
Nicole Vilar
Marjorie Viteritti*
Mary Kathryn Vollmer**
Simran Wadhwa
Sameerah Wahab
Hassaan Wajeeh**
Karina P. Wang
Alaina Werling*
Shannon Leigh Westwood
Brigitte Alexandra Wodrich
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Summer Wong
Brianna Woodbeck
Maggie Elizabeth Wright
Michael Thomas Wu**
Vivian Xu
Alexis Jo Yagoda
Deepti Venkata Sai Yechuri
Caitlin Zeher
Angel Wen Ying Zhang
Winnie Yongyi Zhang*
Jason Zheng
Patricia Zielinski
Hanan Zisling

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Anisha Ahmed
Ali Abdulmalik S. Althubyani**
Hannah Leandrea Baker
Massah Bassie*
Chance C. Bess
Jesse Benjamin Blogg
Latoria Brown*
Theresa Calixte
Josiah Celestine
Cordroy Vestin Charles, Sr.
Olivia Elizabeth Davy
Sydney Leonora Ferrebus**
Rylee Azia Gardner
Alana Roy George
Esma Gichi
Kelly M. Grabowski
Kyarrah D. Grant*
Tigran Grigoryan
Tessa J. Grotzinger
Ryan Peyton Grundig
Shade-Ann Christel Isidore*
Rouzbeh Javanshir Heidari**
Shalea A. Jones
Jade Electra Kushner*
Courtney Marie Laczko**
Kristopher S. Lalji**
Angel Tien-Xiao Ly
Amar Mahbubani
Anjolie Shani Mangry
Calah Martin*
Aden Lea Meeker
Layara Mejias Lazo
Samrah Nasir Mitha*
Christine A. Morris*
Myhikkah Rickara Marie Morris
Sofia America Padilla*
Isa Neris Prude*
Lexxus Ariana Roberts*
Adriana Brooke Sapp*
Rama Tarakji*
Joy E. Taveras
Anne Saskia Theard*
Megan Upshaw*
Alexander C. Worts*

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Couple and Family Therapy
Ismael Jesus Abreu
Debra Benjamin**
Jenelle Melissa Bennett**
Chelsea Carmody
Nickelle Decius
Melanie P. Jacocks
Syed Muhammad Mehdi Jafri
Anne Marie Mathews
Estefany Noemi Quijano
Sherisa Shalene Rivera
Tamia Michelle Thomas**
Isabel Toscano
Melanie Shuron Vohs
Erica Wammock

Disaster and  
Emergency Management 
Cherellda Testchan  
	 Branch-Mckenzie
Jeremy Coy**
Rachael Aubrey Duncan**
Kazandra Garcia Fontanez
Katherine Elizabeth Harper
Humza Qureshi*
Odanys Velazquez
Ricardo Velez

Family Therapy
Deborah Gayle Cole
Brenton Palmer
Michelle Weisz

Foundational and Integrated 
Medical Science
Bibi Chaterpateah
Nirun Kumaresan
Haoxi Li
Katherine Rajschmir
Jordyn Lynnia Richardson
Krupa Shah**
Ethan Stav
Sahithi Tumuluri

Health Informatics
Arin Amin
Fatima Shakur Caines**
Kanwal Zahid Chaudhry**
Salman Chaudhry*
Randy Daniel**
Maykel Dominguez
Gustavo Adolfo Holguin Villarreal**
Gabrielle Victoria Hopkins*
Consuela W. Jones
Taesha Milfort**
Bryana L. Moring**
Kevin J. Murillo**
Samhita Naredrula
Christopher Norman

Erin O’Hara**
Emmanuel N. Okafor
Sameer Ashok Phalak**
Tahisha Pierre**
Nikki Michelle Thompson
Lavern Sue-Ann Walker

Medical Education
Dana M. R. Bukhzam**
Madison Lynn Cassidy
Andrew Younghwan Cho**
Diana Duarte
Carlie Groeschen*
Esther Lee Guard**
Nimmi Marie Mathews**
Maryam Robinson**
Divya Sunny**

Nutrition
Isabella Abbinante*
Maryam Al Mulla*
Danielle Teresa Baldizzi**
Jacqueline Barcelo**
Gina Becerra*
Nicole R. Branum*
Sonia Lillian Casanova
Aharon Micah Corseri*
Reena K. Dhawan*
Madison Marie Doten**
Crystal Michelle Duque*
Tanya Farfan**
Sarah Franco**
Mars Garcia**
Teresa Kay Glynn**
Toye Jackman**
Mileka Joseph*
Rachel J. Keating
Tessa Keller**
Catalina Alessandra  
	 Luengo Vasquez*
Cameron Michael McFarland
Rupali Panse
Arju Parajuli**
Jasmine Peisach*
Deustchny Poitevien*
Juan Ramirez
Kieren J. Ritter**
Caroline Frances Root**
Jeffrey David Schaefer**
Lokia Smith**
Peighton Stone*
Ashmita Thakur**
Emily Iris Torres**
Skylar G. Watson**
Hayley N. Wingate**
Maggie Elizabeth Wright
Olivia Yorizzo**

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors
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MAY 9, 2025 
MORNING CEREMONY

AMBASSADOR JIMMY KOLKER has made global diplomacy and 
health policy his life’s work. He has dedicated 30 years to the 
U.S. Department of State, but his commitment extends beyond 
government service. His leadership and dedication to improving 
health outcomes in underserved communities has left an 
indelible mark, impacting the lives of millions around the world.

Kolker graduated magna cum laude from Carleton College 
with a Bachelor of Arts and hold a master’s degree in public 
administration from Harvard Kennedy School. He served as 
the U.S. Ambassador to Burkina Faso from 1999 to 2002 and 
to Uganda from 2002 to 2005. In these positions, he was 
instrumental in strengthening bilateral relations and advancing 
public health initiatives. During Kolker’s tenure in Uganda, he 
played a key role in launching the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), a landmark program that has saved 
millions of lives.

Following Kolker’s diplomatic service, he served as deputy 
global AIDS coordinator from 2005 to 2007, overseeing the 
implementation of PEPFAR. He then joined UNICEF as chief 
of the HIV/AIDS Section, focusing on preventing mother-to-
child transmission of HIV, expanding pediatric treatment, and 
safeguarding adolescents and young people from HIV/AIDS.

In 2011, Kolker was appointed assistant secretary for global 
affairs at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
He served as the department’s chief health diplomat until his 
retirement in 2017. 

Ambassador Jimmy Kolker has served on boards and advisory 
committees for entities, such as Last Mile Health, the Global 
Antibiotic Research and Development Partnership, and Texas 
Children’s Hospital’s Global HOPE pediatric cancer initiative. He 
has actively engaged with nongovernmental organizations and 
foundations to improve world health.

MAY 9, 2025  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

CHAD A. PERLYN, M.D., PH.D., M.B.A.,  is the executive vice 
president and chief medical officer at Nova Southeastern 
University (NSU) and the executive medical director of NSU 
Heath. As such, he directs the university’s health care network, 
including eight colleges focused on education and research, 
as well as NSU Health, its patient-centered health care system. 
He is also the dean and a professor at NSU’s Dr. Kiran C. Patel 
College of Allopathic Medicine. Perlyn joined NSU in December 
2024, after serving as senior vice president at Nicklaus 
Children’s Health System, where he led surgical services, 
community health, and corporate responsibility.

A distinguished leader in plastic and craniofacial surgery, Perlyn 
made significant contributions at Nicklaus Children’s Health 
System, which he joined in 2009 as a pediatric plastic surgeon 
and later served in leadership roles, including president of 
Nicklaus Children’s Pediatric Specialists, medical director of 
Surgical Services, and chairman of the Ambulatory Surgical 
Center. He expanded the physician group by  
50 percent, led major affiliations, and developed multiple new 
practice sites and programs. Under his leadership, operational 
improvements were made, including streamlined patient access, 
scheduling, and revenue cycle processes. He also spearheaded 
the opening of the $180-million Kenneth C. Griffin Surgical 
Tower, transforming pediatric surgical care in South Florida.

Perlyn is a global health leader, actively involved with the G4 
Alliance on surgical care in low- and middle-income countries 
and collaborating with Partners in Health in Haiti and Kausay 
Wasi in Peru to improve accessible, affordable health care 
worldwide. As a board-certified pediatric plastic surgeon, he 
cares for children with congenital differences and contributes to 
the field through publications, lectures, and media commentary.

Perlyn earned his M.D. from the University of Miami, completed 
surgical training at Washington University/Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital, and obtained a doctorate in craniofacial molecular 
biology from the University of Oxford. He also holds an 
M.B.A. in health care education from the University of Miami’s 
Herbert Business School and a degree in English literature from 
Northwestern University. A Miami native, Perlyn enjoys ocean 
activities, marathon running, photography, and travel.

DISTINGUISHED HONOREES

Commencement Speakers

GRADUATE
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MAY 15, 2025 
MORNING CEREMONY

BRUCE ROGOW, J.D., is a distinguished attorney, educator, 
and advocate who has left an indelible mark on the legal 
profession. He has dedicated more than 55 years to the legal 
field, representing governmental entities, public officials, 
trial and appellate judges, law firms, lawyers, corporations, 
and countless individuals of public interest. As the founding 
professor of law at Nova Southeastern University’s Law Center, 
as well as in numerous other educator roles, he has made a 
profound impact on the education of generations of students 
and legal professionals.

Rogow graduated from the University of Florida in 1963 with 
a Juris Doctor degree. He began his career with the Lawyers 
Constitutional Defense Committee, representing civil rights 
workers in Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana from 1964 
to1966. He then served as a faculty member at the University of 
Miami and later joined what would become Nova Southeastern 
University (NSU). At NSU, he taught for 40 years, also serving 
as co-dean of the Law Center from 1978 to 1979, and as acting 
dean in 1984.

Throughout Rogow’s career, he has argued more than 450 
civil and criminal cases in federal and state appellate courts, 
including 11 landmark cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. His 
legal acumen has led to major victories, including representing 
Palm Beach County in the 2000 presidential election litigation 
and securing reversals of multimillion-dollar judgments for 
major clients.

Rogow’s unparalleled achievements have earned him a spot 
in every edition of The Best Lawyers in America for more than 
three decades. His thoughts are frequently requested by the 
media when a legal opinion is sought.

Rogow’s contributions have been recognized in the field 
with his election as a fellow of the American Academy of 
Appellate Lawyers and the American College of Trial Lawyers. 
His outstanding service has earned him numerous accolades, 
including the Reginald Heber Smith Award, the James C. Adkins 
Award, recognition as Most Effective Class Action Lawyer,  
and more.

MAY 15, 2025  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

ROBERT C. HILL, JR., M.P.H., PMP, serves as vice president 
of community impact for the American Heart Association, 
where he leads strategic initiatives to create healthier, more 
equitable communities across Florida. With a Master of 
Public Health from Nova Southeastern University’s Dr. Kiran 
C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine, he has gained 
more than 15 years of leadership experience in health care 
promotion, disease prevention, and public health innovation. 
Hill supports shaping the next generation of professionals 
by serving as a collaborator and lecturer for the college. His 
strategic partnerships and advocacy efforts continue to make 
a meaningful impact on community health, showcasing a 
dedication to creating healthier, more resilient communities.

Inspired by early experiences witnessing health disparities 
firsthand, Hill’s work continues to be fueled by a simple belief, 
that collaboration, compassion, and bold ideas can build a 
future where every person has the opportunity to thrive. Raised 
with a deep awareness of how health disparities impact real 
families, his career has been steered by gratitude, empathy, and 
a love for community. Time and again, he has turned challenges 
into opportunities—from pivoting educational programs during 
the pandemic to leading policy wins that reshape the health 
landscape for thousands.

Hill has been honored as a Rising Star: 40 Under 40 in 
Florida. He has also been recognized nationally as one of the 
Most Influential in Health and Wellness. Among his proudest 
achievements are speaking at briefings on Capitol Hill for 
children’s health and founding the Miami-Dade County Nutrition 
Security Collaborative, a pioneering effort that brought new 
resources and sustainable change to local communities.

Hill’s belief is simple but powerful. Transformational change 
comes not only from taking chances and pushing past 
perceived limits, but also from the small, daily acts of service 
and collaboration that build lasting bridges between people 
and opportunity.
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ALLOPATHIC MEDICINE OATH

I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment,  
this covenant:

I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in 
whose steps I walk and gladly share such knowledge as is mine 
with those who are to follow.

I will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures [that] 
are required, avoiding those twin traps of overtreatment 
and therapeutic nihilism. I will remember that there is art 
to medicine as well as science, and that warmth, sympathy, 
and understanding may outweigh the surgeon’s knife or the 
chemist’s drug. 

I will not be ashamed to say “I know not,” nor will I fail to call 
in my colleagues when the skills of another are needed for a 
patient’s recovery. I will respect the privacy of my patients, for 
their problems are not disclosed to me that the world may know. 
Most especially must I tread with care in matters of life and 
death. If it is given me to save a life, all thanks. But it may also 
be within my power to take a life; this awesome responsibility 
must be faced with great humbleness and awareness of my own 
frailty. Above all, I must not play at God.

I will remember that I do not treat a fever chart, a cancerous 
growth, but a sick human being, whose illness may affect 
the person’s family and economic stability. My responsibility 
includes these related problems if I am to care adequately for  
the sick. 

I will prevent disease whenever I can, for prevention is 
preferable to cure. 

I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special 
obligations to all my fellow human beings, those sound of mind 
and body as well as the infirm. If I do not violate this oath, may 
I enjoy life and art, respected while I live and remembered with 
affection thereafter. May I always act so as to preserve the finest 
traditions of my calling, and may I long experience the joy of 
healing those who seek my help.

OATHS

ANESTHESIA OATH

I hereby solemnly swear in the presence of all assembled today 
to carry out, to the best of my abilities, the following oath: 

I will strive to reduce the suffering of my patients at all times 
and never will I use my skills to knowingly cause injury or for 
any wrongdoing. 

I will treat all patients with equal energy and respect for their 
diversity while safeguarding their privacy and honoring their 
right of autonomy.

I will work to be an exemplary ambassador of the 
anesthesiologist assistant profession and will always work to 
strengthen its place in the health care team. 
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DENTAL MEDICINE OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about  
to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve 
the health of my patients, to retain their confidence and respect, 
and to perform faithfully my professional duties.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit 
of progressive cooperation. And I will look with respect and 
esteem upon all those who have taught me my art.

To my college, I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and 
for the interest of the students who will come after me.

I will ever be alert to further the application of basic biological 
truths and technical advances in my chosen profession,  
dental medicine.

AUDIOLOGY OATH

As a Doctor of Audiology, I pledge to practice the art and 
science of my profession to the best of my ability and to be 
ethical in conduct.

I will respect and honor my teachers, and also, those who forged 
the path I freely follow

According to their example, I will continue to expand my 
knowledge and improve my skills.

I will collaborate with my fellow audiologists and other 
professionals for the benefit of our patients.

I will, to the best of my ability and judgment, evaluate, manage, 
and treat my patients.

I will willingly do no harm, but rather always strive to provide 
care according to the standards of the profession.

I will act to the benefit of those needing care, striving to see that 
none go untreated.

I will practice when competent to do so, and refer all others to 
practitioners capable of providing care in keeping with this oath.

I will aspire to personal and professional conduct free  
from corruption.

I will keep in confidence all information made known to me 
about my patients.

As a Doctor of Audiology, I agree to be held accountable for any 
violation of this oath and the ethics of the profession.

While I keep this oath unviolated, may it be granted to me to 
enjoy life and the practice of the art and science of audiology, 
respected by all persons, in all times.
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OATHS

OPTOMETRIC OATH

With full deliberation, I freely and solemnly pledge that:

I affirm that the health of my patient will be my first 
consideration.

I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and 
conscientiously, and to the fullest scope of my competence.

I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the 
highest standards, ethics, and ideals of my chosen profession 
and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has 
been granted me.

I will provide professional care for the diverse populations who 
seek my services, with concern, with compassion, and with due 
regard for their human rights and dignity.

I will work to expand access to quality care and improve health 
equity for all communities.

I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above 
personal gain and strive to see that none shall lack for  
proper care.

I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted 
to me in confidence by my patients.

I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may 
serve to restore, maintain, or enhance their vision and  
general health.

I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so 
that my patients may benefit from all new and efficacious means 
to enhance the care of human vision.

I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my  
fellow doctors of optometry and other professionals for the 
benefit of patients and the advancement of human knowledge  
and welfare.

I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country, and 
humankind as a citizen, as well as a doctor of optometry.

I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of 
this, my solemn oath and obligation.

OSTEOPATHIC OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about  
to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve 
the health and the life of my patients; to retain their confidence 
and respect, both as a physician and a friend who will guard 
their secrets with scrupulous honor and fidelity; to perform 
faithfully my professional duties; and to employ only those 
recognized methods of treatment consistent with good 
judgment and with my skills and ability, keeping in mind always 
nature’s laws and the body’s inherent capacity for recovery. 

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, though it 
will be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit 
of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act cast 
imputations upon them or their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have 
taught me my art.

To my college, I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and 
for the interest of the students who will come after me.

I will ever be alert to further the application of basic truths to 
the healing arts and to develop the principles of osteopathy, 
which were first enunciated by Andrew Taylor Still.
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PHARMACIST OATH

I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others 
through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfilling this vow:

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my 
primary concerns.

I will treat all patients with dignity and respect and will not 
discriminate against any patient.

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of 
my ability to assure optimal outcomes for all patients.

I will respect and protect all personal and health information 
entrusted to me.

I will accept the responsibility to improve my professional 
knowledge, expertise, and self-awareness.

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of 
our profession’s moral, ethical, and legal conduct.

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care.

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values to 
prepare the next generation of pharmacists.

I take these vows voluntarily, with the full realization of the 
responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.

PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH

As I enter the profession of physical therapy, I solemnly and 
willingly pledge the following:

I will strive to demonstrate professionalism as reflected in the 
American Physical Therapy Association’s Core Values in all my 
professional and personal endeavors.

I will respect the rights and dignity of all individuals and will 
provide compassionate care.

I will be trustworthy in all aspects of physical therapy practice.

I will place the welfare of my patients above my own  
self-interest.

I will provide accurate and relevant information to  
patients about their care and to the public about physical 
therapy services.

I will exercise sound judgment and comply with the laws and 
regulations that govern physical therapy and will protect the 
public from unethical, incompetent, and illegal acts.

I will maintain professional competence and promote high 
standards for physical therapy practice, education, and research.

I will address the health needs of society and strive to effect 
changes that benefit patients and the community.

I will contribute to the body of knowledge that is  
physical therapy.

I will respect the rights, knowledge, and skills of colleagues and 
other health care professionals and seek consultation whenever 
the welfare of the patient may be advanced.

Thus, with this pledge, I freely accept the responsibilities that 
accompany the academic preparation for, and the practice of, 
physical therapy.
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Ceremonial garments worn at academic 
functions take their meaning from the original 
centers of learning of the western world in 
the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, 
and gowns of the early students and monks 
have been held through the centuries to be 
traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion 
so basic to education and to the deliberate and 
orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the 
gradual rise of the great universities across 
Europe, and the ever-increasing awareness 
of the decisive role of education in the entire 
development of civilization influenced leaders 
among academicians in their desire for a 
singular identity. In the attempt to create this 
differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval 
system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat 
of arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and 
patterns of colorful design had been adopted to 
denote the distinctive character of designated 
chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical 
heraldry became, then, simply identification. As 
such, measures were taken to signify through 
distinctive markings on the academicians’ attire 
the institution that had granted the degree, 
the field of learning in which the degree had 
been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., 
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the 
cap, the gown, and the hood—it is the hood 
that offers the most abundant and most readily 
discernible information about its owner. The 
inner lining of the hood identifies the institution 
at which the individual earned the degree. 
Some schools have adopted two-color patterns 
and introduced chevrons and bars in various 
designs to set themselves apart from other 
institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood 
indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. The list 
at the conclusion of this section will explain 
this relationship. A final feature of the hood 
concerns its length and width and distinguishes 
further between holders of bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degrees. The length of the hood 
for the bachelor’s degree is three feet, closed 
at the bottom, and with a velvet border of 
two inches. At Nova Southeastern University, 
however, individuals receiving a bachelor’s 
degree do not wear a hood. A master’s degree 
holder has a hood three and one-half feet in 
length with a three-inch wide border, and  
the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals 
with a doctoral degree wear a hood four  
feet in length, open at the bottom, with a  
five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown also aids in differentiating 
between the three levels of degrees. The 
bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and falls 

in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It 
may be recognized most readily by the long, 
pointed sleeves. The master’s degree gown is 
somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The 
sleeves are oblong in shape and open at the 
wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square 
cut while the front edge has a cutaway arc. The 
doctoral gown is more elaborate, with velvet 
panels down the front and around the neck of 
the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the 
end and have three bars of the same material as 
the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. 
It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental  
in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been 
adopted throughout most universities in the 
United States, although tams have become 
increasingly fashionable to denote holders of 
the doctoral degree. Colored tassels are usually 
worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. These denote the field of learning.

The color, indeed, the flamboyance, of 
academic dress undoubtedly adds to the 
sense of occasion at academic ceremonies. 
But as its historical roots show, it has a much 
deeper significance. It is an outward sign of 
the universality of universities, and of their 
responsibility for certain timeless values 

essential to the freedom of inquiry: tolerance 
of alternative views and courage in maintaining 
one’s own tirelessness in the pursuit of truth 
and the free exchange of knowledge. Its 
wearing marks also the responsibility of the 
new graduate to maintain and uphold these 
ideals. These fundamentals of academic 
freedom have not been threatened in this 
country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of 
traditional academic dress was underlined 
in recent years by scholars from Central and 
Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their 
use of academic robes became a symbol of 
their refusal to be dominated completely by 
political forces and the state, and symbolized 
their persistent links to the worldwide 
community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of 
academic dress should be seen not simply as 
a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the 
responsibility that falls on all members  
of universities.

HONORS

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and 
medallions that reflect institutional and  
national academic honors, as well as campus 
leadership, service, and engagement.

COLOR OF HOODS

The colors found on the hoods worn in the academic procession represent the 
candidate’s discipline of study.

Arts, Letters, Humanities............................................................................White
Accounting, Business...................................................................................Drab
Biomedical Sciences....................................................................................Gold
Clinical Vision Research..............................................................................Aqua
Dentistry..........................................................................................................Lilac
Developmental Disabilities........................................................................Citron
Education.........................................................................................................Light Blue
Law....................................................................................................................Purple
Medicine...........................................................................................................Kelly Green
Music.................................................................................................................Pink
Nursing.............................................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy.................................................................................Rhodes Blue
Optometry.......................................................................................................Mint Green
Oratory (Speech)..........................................................................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy.........................................................................................................Olive Green
Philosophy, Political Science.....................................................................Dark Blue
Public Administration, Human Services,  
Physical Therapy, and Criminal Justice.................................................Peacock
Public Health..................................................................................................Salmon
Science.............................................................................................................Bright Yellow
Sports Science...............................................................................................Sage Green
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