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N O V A  S O U T H E A S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y



HISTORY OF THE MACE

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective 
weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious 
ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, 
the mace progressed into a symbol of authority  
and, today, is frequently used to lead religious and 
academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by  
royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order  
and usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of 
such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic 
excellence and dignity.

NSU’S MACE

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s 
mace bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing 
the university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova  
Southeastern University was created to be an  
innovative educational institution—to take the best  
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow.

THE NOVA 
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
MACE

Dear Graduates,

Allow me to add my congratulations on your graduation 

from Nova Southeastern University.

You can feel proud, as we do, that you walk this stage to 

receive your degree from a world-class, R1 research 

university that prepares our students for purposeful 

careers while fostering innovation, opportunity, and 

community service. 

Personally, I believe the pursuit and successful 

achievement of higher education is one of life’s most 

transformative journeys.

Today, I am sure that you are eager to step forward 

toward your own next chapter, ready to seek your own 

greater horizons. We celebrate you, your family, and your 

future success.

You are what excellence looks like.

 

Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

President and Chief Executive Officer

Nova Southeastern University
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Student-Centered

Academic Excellence

Scholarship and Research

Innovation

Opportunity

Community

Diversity

Integrity

CORE VALUES
Enhance Nova Southeastern University’s reputation as a leading professional-dominant, 
doctoral research university providing competitive career advantages to our students 
and fostering alumni and partnership connections.

NSU’S VISION

NSU’S MISSION

The mission of Nova Southeastern University—a selective, doctoral research university—
is to deliver leading academic programs in a dynamic, innovative environment. We 
foster academic excellence, leadership, integrity, and scientific, economic, and 
community contributions through engaging and empowering our students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and partners.

Arthur J. Falcone
Steven J. Halmos
Carol Harrison Kalagher
Milton L. Jones, Jr.
Barbara Trebbi Landry
Alan B. Levan
Albert J. Miniaci
Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O., M.P.H.,  
 MACOI, FCCP
Kiran C. Patel, M.D.
Martin R. Press, Esq.
Paul M. Sallarulo

Michelle Howland Sussman
J. Kenneth Tate
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D.
Michael J. Zager
 
Trustee Emeriti
Ronald G. Assaf
H. Wayne Huizenga*
Mike Jackson
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D.
George I. Platt, Esq. 

* in memoriam

UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Graduate Degrees

Please scan the QR code for the most current list of graduates 
for this program. If your name does not appear on the digital 
version, please email commencement@nova.edu.

June 6, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. ..................................................4

College of Psychology ................................................................5

H. Wayne Huizenga College of  
Business and Entrepreneurship ...............................................7

June 6, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. ................................................ 10

Abraham S. Fischler College of Education  
and School of Criminal Justice  ............................................... 11

College of Computing and Engineering .............................. 14

Halmos College of Arts and Sciences  
and the Guy Harvey Oceanographic  
Research Center .......................................................................... 15
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Processional ................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer ...........................................................................................................  Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshals .............................................................................................................  Jessica Valenzuela, Ph.D., Professor, College of Psychology 
Florence Neymotin, Ph.D., Professor, H. Wayne Huizenga  
College of Business and Entrepreneurship

Welcome and Introductions .....................................................................................  Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President, Provost,  
and Chief Academic Officer

College of Psychology ................................................................................................ Karen Grosby, Ed.D., Dean

H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship .................. Andrew J. Rosman, Ph.D., Dean and Professor of Accounting 

Opening Remarks ........................................................................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker ........................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd 

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree .................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address ..........................................................................................  Cherilyn G. Murer, J.D., CRA, President and CEO,  
CGM Advisory Group, LLC

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ..............................................................  Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees ................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Closing Remarks ........................................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement ...........................................................................  Grand Marshals 
Jessica Valenzuela, Ph.D. 
Florence Neymotin, Ph.D.

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
College of Psychology
H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship

June 6, 2025, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshals

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

COLLEGE OF 
PSYCHOLOGY

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Clinical Psychology
Angela Teresa Beamer
Denieka M. Ellis
Chloe Golden
Kelly Marie Graves
Brooke Ashley Greenberg
Karla Patricia Molina Valenzuela
Christina A. Nunez
Claudia Ocholski
Alyssa Raquel Ojeda Rogers
Jose A. Rey
Katerina Rinaldi
Molly Gwendolyn Sears Robbins
Michael Anthony Robinson
Stephanie Anne Sardinas
Benjamin Frank Shepherd
Ines Cendra Tchienga Nana
Christopher Thompson
Kayla Imani Thompson
Katherine Elizabeth West
Ash Wismar

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Clinical Psychology
Melodie Lacoa Abinader
Erica M. Ackerman
Nicholas Albino
Shantelle Cymone Alford
Kathleen Andre

Claire Angerer
Isabelle Anillo
Brittny Arias
Megan Elaine Arnold
Dailizza Arocha
Yashvi Gupta Aware
Gabriela Rubin Balardin
Gretel C. Barroso
Haley Nicole Barry
Cynthia Bass
Alicia R. Batshone
Marissa Lynn Bazzano
Ashleigh Beaulieu
Tyler Byron Benjamin
Ihsane Benkhadra
Alexandra Sophia Bourlas
Caitlyn Ashley Bowen
Kristin Ann Bradley
Dylan Alexander Braun
Jonathan Brett
Molly Caitlin Byrnes
Claire Caggiano
Brenda Caldas
Leeza Judith Camilo
Alianne Cardenas
Ashley Lynn Carvajal
Christina N. Castellana
Kriselli Castro
Liana Chamberlain
Yonghao Chen
Carly Cohen
Maya Cohen
Brooke Nicole Collins
Caleigh A. Covell
Chloe Rebecca Cristian
David Cueto
Kylee Cullen
Dania Dabbagh
Logan DAnna
Samantha Gestido Diaz

Nina DiFiore
Sabrina Dominguez
Adrianna Dubay
Brandon C. Dunn
Kyndal Edwards
Khayreyah Eidan
Jasmine Racquel Escalante
Serafine Rose Fernandez
Ariel Fethiere
Katelyn Janice Fitzpatrick
Brea Fox
Emily Ann Friefeld
Ashlyn Victoria Gaar
Michael A. Galobardi
Amanda Garcia
Dianne Gaviria
Chloe Mae Gehl
Jonathan Gellman
Lindsay Elizabeth Giammalvo
Ana Laura Girolamo Violante
Rachel M. Goldberg
Katarina Michelle Grande
Beya Riellee Griffeth
Brittany Alexis Grimshaw
Samantha Elise Guajardo
Alexis Hartman
Karly E. Hauser
Alejandra Rene Haynes
Alexia Marie Hirlemann
Thomas Clarke Ingram
Gabriela Delois Smithey Johnson
Macy Mae Jones
Libby Mae Kain
Morgan Elizabeth Kath
Danielle Ketter
Alexandra Khoudari
Ashley Kimbrough
Wyatt Kinner
Isabella Peace Kneider
Kristy Kopeczi-Boocz

Gabriela H. Kostzer
Kayla Raquel Kotalik
Sierra Lehr Kuhn
Daniel J. Lange
Katherine Hope Larkin
Amara Leak
Courtney Marie Lemajeur
Jagger Manuel Leon
Regan Lohr
Daniella Maciel
Jenny Rose Magram
Liya Mammo
Dina Marrakchi El Fellah
Georgia Martin
Josilyn A. Martin
Megha Maturu
Alexandra Rae Meredith
Jocelyn I. Meza
Janelly Michel
Sarah McKenzie Michner
Richard Kojo Miller
Marissa Veronica Miller Anguay
Daniel Morchy
Carleigh Morrow
Shalynn Marissa Murphy
Myles Pierce Myers
Leeron Nahmias-Cohen
Krystina Nevin
Alexandra Carlotta Nieto
Camila M. Oharriz Vina
Chiara Rebecca Omsky
Patricia de los Ángeles Ordóñez
Alyssa Victoria Orr
Allison Elizabeth Owens
Jose Manuel Parlade
Janine Jay Patel
Zachary Ness Peart
Emily Rose Peirce
Sophia G. Perez
Alexandra E. Perrine

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Hannah Quimby
Priya Rajesh
Sitara Juhi Rambarran
Danielle Ramirez
Aruna P. Ramrattan
Bridget Eilis Reid
Megan Rittenberg
Cosette Rodriguez
Karla B. Rodriguez
Caitlin Romano
Carolina I. Rosado
Mackenzi Ross
Katharine Marie Salgado
Haley Ann Sauro
Samuel Hunter Savage
Lillianna Sheppard
Eliana Aura Sidlow
Hilary Nicole Sircus
Kayley Margaret Slicer
Deja Evalisse Smith
Alexandra Nicole Sokolofsky
Bridget Spatola
D’anna E. Sydow
Stephanie Talavera
Gabriella Nicole Taylor
Taylor Nicole Tejera
Julius Dewayne Thomas
Tavan Tavar Thomas
Vanessa Thomas Normil
Evelyn Valdes
Arjena Claire Valls Palacios Reese
Saba Moaiz Verani
Alexandria Marie Wendel
Ciara Nicole West
Jeah Olani Williams
Kalee Marie Williams
Kathy Noemi Yanes-Perez
Ashlyn Young
Carsen Zink
Zoe Alexandra Zins

School Psychology 
Katlyn S. Bagarella
Jessica Battle
Riley Anne Christoph
Andrea Michelle Connell
Fernando Doreus
Chanya Marisol Earle
Makai I. Gilbert
Christelle Emmanuel Laroche
Kimiki Mereigh
Haley Elise Robinson

SPECIALIST IN PSYCHOLOGY

School Psychology
Vilmaris I. Cestero
Maribel Chavez
Amy Nicole Escano
Veronica Herminia Ferrante
Jacqueline Nicole Isler
Jessica R. Koontz
Melissa Anne Laliotis

Kara Ashley Perry
Olivia Sims
Marilyn J. Wild

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Clinical Psychology
Brooklynn Nicole Honeycutt

Counseling 
Natalie Victoria Abrahante
Asil T. Abuhammoud
Cielo Mar Acosta-Wilson
Fabiola Giannini Adami
Nesreen Eyad Adieh
Dominique Alcime
Joselynn Ann Alvarez
Cynthia Joy Andrews
Angela Arias
Lauren Jane Armitage
Rachel Sydney Aron
Marylupe Avila
Yasmeen Kaur Bajwa
Daniel Bannett
Amy Connor Barnas
Dana Bell
Lorraine Yanick Bell
Chyna Bellamy
Taila Ben-lulu
Hailey Deanne Beyett
Brittany Biddings
Ra’Dina Blackburn
Ryan K. Blair
Molly Paige Bochner
Samantha Boswell
Dawn Marcella Brickman
Mariah Brooke Brown
Samantha Bryan
Chloe Cameron
Imani Campbell
Jhayma Alicia Capell
Natalia Carvajal
Ariel Casaretto
Denise Carolina Elvir Castellanos
Alexis Elena Castro
Ciara Castro
Jasmin E. Castro
Rafaella Cevallos
Norma Charles-Rodriguez
Maya Citron
Rachael Clarke
Cassandra Grace Clifford
Emily Leja Collazo
Ava Grace Connell
Shannon Connolly
Caitlin Cotter
Tiffany Cleopatra Cox
Paige Crawford
Susana Cruz Ortega
Mailene Cuevas
Avalon Cummings-Knutt
Jenna Alexander Dasher
Shelly Ilene Davis

Sydney Lynn de la Noval
Isabella Del Toro
Stephanie F. Desilus
Lia Noel DiPaolo
Rachel DiVeta
Kortney Maeird Dodson
Yulianela B. Dorado
Andrea Taylor Dudek
Kayla Ann Duncan
Michel M. Elkhouri
Xoshyl C. Estrada
Awvean Farshadi
Stephanie Marie Ferguson
Gabriel Fernandez
Stefania Alejandra Fernandez
Yileny Fernandez
Emaly Lucia Ferrer
Kenny Figueroa-Vega
Jasmine Fondon
Brittany Alexa Fremento
Julia Friedman
Feng Fu
Janice Garcia
Jordann Nadya Garcia
Sevda Gerger
Zoe Giardina
David Martin Goldstein
Angelica Gonzalez
Desiree Gonzalez
Damien Gregorian
Vania Nicole Gutierrez
Gina Michelle Hall
Kirstin Hall
Evelyn Harper
Madison Hazelton
Laura Hecker
Zhia Alexa Henderson Macon
Deborah Henton
Jade Imari Hines
Abbey Hippenstiel
Miranda Hoffer
Shannon M. Holbert
Re’Nada Holloway
Julia A. Hopper
Kelly Michelle Horn
Brinache Isma
Madison Rose Jakob
Jessica Valenti Jalali
Bjorn James
Tina Javidi
Rosna Jean
Marina Johnson
Alex Kazdan
Kymberly Dawn Keaton
Latasha Shante Kendrick
Krystal M. Khemkaran
Sarah Elizabeth Kimble
Keeann King
McKenzie R. Kirlan
Megan Kleckner
Sierra Paige Koert
Nikitas Michael Koulianos
Cathryn Rose Krakow
Brittany M. Landrum

Jordyn Laudanno
Kacie Joel Laughrey
Jaada Lawrence
Roberto Jose Lazo
Marianne Levy
Taylor Rose Lewandowski
Nuria Lorenzo Perez
Tatiana Elias Lourenco Shiber
Filippa Olivia Mercedes Lundin
Keeleigh Luther
Antonela Maggiore
Mariah Victoria Mahone
Noah K. Majeed
Megan Malik
Andrea Mark
Kaitlyn Mei Maxey
Lauren McCullough
Kaley McDonough
Ana Christina McEntee
Gabriella Andrea Mcvadon
Lindsey Marie Mecham
Brianna Grace Miah 
Jessi Jennifer Micalizzi
Marianne Millan
Muhammad Aun Mirza
Claudia Molina Camerota
Nathan Morris
Priya Nair
Victoria Ned
Kailee Amber Neves
Carolyn Faye Newsome
Kadi Delfida Ormazabal
Abril M. Pardo
Charlene B. Pelaez
Alejandra Perez
Jeiner Perez
Tracey Pierre-Louis
Shawna Ann Prahl
Tiffani A. Priebe
Erika Ilene Quezada
Brigid Flynn Raftery
Chanel Nilet Ramos
Christlie Amilka Rene
Mia S. Reyes
Jeicy Rivas
Kassandra Rivera
Gabriela L. Robles
Emily Elaine Roland
Karla Rosario
Frenchyy Rose
Maria Elena Rougeau
Isabella Catherine Rush
Daniela Saenz
Rachel Ann Saliva
Jorge Isidro Sanchez
Nathaly Sanchez
Janina Sasson
Danielle Schiavoni
Jessica Schneider
Katherine Schoberl
Cailene Gisele Scholz
Lacey Kate Scotti
Emily Rose Sedwick
Joyce M. Serrano-Martinez
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GRADUATE 

Savana Rosemary Shimer
Catherine Siegel
Elizabeth Nicole Singletary
Aymee Siriani
Kit Mason Spina
Daniel Eric Stempien
Rachel Strauch
Andrea Sullivan
Brittany Sutherland
DeShaun Sweet
Kathy Swinney
Amiera Taha
Skylar Shawna Tatro
Alacia Tiarra Thomas
Maria Alejandra Tordecilla
Ana Mercedes Torres
Andrea Toyos
Melanie D. Trespalacios
Jared Hess True
Benedicta Nana Yaa  
 Udokporo Benson
Angelina Ulhaq
Isabela Vanga
Katherine Vasquez
Melanie Lee Verschoore
Youseline Vil-Matthews
Kristin Althea Waite
Alicia A. Waldo
Julia Walker
Elizabeth Anne Warnock
Corinthians DeQuindrae 
 Washington
Ashley Wells
Olivia Wesch
Alphaneice White
Jordan Matthew Wiener
Mae Williams
Jamie L. Wingate
Alexandria C. Wnuk
Shaquandria Donshai Wright
Willow Amber Yakush
Mijal Yanowsky Cohen
Mason Andrew Young
Coralle Zangi
Samantha Rae Zemaitis

Experimental Psychology
Katherine L. Adriazola
Kortne Bajor
Jozef A. Cruz
Jacqueline I. Goodrich
William Porter Hurlbrink
Mikayla Jeneske
Alyssa G. Oquendo
Caitlin L. Stafford
Kasandra Alexa Vazquez

Forensic Psychology
Camilla Abdulhafid
Daniela Albrecht
Melanny Miluska Aquino
Amanda Aragon
Anabel Armas Vazquez
Austin Hakeem Barbot-Santana
Darious Birdsong

Ashley Marie Blouin
Nicole Borriello
Aixa Bucca
Kacy Fay Bulza
LI Sandra Cabrera
Beyonca Makayla Cadet
Priscielli Candido
Lindsey Carpenter
Miguel A. Chavez
Joseph Pierre Choueifati
Taylor M. Clonce
Grace Glenna Colaprete
Amanda Danelle Coyne
Xavier Alexander Cruz
Sofia Elizabeth Faraci
Jose Luis Florez
Alicia Foley
Shelley Sara Gabay
Rebeca Gil
Abigail Lynn Gogolski
Diana D. Gonzalez
Jasmine Guerrero
Billy J. Helms
Ulises Hernandez
Kenya Elizabeth Holmes-Preston
Brooklynn Nicole Honeycutt
Chakeria Jenkins
Albana Kabashi
Emma Kendall
Andrea Maria Lotero
Lindsey Mack
Mary E. Malcolm
Karla Martinez Ochoa
Jessica Lynn Maynard
Madison Marie Mazzanti
Erin McGann
Patrick McGowan
Evelyn Medina
Macy Miller
Brittney Lashay Moore
Meri Logan Nix
Emma O’Brien
Jennifer Dayana Ortega
Christina Ann Marie Page
Armane Marie Paradise
Victoria Hope Peavey
Rakya Phillips
Sabrina Pino
Andrea Alexandra Pinto Corro
Laura Ashlyn Pridgen
Arianna Carolina Ramirez-Torres
Anastasia Isabel Rascon
Melissa M. Reardon
Sydney Anne Richason-Bugg
Nicole Alejandra Rivas
Montserrat Sanchez Mora
Halle Elizabeth Scheinman
Jeffrey Bryan Shanks
Jasmine Faye Trezza
Anna Vibostok
Emilie Liane Wachsler-Felder
Natalie Marie Wagner
Delaney Jordan Warters
Brandi Williams
Kaitlyn Iris Blake Wortham

Christina Elizabeth Yamnyuk
Brianna Marie Zuch

General Psychology
Nena Kelly Abrahams
Alexandra Adams
Nicole Jeunisse Alva
Taylor Boyd
Emily Busbee
Shannon Carson
Letitia Chester
Angela Maria Cruz Montoya
Monica Duran
Angelica Edwards
Jamelly Fantauzzi Aponte
Michelle Firpo
Quinn Foerch
Alexia Diana Forester
Jennifer Michelle Garcia
Rachel Jeune Garcia
Jessica J. Gardy
Ezkiel Marquese Griffin
Tehya Jones
Clare Kehoe
Haley Knudson
Angela Leddy
Katelyn M. Maldonado
Shelby McCallister
Monica Edwina Miller
Adriana Missick
Sophia Mustaeva
Kayla Nelson
Taylor Panico
Jacob Nathan Paveljack
Alejandra Perez
Shayah Pierre
Kaitlynn Quackenbos
Sandrita Victoria Ramos
Brianna Richardson
Valeria Rojas Guerra
Preeti Sareen
Aleya Marie Siegel
Samantha Sikes
Mercedes Simmons
Aaron Smith
Tracy Lashawn Solomon
Sabrina Trevino
Renee Waddick
Tiffany Lucia Von Walter
Monica Young
Adriana Ethney Zabarain
Ashjan Zaben

Mental Health Counseling
Ja’Nesia R. Williams

H. WAYNE HUIZENGA 
COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

MASTER OF ACCOUNTING

Accounting Analytics
Jheny Fernanda Aranda Amaya
Simona Nicole Basin
Ranjith Kumar Chandragiri
Jose Espinosa
Martika Haggerty
Rita Harrell
Samuel David Mendez Amaya
Emily Ann Mercado
Alex David Rodriguez
Robert James Smith
Shehar Yar

Managerial Accounting
Philip Hartnack Banke
Maria Luz Choquehuanca Larico
Alberta A. Joao
Jordan Cailey Anne Vargus

Public Accounting
Zachary Ahmed
Jared Bennett
Alexander O. Bialy
Leidy Iraida Boza
Coltin M. Camp
Jorge Francisco Cervantes
Megan Chou
Jeffrey Fernandez
Peter Fumero
Rainer Garcia
Isabel A. Hernandez
Leighton D. Lawrence
Lorvena Lestin
Yaidelien Manso
Cristian Pereyra
Lucksika Puhalrajan
Tyra Alexandra Robinson
Yanet Rodriguez
Nicolas Roque
Rachel Ann Sawyer
Kirsten A. Spano
Robert Thomas
Windy Vega Pacheco
Latoya Latrice Washington
Alicia S. Williams
Nicholas Zimmerman

Tax
Camila Maria Cardenas
Sebastian Ariel Giro
Dexter J. Hamilton
Maria Karla Hernandez
Jasmin M. McIver
Alejandro J. Pena
Joseph Vincent Primavera
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Cindy D. Remon
Rafael Valente Betancourt
Leedia A. Valler

MASTER OF  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Business
Gabriel Alfonso
Tia Charise Barnett
Taylor Louisa Barone
Deryan D. Barker
Lauren Bernal
Andrea Bogardus
Christopher Boyd
Rishi Brahmbhatt
Sebastian Antonio Buccollini
Brittany Monique Burnette
Julian Nelson Cabrera
Mahogany Brazle Campbell
Heather Victoria Castillo
Massimo Colizza
Maria Jose Contreras Munoz
Giles Cooper
Nicholas C. Cruz
Helene Sophie Cutri
Matthew Reuben Czerenda
Fred Spencer Deno
Isabella Diaz
Mollie Ekholm
Margaret Elise Ellison
Tiffany Emery
Christopher Ferreira
Malikah V. Fignol
Madison M. Fine
Heather Sue Fiore
Bianca Nicole Franco
Gustavo J. Garcia
Alexander Garcia Verdecia
Lenneal Kai Gardner
Sarah Rochelle Gaumer
Yihong Ge
Sophia Gehman
Jeffrey Gilbert
Mark Adel Girgis
Juan Camilo Gomez
Jesse Gonzalez
Rodrigo Andres Gonzalez Garcia
Rena J. Griffin
Cynthia Guido
Matthew L. Gush
Rolando Guzman
Renny Haines
Eliana Carlota Halabi
Laurie Sue Haynes
Leandro Hernandez
Lorraine Hernandez
Jacquelyn Rose Hilber
Haydee Del Carmen Hollingsworth
Emmy Catherine-Jean Holman
Brian Houtenbrink-Hoyo
Tyla Humes
Sunny Kumar
Tyler Kynard
Roxana Lachataignerais

Annamalai Lakshmanan
Mille Langaas
Leyla Indiana Leiva
Victoria Lewis
Ava Leah Lizardi
Alexandra Lugo
Alexander Scott Mangold
Lucas D. Mardis
Shayne Isaiah Marshall
Jose Mayo
Tequesta L. Mckinney-James
Willesha G. McKinzie
Emily Meneses
Alyssa Marie Miragliotta
Michael Miranda
Brian Michael Montero
Valentina Moreno
Sean Mungin
Zamira Najarro
Ardit Neziri
Jadie Ann Palenzuela
Christian Palomo
Brandon Lowell Parten
Matthew Joseph Patricio
Ardine Paul
Elguis Perez
Semar Phanord
Shikahra Pugh
Mahnoor Kiran Qureshi
Ellen Svea Victoria Ramstedt
Kasey Jean Raymo
Gabriel I. Rodriguez
Sandra Marcela Rodriguez Lara
Shinique S. Rolle
Nigel Royes
Briana C. Salabarria
Daniel Sanchez
Yaremnis Santos
Ulric A. Scotland
Baskaran Sivasubramaninan
TShoy Kassidy Stewart
Joseph Taormina
Noah Robert Tellez
Theresa Tucker
Laura Margarita Vargas
Kevin Varon
Francesco Piero Ventimiglia
Luigi Ventimiglia
Guerda Venus
Holly Wardlow
Raymond Bruce Wheaton
Chanda Young Brown

Business Intelligence Analytic
Caphiane Alerte
Zach Barnhart
Nyah Berry
Brittany Victoria Betancourt
Julie Bruggner
Paul Michael Cabrera
Kyle R. Caruso
Freya Scarlet Jenner Davies
Aya El Bakkioui
Jorge Javier Espejo Sigler
Stacey Facen
Ariel Ruben Fachini
Justine Harvey

Matthew Hollingsworth
Grace Elizabeth La Rosa
Brenna Lokeinsky
Zamar Anthony MIller
Toussaint E. Monestime
Wilsert Odige
Isabela Beatriz Pascoal  
 Alves dos Santos
Devin Ramdhani
Idan Raz
Tabea Dorothee Maria Schuett
Polly-Ann S. Sinclair
Alberto Solaeta Garay
Roosevelt St-Surin
Jhordan N. Wallace
Gabriel Zepeda

Complex Health Systems
Mariam Cheema
Angela Maria Estevez
Kayla Elizabeth Gibson
Sumeet Singh Gulati
Olivia Kay Hanna
Lovedjina F. Marcellus
Shannekia Keyonta’ LaSha Miles
Fredtia Lesharon Montgomery
Jennifer Quintero
Sarah Reyes
Sonia Bhavya Samsundar
Richard W. Shimko
Aiesha Wilson

Entrepreneurship
Zoe C. Abovitz
Daniel Bryant
Karla Stephany Burgos Arrascue
Christina Gamlem Hjelvik
Saynur Vardar

Finance
Pedro Amatuzzi Hykavei
Michael Atlas
Esperanza N. Bautista-Ulerio
Jarrett Edward Bond
Jeffrey Frantz Bouillon
Adrian Casas
Sadie Cole
Ashley S. Collins
Natalie Gabriela Espinal Sanchez
Seneria Johnson
Cassandra Lage
Khalijah Leerdam
Jasmine Pottinger
Aarti Ramsubhag
Pedro Soares Oliveira
Jennifer Tapia
Shawna Lee Ramona Wright

Human Resource Management 
Christina Alves
Nicole Battalino
Wafa Raza Butt
Ashley D. Clayborne
Amber Dunn
Juliana Evangeliste
Cala C. James
William Kelly

Anne Myriam Lessage
Patricia A. Murillo
Jamie-Lyn Nardone
Luz Ortiz
Nathalie Perez Hernandez
Samantha Phillips

International Business
Awzean Farshadi
Daniela Fleischer Cruz
Jan Paul Schmied
Randi Latia Sweeting
Maria Unigarro

Management
Sindy Sarahi Alvarez
Tiffiny A. Archer
Muhammad Furqan Baig
Javier Bleichner
Anthony Chan
Claudia Cruz
Marita Cyriaque
Didiet Garrido Blanco
Maylenis Gonzalez Santana
Luckenson Jacques
Alfin Aro Winston Jeyaseelan
Nicole Michelle Johnson
John Daniel Lopez
Daline Martinez Ramos
Dana Marie Melgarejo
Shane T. Mooney
Yamile D. Pernas
Dwan Cortell Pinckney-Thomas
Kendrell W. Pinkston
Kelly Straehla
Henry Joaquin Urena
Jessica M. Williams
Nathaniel Paul Wood

Marketing
Juan Jose Angel Fernandez
Lilly Alexandra Berrios 
Norrapat Boonkua
Jianjie Chen
Colin Edward Cronin
Martin Andres Davila Navarrete
Simone Garonna
Gabriela A. Gonzalez
Karina Andrea Jimenez
Kylie Kuhl
Nora Rebeca Kuzman De Lima
Mariela Lopez
Paige Lee McGuirk
Destiny Metani
David H. Palmer
Ariana Purrinos
Luz Verónica Reyes
Maria Maoly Rodriguez Recinos
Andrew Jose Rose
Lilliana Maritza Sanchez
Nicole Scales
Marina E. Trovato
Rolareen Patricia Vassell
Cassandra Jane Wright
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE Process Improvement

Kim Anh Dao
Pierre Camy Destine
Shannon La’Vay Harmon
Pedro Pereira Leite Kotovicz
Lauren Massana
Karol Yuliana Mejia Correal
Frances Morales
Stina Maria Rehn Andersson
Adalisa Ruiz
Devaughn Watts

Sport Revenue Generation
Brian Patrick Dolehide
Ronell Louima
George Ray Edward Mills

Supply Chain Management 
and Operational Systems
Maite Daniela Betancor Lopez
Khalise Shannon Campbell
Luis Guillermo Garcia Amador
Sebastian Alberto Henriquez Abreu
Namira Binta Nawaz
Emmanuella Owusu
Linda C. Prado
Conrado Ruiz Aguerre
D’Juan Tremaine Seymour
Dat Nguyen Tran

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Gixaly Agosto Hernandez
Meaghan Lylliss Ashurst
Rani-Navanee Chedda
Douglas Cuvilly
Rita Willeen Durocher
Roodberly Etienne
Stephanie Garcia
Jimilla Hicks
Sheera Griffith Jackson
Wilson Edward Jones
Benjamin Lam
Gina A. Levesque
Raymond Lorminey
Vernita A. Nelson
Amrita Rampersad
Jonathan G. Rossetti
Aaron Demetrius Wright

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Finance and Sustainability
Jarrett Hall
Bella Jean-Baptiste
Adriana Kawa
Shanequa Danielle Lewis
Woody Ray Merritt
William Pinto

Human Resource Management
Faidat Yewande Abdulkareem
Maria Carolina Barwick

Felicia Beckworth
Anjeanette Braden
Kiana Branch
April T. Brock
Jabari Muhammad Daniel-Cox
Danielle Nicole Dellapietra
Sara Gallagher
Candace L. Gillespie
Coutija Harris
Melody Henderson
Rashawn Jamario Jackson
Sharon Jordan
Marcia D. McNeil
Anthony M. Moron
Kimberly O’Neill
Yarnell Page
Sean Omara Parkinson
Darius Perkins
Jerry Piard
Melissa Lilavois Reed
Lishka J. Saint-fart
Toi L. Sampson
Frances G. Santana Ortiz
Andrea Paola Soto
Kissy Sherrell Thomas
Khaleea Watson
Sharon Lanette Wesley
Jalisa Wright

Philanthropy and  
Nonprofit Management
Janisha Siulyam Andino Rosado
Serena Barghahn
Humberto Castro
Avery LeUrvin Cohen
Sonia Latasha Hankerson
Simone Kozee
Tranique Merritt
Lesly Aisha Redmond

Real Estate Development
Rick Bello
Lexie Egan
Ali Fawaz
Esmeralda Feto
Matthew L. Freeman
Vinaypaul Gill
Ethan Scott Harrison
Kendall J. Hersey
Olga Martinez
Taylor Nichole Martinez
Sheri Martini
Valentina Nerette
Daniel Pardo
Juan Pablo Rosello Rodriguez
Jake Ryan
Kevin Steven Salazar Ceballos
Andrew Devon Stephenson
Jordyn Thompson
Shonel Wilson Clarke

Sustainable Digital Marketing
Jade De’Shae Bethel
Denice L. Buxton
Johari Azizi Canty
Teresa B. Crawford
Victoria M. Jusme
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Processional ................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer ...........................................................................................................  Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshals .............................................................................................................  Juliette Kitchens, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Halmos College  
of Arts and Sciences and the Guy Harvey Oceanographic  
Research Center 
James Pann, Ph.D., Professor, Abraham S. Fischler College  
of Education and School of Criminal Justice 
Gregory Simco, Ph.D., Associate Dean/Chair/Professor,  
College of Computing and Engineering

Welcome and Introductions .....................................................................................  Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, and Chief Academic Officer

Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and  
School of Criminal Justice ......................................................................................... Kimberly Durham, Psy.D., Dean 

College of Computing and Engineering ...............................................................  Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D., Senior Vice President for  
Academic Affairs and Associate Provost; Dean

Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and  
the Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center.............................................  Robin Cooper, Ph.D., Interim Dean

Opening Remarks ........................................................................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree ............................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker ........................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address ..........................................................................................  Juan-Carlos (JC) Avila, M.B.A., COO of  
Montachem International, Inc.

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ..............................................................  Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees ................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Closing Remarks ........................................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement ...........................................................................  Grand Marshals 
Juliette Kitchens, Ph.D. 
James Pann, Ph.D. 
Gregory Simco, Ph.D.

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Abraham S. Fischler College of Education  
and School of Criminal Justice 
College of Computing and Engineering 
Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the 
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center

June 6, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshals

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 
ABRAHAM S. 
FISCHLER COLLEGE 
OF EDUCATION  
AND SCHOOL OF 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Criminal Justice
Essence Anderson
Carroll Braddy
Raven De-Janae Brewer
Jason Brumbelow
Nicholas David Chestnut
Kimberly A. Cronin
Christine Depre
Ann-Marie Elliott
Matthew Lloyd Goodnow
Tranika Lanette Guerrero  
 De Los Reyes
Charles Gutshall
Amanda L. Hannah
Kohta James Hansen
Manina Jeudy
Holly Jo Kelley-Chown
Daniela G. Klayman
Tiffany Ann Kleiman-Bourdeau
Alexis Dawn Leclerc
Talia Lisko
David Lopez-Herrera
Jude Louis
Summer Andrea Louis
James Earl Lyons
Sarah Mormino
Nicole R. Nonclerc
Christopher E. Powell

MarieAnn Catherine Raguso
Jessica Ashley Sanchez-Cowan
Yasmean Talas
Taylor Wiggins

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
David Earl Abbott
Anggie Andreina Abreu Jiménez
Heidi Paulette Ackzen
Nydia Acosta
Kiara Michelle Agosto-Burgos
Leidy Johana Agudelo Velasquez
Liza Ivelisse Alfaro Mercado
Daniel Julio Alfonso
Glenda L. Alicea Rodriguez
Patricia Altagracia Alonzo
Julmarie Alvarado
Carolina Emma Alvarez
Michael Christian Alverio
Gomez Tulcán Ana Lucy
Adrienne A. Appling
Javier Alonso Arango Pardo
Melissa Ann Arnold
Palmira Arroyo
Jamar Arvin
Isiamara Aviles
Miranda Consuelo Bacha
Gina Barrios
Anthony Bishop
Keysner Boet
William Ernesto Bolivar Salgado
Jamie Del Carmen Bonilla Ortiz
Leonardo Borrazá
Anduannette Bou
David Lee Brame
Andre Brennan
Jennifer Elizabeth Brewer
Candice Nicole Brock
Tonika Brockman
Sierra Brooks

Lois Janice Brown
Michael Brown
LaTonya Nichole Bryant
Luis Eduardo Buitrago Rojas
Maria Ivette Cabeza
Maida Cabezudo
Morela Caceres Delgado
Darrenn Cadet
Annia Calcano
Frank John Camardo
Gary Gerard Camille
Yolanda Candelaria Feneque
Cynthia Cantrell
Angel Caraballo
Maria Elba Cardenales Rolon
Meisha Richards Carey
Gustavo Carmona
Armando Manuel Carrasco
Bridgette L. Carter
Martin A. Carter
Ramon Arnaldo Carvajal Mercado
Mayte Castro Pino
Lorraine Raqueno Catienza
Catrina Chatman
Carla Simone Christian
Jenna Christie-Tabron
Anna I. Clayton
Karen A. Collins
Miguel Angel Colon
Lakeisha Evette Cope
Marcella P. Corrales
Ernesto Jose Cortez Soto
Michelle Victoria Crespo
Michelle Eladia Cruz Inoa
Andrea Dagnalan
Sabine Jean Dantus
Ramone Terrance Davis
Lora Lee Dean Owens
Jugdaw Deepnarain
Madeline Delgado Malavé

Juan De Dios Deschamps Félix
Jennifer Laraine Diamond
Miguel Angel Diaz
Emily Diaz Acevedo
Carmen Minerva Diaz Gonzalez
Kerrie Ann J. Dixon
Eneidys Donato
Staci Nicole Doss
Amber Durrett Drake
Bryanna Jasmine Dunning
Brenda Rose Duty-McIntyre
Silvia Ivette Echevarria León
Jillian Rose Ells
Silvia Esperanza Erazo Sanchez
Dana Esposito
Mercedes Esquea Acosta
Yarilis Feliciano Hernández
Sacorya Ferguson
Pilar Mayte Fernandez Rives
Mischelle Anderson Fields
Mariela Figuera Womutt
Abdiel Jose Flores
Reynaldo Flores
Allen Fontanez Gudmundson
Laurel Foust
Celia Monica Frederick
Adrienne Michele Fuller
Dene Gainey
German Jose Gandara Ricardo
Thomas Anthony Gant
Glenda L. Garay-Vega
Kasha L. Giddins
Jacquline Renea Gillins-Hatcher
Lydia Gomez-Rodriguez
Andres Gonzalez
Edith Del Mar Gonzalez Soto
Denise Goytia
AcQueena Grant
Yanique Green
Miriam J. Greener

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Kristen Elena Gregg
Yonatan Guerrero
Angela Estella Hamilton
Terry L. Hampton
Brittany Ellese Harris
David Hatami
Suzanne Mills Hedberg
Alexandra Henríquez
Janet Hernandez
Jennifer Hernandez
Elizabeth L. Hernández Arzuaga
Racaly Hernandez Calderon
Darlene Elizabeth Hester-Slade
Kristen B. Hill
Lonni Rae Howington
Vithya Ilarraza Marzan
Mitzie Fairlyn Ingram
Carlos Antonio Irizarry Amarat
Mashika Jackson
Wanda Jimenez
David W. Johnny
Danielle Nicole Johnson
Michael D. Johnson
Aisha Jones
Saidah Khalil
Joseph Martin King
Kami Eileen Avice Knight Ojeda
Jessica Lebron
Elia Lebrón Ogando
Jarod Leonard
Margie Leonard
Prim Rose Lewis
Jonathan Litsky
Manuela Maria Lopez
Andrea Lozada
Stephanie Lugardo
Souvenise Tenaisa Macajoux
Tapuwanashe Greg Makaya
Vanessa Malavez Acevedo
Julio Maldonado
Alina Manjiyani
Robert Manohar Perez
Darlene Marcelin
Erica Nicole Marshall
Iris M. Martínez De Jesús
Rachel B. Matthews
Luis A. Mendez
Christine Marie Matthey
Jerome Keith Maultsby
Natalia Mayes
Kevin L. McCarthy
Ariel McCurry
Rachel Mellion
Yamilette Méndez Mercado
La’Darrius Milton
Shalia Louise Moore-Hayes
Alfredo Enrique Morales
Christian Morales
Magaly Morin de Valero
Vivian D. Hopkins Moss
Stacy Mullaney
Andrea Nale
Latasha D. Nero
Andrea Nicholson
Axenette Nieves

José Miguel Nieves González
Raul R. Nieves Rivera
Lovely Noel
Randal A. Oddi
Carlos A. Ortiz
Nemarie Ortiz
Nilka Esther Ortiz Montalvo
Julio Ortiz Rios
Edgar Ortiz-Santiago
Ana Marie Owen
Malik Padgett
Stephanie B. Paige
Marilyn Palermo
Omar Palermo-Torres
Miladys C. Perez
Mariluz Pérez López
Ramon L. Perez Ramos
Lenny J. Perez-Martinez
Tania Perpignan
Roslyn Joy Phillips
Germaine Elvira Pierre-Ross
Denita Pimienta
Graciela Pineda-Blasco
Melodie Marie Pinsonnault
Ternesha Pittman
Ruth Belen Pizarro Rosa
Camary Planas
Dana Pourciau
Amy R. Povie
Juan Salvador Prada Pinilla
Joy Malaika Price
Claudia Yanive Prieto Castillo
Emma Puttick
Chrona Janett Tasneem Ramey
Sarah Angelie Ramos Amadeo
Nestor A. Rangel Torrealba
Stacie Michelle Reid
Hector M. Reillo-Cotto
Lazaro Remond
Mayflor Profeta Remond
Emmanuel Reyes
Santiago Rafael Reyes Garcia
Mallica D. Reynolds
Matias Benjamin Reynoso Vizcaino
Monica de la Merced Rivera Cruz
Maria Rivera Fraticelly
Glenda Lee Rivera-Borrero
Tonya Robinson-McNair
Katherine Rodriguez
Vanessa Zenaida Ann Rodriguez
Johanna Rodriguez Ruiz
Joseph William Román Suárez
Gloria M. Roman Perez
Vicky Rosario-Caban
Keshia D. Ross
Mary A. Rosser
Sonya N. Russell
Patricia Sacasa
Sylma Samuel Ferreira
Marimar Santiago
Eddie Santiago Roque
Alexander Santoyo
Alyssa Joy Savitz
Luzninotchka Sein Rivera
Virgen Milagros Serrano Aponte

Rashada Simmons-Tedder
Shameka Smith
Brendaliz Soto
Kelli N. Spencer
Mariyandi Strachan
Vivian Suarez
Jessica Zoe Suárez Arroyo
Wilson de Jesús Suárez Fernández
Enid J. Tapia
Erica Tate
Shelia Margaret Tate
Vandetta Thomas
Thymeka Thomas-Edwards
Maria Elizabeth Torres
Nilson Torres
Vanielly Torres
Zennie Ann Torres Acosta
José Ernesto Torres Gómez
Frank G. Torres Velez
Eduardo Tovar Murcia
Ryan James Trautweiler
Michelle Jenelle Ulysses
Lorell M. Varela Morales
Tessa Deanne Vasquez
Diana Ivonne Velez
Ernesto L. Velez Correa
Yadira Velez Sanabria
Jerry Veshio
Carla D. Walker
Ebony Wallace-Williams
Terrell Antoine White
Kenner D. Wilcox
Latisa Lashaun Williams
Arkaya Shanell Williams-Abbott
Samuel Jerone Wims
Anthonette Marie Wright
Shawntavia Shawtel  
 Wright-Johnson
Lisa Young
Charity A. Zawatski
Carlos Luis Zayas

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST

Curriculum, Instruction, 
Management, and Administration
Marisleidys Arbolaez Crespo
Armando Artidiello
Lilly Ethel Blackman
Amberia Carlita Bowman
Aretha Bowman
Markeia A. Brown
Judith Carrillo
Jean P. Casares
Leolpoldo Cordova Romero
Lisbeth M. De Cambra
Arnell Irva Desire
Rosa V. Dominguez
Alina Soledad Fernandez
Kevin Tremayne Gladney
Jacqueline Ann Green-Williams
Eva Gutierrez
Gerrick James Hampton
Liliana Maria Hernandez

Chasity Chanell Hinton
Kanita A. Jones
Crystal Kennedy
Tammy Lynn King
Sheronda Lee
Tina Marie Manning
Shelethia Manning Bolton
April Chalawn McCoy
DeHavilland P. Moody
Ronnica J. Nix
Migdalis Padron
Mistica Elena Parra
Okia S. Robinson
Maria Herminia Roman Chamizo
Monyka Laneyce Seals
Alexandra Kadeis Smith
Katrina L. Smith
Charlotte Renee Winford

Education
Tracy B. Butler
Angelo D. Cope
Elsie Delgado
Neal Richard Dickstein
Samantha Ann Gaulden
Steven Gleason
Vijay Jainanan
Maria Mulero-Pastrana
Norma I. Muñoz
Chrisana Felicia Paul
Viveca L. Peek
Renee Ruble
Emmanuel Trujillo

Educational Leadership
Angela Adeshina-Morrison
Ada Rita Alvarado-Martinez
Ana M. Ayala
Carlos J. Colon Rivera
Damaris Concepcion
Michelle Elizabeth Concepcion
Linnette Samarys Cruz
Aurelis De Jesús
Valerie Delgado
Edouard Junior Doyen-Jean 
Cynthia Feliciano
Lianet Garcia
Paola Marie Gerena-Márquez
Mabel G. Gonzalez Mercado
Gabriela Maria Guiu 
Elizabeth J. Hernandez
Enndy A. Hernandez Morales
Mirlynez Iglesias
Latoya Johnson
Ebony T. Jones
Vesta Kinsey
Xiomara Luccas
Grisel Martinez Lopez
Isaiah C. Mason
Pauline Pantoja
Nancy Reisner
Sol Yary Rivera Rosario
Jomara Trinta Cruz
Hazel Tatiana Valentine
Nilda S. Vazquez
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Yaritza Velez
Marilia Villafane
Melissa Moncrief Walls
Glenda L. Walton Talavera

Math Education 
Twana Bates Ivory

Mathematics Education
Viergelyn Cimeus

MASTER OF HUMAN SERVICES

Child Protection
Madison Aitken
Malinda Aitken
Shakeisha Berry
Gwen Martine Bore
Jamarus Brown
Ginger Renee Cooper
Jyra’Neesha Davis
Laquita Latrice Dawson
Brittney Del Valle
Aolani Earle
Jeana Friday
Daniel F. Fuentes
Jamarla Hardemon
Patience Howard
Holly Koehler
Mellisa Ann Koontz
Astrid Martin-Hull
Ashley Nicole McNealy
Mikeya Patterson
Barbara Catherine Purdy
Christina Smith
Caveta LaTishia Stewart
Carmesha La’Shae Taylor
Charles Williams
Jennifer D. Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE

College Student Affairs
Johnson Ifeoluwa Adeleye
Karina Assanova
Caitlyn M. Baris
Jillian Noelle Burke
Kato Anthony Roscoe Fawkes
Markensley Francois
Alinah Hisham Hamed
Alice Kitavi
Ritchy Laguerre
James Loya
Pedro Pantoja-Tinajero

Computer Science Education
Andrew Chung
Clemmie Y. Russaw
Nathan Thomas Simanek

Criminal Justice
Victor Emanuel Arias
Sheureka Wright Banks

Sarah Ivory Bauer
Charlize Isabella Brennan
Alexis C. Buhrman
Sanai Kayla Burke
Carley Campbell
Joleen Natalia Fortune
Diannoria Wysteria Gatlin
Whitney Vanae Harris
Allie Lampert
Cara Laughlin
Shareka L. Lewis
Linda A. Lynch
James A. McClinton
Aleesha Monique Munroe
Rebekah Nova
Brianna G. Nuby
Mikera Arnaziah Patton
Hollie N. Puckhaber
Venisha Pugh
Veronica Schroeder
Nakeitha Wyna Scott
Dash Marie Shaw
Brandi Wilburn
Brianna D. Williams
Ronaè  Patrice Williams
Zeneka R. Willix

Curriculum, Instruction,  
and Technology
Joanny Abreu Balbi
Kelvin Rafael Abreu Camilo
Jannette Acevedo
Ramona Adames Peralta
Fritz G. Ady
Lori J. Agriogianis
Ramón Almonte
Yaritza Alvarado
Marlon Pierre Andrews
Rodolfo Antonio Reynoso
Christina S. Arroyo
Edwin Avila
Carmen Lariely Azor Johnson
Yonatan Balbuena
Maite Bandas
Alexander Aron Bendayan
Sabrina Berrios
Yonalyn Enid Betancourt Ruiz
Juan José Brito Lantigua
Miguel Angel Brito Lantigua
Jasmine Chaquila Brown
Jamilya Naquila Brown-Griffin
Tonja Carter Burden
Larnelle L. Bush
Yokati Camacho Parra
Jennifer Carricaburu
Berguedis Cintron Deliz
Alexander Emilio Contreras Garcia
Veronica Corona
Juan José Crooke Fermín
Zunilda Cruz Alberto
Olivet Maria Cruz Castillo
Inmaculada Newyorkiny  
 Cruz Salazar
Diana Carolina De la Cruz Díaz
Ramona De la Cruz Martínez
Nolberto De León Núñez

Gisela Nathaly Del Orbe Guzmán
Yinett Alexandra  
 De Pena Anderson
Ashley Diaz
Elymary Dones
Mariely Dones
José Alberto Durán Taveras
Lakeisha M. Edwards
Miguel Fermín Escaño Fañas
Oliver Evans
Charlie Ezekiel
Yessica María Fernández Castillo
Leidy Carolina Fernández  
 De La Rosa
Margarita Fernandez Gonzalez
Lillian Ivette Figueroa
Zuleyka Figueroa Garcia
Rosario Forchue Henríquez
Daniel A. Fortuna
Luis Alberto Francisco Camilo
Argelia Francisco Padilla
Leah Rose Froehlich
Jidsia García
Mariangely Garcia
Evelyn García  Reynoso
Carolin Margarita García Mercado
José Stalin García Rivera
Rashad Jaquan Griffin
Ricardo Guadalupe-Falero
Juana Sulay Hamilton Duarte
Marino Antonio Heredia Meregildo
Analiz Hernandez
Mary C. Hernández Nieves
Charlene Charito Hightower
Angel Gabriel Hilario Padilla
Myrnaliz Jimenez Boria
Shakara Johnson
Shannon Kathleen Kebisek
Logan C. King
Ariel P. Lam
Oscar Alberto López Castillo
Tina Marie Manning
Shelethia Manning Bolton
Toni Martin
Vania Martinez
Esterlin Martínez Medina
Rashawndria Mayner
Maribel Mejia Ventura
Barbina Mercedes De Peña
Emilia Meregildo Guzmán
Jaquavia Mohorn-Taylor
Milva Morales
Yelenny Moris Burgos
Latina Morris
Candy Alpha Nelly Moya Almonte
Taheerah Raquan Nasai
Floridania Núñez Burgos
Frammy Javier Núñez Duarte
Yannela María Núñez Duarte
Juana María Nuñez Pita
Roselyn Oquendo
Yeriam O. Ortiz
Luisito Ortiz Santiago
Frankelina Osorio Encarnacion
Samuel Paredes Paula

Jay Patel
Ana Sanabia Paulino Lopez
María Teresa Paulino López
Astrid Joan Perez Gonzalez
Rafael Polanco Reyes
Alexandra Polonio Kery
Ana Lidia Ramírez Mejía
Sandra Ramón Paulino
Melissa Reedy
Orquidea Reyes Ortiz
Jaqueline Reynoso Rivera
Rickey L. Riley
Glenda Rivera
Monica Rodríguez Eusebio
Dioscandy Antonio  
 Rodríguez Rodríguez
Lisandra Rosado
José Rosario
Rafael Omar Rosario Gonzalez
Yadira Santiago Mendoza
Margarita Sepulveda
Lawerence Shamer Shipmon
Norka I. Sifonte
Tammarynd N. Smith-Flynt
Vicely Sofia Stephens Polanco
Mendy Yokasta Suárez Dishmey
Gricelida Tavarez Drullard
Marilenny Taveras Ramos
Eliani Tolentino
Stephanie Torres
Wilmari Torres Ortiz
Walther José Ulerio Peña
Mildred Vásquez Hernández
Michelle Vèlez Alvarado
Yelitza Villar
Alexis Jewel Walters
Maggie Lyn Weidner

Developmental Disabilities
Kaycie Logan Acosta
Jasmin Andrade
Mackenzie Renae Ashby
Jarelle Avery
Stacey Nichole Bahr
Mackenzie Bauer
Nicole Benavides
Mary M. Carter
Alexis S. Cason
Shawna Leigh Claffey
Frandy Cornelio Hernandez
Caitlin Cramblit
Ginell Crespo-Ruiz
Sha’Derica Aleisjah Cunningham
Reece Damron-Elson
Thi Dang
Danielle A. Denara
Anna Alexis Dephoure
Anet Dieguez
Destinee Paige Doumith
Phyllis Epps
Priscilla Farrior
Hope A. Galardo
Lauren Ashley Gottsch
Georgia Adwoa Ampofo Grey
Hailey House
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Abigail Elizabeth Kline
Brittany Delrose Knight
Geraldine J. Lacruz
Grethel Landin Prieto
Alexendra E. Levine
Francis Yadisbel Lincoln
Gretel Llanes
Igor L. Maciel Burstein
Corina C. Maldonado
Jacqueline M. Molino
Siobhan Mairead Murphy
Abigail Nolder
Kassondra Nicole Packer
Ritu Parikh
Christina Rose Pascento
Alicia Perez Abreu
Ashley Morgan Petrow
Judy A. Richards
Tiffany Marie Rosado
Bailey Ryann Shanahan
Stori Shields
Oksana Shnayder
Rachel Solomon Udo
Shaylyn Brandi Wasko
Brittney Williams
Lillian L. Williams
Jennifer Marie Williamson

Early Childhood Special Education
Yael R. Rosenbaum

Educational Leadership
Gregory O’Brian Boxill
Emoni Green
Shatasha Johnson
Ja’landa R. Little
Shahael Elodie Myrthil
Roshanne S. Peters
Joykeria Pittman
Ruben Antonio Quinones-Viruet
Kileema F. Rogers
Samantha Marie Roque
Nathaniel Stewart
Jaymie S. Valle
Karen S. Wallace
Patrick Thomas Wright

Elementary Education
Alisha Renee Barnes
Hayley Nicole Charlebois
Angelica M. Cortes
Jennifer Cruz
Cheryle Drunell Dixon
Ankeshia L. Epps
Shelia Denise Harper
Quiarre A. Hatcher
Thelma Henderson
Lashondra M. Howard
Andrea’ Felicia Kendricks
Jennifer Lucero
Ana M. Marti
Moya-Gaye Mills
Shellarella Nealy
Brittni J. Powell

Janet Faye Smith
Charvita Luwana Tolbert
Adriana Year

Exceptional Student Education
Isabel M. Astacio
Laura Bledsoe
Katherine Nicole Briggs
Reina Ivis Canosa Ramos
Valentina Contreras Merida
Zomarie David
Luisa Damaris Diaz Herrera
Iris Z. Diaz-Viera
Anarelys Duran Cabrera
Contrenia Fann
Shannon Jovette Flowers
Dannette Hernandez
Yolima Jacques
Altanese Johnson
Chiquita Rashall Jones
Nathan Carmichal Kennedy
Carolina Lazo Garcia
Vidal Lashawn Lively
Rufus James McDowney
Renata Miller
Caroline Muñoz
Cristina Palos
Taniaisel Perez
Yasmine D. Quinones
Zulmaliz Raices 
Ana Ramirez
Ericka R. Ray
Isamar Renta Garcia
Jesus Manuel Rivera
Yessica Rivera
Patricia Ann Rogers
Shaelyn Lyane Roman Martinez
Kaneesha Latrice Silva
Yarelis Soto
Eddie Mae M. Springfield
Evelyn Vazquez Robles
Morgan C. Wallace

Leadership
Tracey-Ann Denise Bailey
Jermey A. Banks
Tourek Zankay Brown
Aron Bryce
Monica Lee Carter
Lauriane Joseph Dalberis
Justin Elliott
Jerris A. Evans
Yolanda Terrica Evans
Janet M. Hardrick
Shaliyah T. Harris
DeMontae Hedrick
Jerretta M. Larkin
Josslen Delaine Leonard
Rachael Natifah Louis
Brittany Lesha Mackin
Shameiko Nicole Macon
Eriel R. Marshall
Skyla Osceola
Carolina Paez

Cherokee Ray
Noel Rodriguez
Brian J. Rosen
Jordan Selinger
Shanaid Sewell
Gabrielle Smith
Shiquita Smith
Veronica Smith
Christine D. Veto
Dejuan Watts
Adrian D. White
Shanekia Williams
Sherry D. Wilson

Management and Administration 
of Education Program
Sharhoda Day

Math Education
Raquel DeAnn McKinnon

Mathematics Education
Jessica Collazo
Alicia M. Cronin
Jazmine Ruano
Tawana D. Smith
Aixa Sosa Colon

Reading
Bertha Etta Beckworth
Annetta R. Collins
Julia A. McGinnis
Queen E. Woodham

Science Education
Taylor Alexis Dumas
Alvaro Jimenez
Takia Mays

Spanish Language Education
Martha Lucia Borja
Onelio J. Carmona
Maria Teresa Carrion
Liset Chig Fernandez
Ana Paula Cruz Lopez
Rachel de la Caridad  
 Del Toro Gamboa
Raul Alberto Duran
Fernando Ferral Perez
Indira Maidanis Galindo Aguero
Elizabeht Gandarilla Hurtado
Adaibys Izquierdo Acosta
Nicola G. Marcantonio
Odalis de las Mercedes  
 Marrero Proenza
Jokabeth Oliveros
Mauricio Alejandro Parra
Rachel Pastor
Enrique Patterson
Lien Perez Lopez
Yanyn Quesada
Gustavo A. Reyes
Peggy Rivas
Felix Ramon Yepez Cardenas

TESOL
Ytshayra Alvarez Sosa
Kimberly Marie Cuevas Velez
Sheyna Lebron
Rita Adlin Mangual
Eric Daniel Monserrate Montes
Tirsa Negron
Sara C. Perez
Amaris Quinones
Melissa Rodriguez
Mildrelys Romero
Glorymar Vazquez Aquino
Jose Vicente

COLLEGE OF 
COMPUTNG AND 
ENGINEERING

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Computer Science
Janice James
Yonas Getachew Mulissa
Ronald B. Oakes

Cybersecurity Management
Brian Bisceglia
John Del Vecchio
Hemant Nagesh Kulkarni
Juan Manuel Madrid
Aaron Marshall Ramey

Information Systems
Kimon Alexander Andreou
Dwayne Alexander Ford
Oscar Kwok Chao Ho

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Computer Science
Elizabeth Claire Akers
Sadid Alam
Cassandra Carter
Marco Antonio de Oliveira Zambeli
Manne Alexander Leopold Hedlund
Mitali Kailas Jadhav
Steven Mario Jimenez
Weiren Lai
Mrudula Dinkar Mahajan
Lavan Naveh
Princeton Oben
Tiffany Marie Rolle
Revathi Rukmangathan
Juan Josue Serrano
Roberto Jose Serrano Veras
Andre Simoes Correa Terra
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Samuel Oscar Torres
Gonzalo Andres Vegas
Alan Wagner

Cybersecurity Management
Aamir Saamir Ahamad
Majid Anwar
Amanda Bluford
Jomariel Castillo
Kayli Chamberlin
Alex Corral
Gary DeLancer
Alec Dreakford
James R. Emmons
Daniel A. Franco
Devendra Gengan
Karina Gilson
Usman Hamid
Jeremy Mangroo
Jason Palmer
Tyrence L. Purnell
Tanisha Theresa Richardson
Jaime Alberto Roque Soulette
Jayachandra Reddy Seelam
Gyananand Singh
Vishal Tamesh Singh
Samara Spence

Data Analytics
Anthony Arnold
Shaumbe Granger
Sai Prathyusha Guddheti
Fernando Herrera Coronel
Leslie Anne Jarvis
Youssef Jasahui
Tenisha Nicole John
Kimberli M. Kidd
Maia Afiya Kirksey-Burnett
Victor Baraza Kisiangani
Camellia T. Martin
Sebastian Melendez
Cory Morrow
Chukwuebuka Precious Nwanya
Moises Joel Olan Soto
Danielle I. Pollard
Natamon Rittilertnapa
Megan Rolle
Luis Romero
Logan Skelly
Marcel Snitko
Angela Uvo
Mattia Vezzoni
Juan P. Zarama

Data Analytics and A.I.
Walter Fernando Campos Idrogo
John Kulhanjian
Katie Maurer
Stephanie Michelle Metcalf
Bhakti Patel
Amanda N. Pinzon
Nazmul Hasan Rabbi

Vishal Ravikumar
Carmen J. Rodriguez
Maya B. Rodriguez
Raquel Emily Wisdom

Information Assurance/Cybersecurity
Kemar Dameon Bailey
Sarath Chandra Reddy Chowtukuri
Halah Ayman A. Othman
Mitul Hasmukhbhai Patel
Pablo Jose Quesada
Jose Vitor Prado Varela
William Shawn Wilkerson 

Information Systems
Ahmed Fahad A. Alhajri
Fahad Mathkar J. Alqahtani
Eyed Mahdi Al Qarni
Demah Abdulaziz A. Alrezaiza
Bilyana Bangieva
Barrington Lorne Barham
Joakima Victoria DeSue-Galloway
Martha DeVilling
Sam Durrani
Raymond C. Freeman
Erikka Sharice Hargrett
Najee D. Hibbert
Jeremy Lamar Lyas
Ismael C. Martins
Christopher Francis Pinela
Chadwick Pyle
Heidy Rodriguez
Ashanni Scott
Alexandra Marie Waller
Aliyah Mone’t Williams
Yahav Zafrir

Information Technology
Jermaine Bell
Alexandria N. Bridgett
Roy Alexander Campbell
Jiaqi Chen
Rosie D. Faulkner
Christopher Sean McCartney
Laurent Naquit Pierre
Michelle Jakima Quintana
Giovanny Leonel Roa
Jonathan Vargas

Technology and  
Organizational Leadership
Nestor Romero

Technology Management
Stephanie Bisogno Loutphi
Djessica N. Bonzil

HALMOS COLLEGE  
OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES AND  
THE GUY HARVEY 
OCEANOGRAPHIC 
RESEARCH CENTER

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Conflict Analysis  
and Resolution
Sarh Saud A. Albliahed
Jessica Arriola
Chinyere Erica Chisom
Courtney Connor
Uchennamee Vital Durulawrence
Lawrence Egulu
Jacqueline Marie Ennis
Gayle Marie Hardison
Solomon Lulonga  
 Mlongetcha Jackson
Edea Sharon Drarusi Lelega
Yoan M. Lorenzo
Deborah Magidson Martinez
Shannon Maurice
Walter J. McDaniels
Eileen Paige Petzold-Bradley
Lizyvette Ramos
Thomas Tom Rogers
Shannon C. Rowles McGighan
Genevieve M. Sabala

MASTER OF ARTS

Composition, Rhetoric, and 
Digital Media
Danielle Case
Michelle A. Duarte
Santiago Diaz Finochietto
Bella Giaquinto
Tatiana N. Illis
Bryce P. Johnson
Rafaela Sabina Luzuriaga Salazar
Adeoye Olumuyiwa
Rachel Taylor
Melissa Velasco

MASTER OF  
PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE

Environmental Sciences
Nathan P. Andrews
Richard Anthony Cardullo
Ciera Lauryn Davis
Estefano Paolo Delgado
Claire Nicole Denker
Logan Downey
Saul Garcia
Daria Wendy Ghegan

Howard H. Goldstein
Emily Gutzmann
Sarah Elizabeth Harris
Montana H. Henington
Ciera Jarrett
Hannah Johnson
Abbie Katherine Kerr
Sarah Lynn Killeen
Teagan Lynn Kuckkahn
Natalie Rauch
Rachael A. Ridings
Jessica Brooke Robinson
Breanna Symens

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Biological Sciences
Rachel Hannah Bacaner 
Stacy L. Brown*
Athena Giorgiou Capetanakis*
Idalis C. Chapellin
Jacqueline Chavez**
Arianna Dagnino Salas*
Adithya Daniel Mathews
Roxana Del Valle Chi
Emma Rose Gellman**
Krystoffer A. Green*
Sarai Elizabeth Harris
Morgan Hess
Michael P. McDonough 
Anthony Christopher Modaffari**
Cristian S. Mosquera**
Trenton Davis Moulder
Disha P. Patel**
Antonella Quimbayo
Jahnavi K. Reddy
Celeste Amalia Rios
Paisley Simone Samuel
Benjamin Ari Share**
Ashley Lynn Wall*

Marine Science
Liam A. Abrams
Austin J. Blakeslee
Keith Alexander Centeno
Karli Samantha Corey
Pari Elaine Cribbins
Chloe Xi Frances Daniel
Cailey Elise Dorman
Logan Downey
Brady Nicole Estrada
Mariah France
Saul Garcia
Meta Hughes
Elizabeth Ashley Johnson
Saige Asanna Zimmerman Jost
Charles Klingler
Allie Marie Kozachuk
Teagan Lynn Kuckkahn
Jarrod MacGregor Little
Danielle Macias
Lauren Elizabeth Mihaly
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Kathryn Christine Price
Elizabeth Catherine Saraf
Emma Nicole Schindler
Ally E. Sheehan
Ashley Cassandra Shen
Ellen Regina Englert Skelton
Brooke Olivia Smith
Zachary Charles Strebeck
Juliet Marie Tretler
Sidney Rae Trimble
Alexander G. Wheeler
Samara Lillian Zinman

Medicinal Chemistry
Xavier L. Pantig

National Security Affairs and 
International Relations
Diner Aldeus
Modupe N. Bamiro
Roger Barrios
Mohammad Durrani
Chad A. Kuhens
Laurie Love
Sharmon Monagan
Zyon Slue

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors
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JUNE 6, 2025 
MORNING CEREMONY

CHERILYN G. MURER, J.D., CRA, is the president and chief executive 
officer of CGM Advisory Group, LLC, and founder, president, and chief 
executive officer of Murer Consultants, Inc. She is an active voice in 
advancing quality, cost-effective health care and higher education.

Murer received a Juris Doctor degree with honors from Northern Illinois 
University College of Law. Leveraging her operational experience at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago, she created an innovative 
business model, launching Murer Consultants. Murer Consultants 
represented multi-hospital health care systems, academic medical 
centers, and large physician group practices and was sold in 2017. In 
addition to her consulting work, Murer has been actively involved in 
international governance at the Lebanese American University, which 
has campuses in Beirut, Byblos, and New York. She has held various 
board positions, including vice chair, and has been instrumental in 
developing a global perspective on the delivery of health care services 
and higher education. 

Throughout her career, Murer has served on numerous corporate, 
public, and private equity boards primarily focused on the health care 
sector. Additionally, she received gubernatorial appointments to the 
Northern Illinois University Board of Trustees, serving as chair of this 
public university. She was even given the university’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award in recognition of her leadership. Her contributions have 
been recognized with honors from American Express and an induction 
into the Chicago Entrepreneurship Hall of Fame. Most recently, she was 
appointed chair of the board of governors of NSU’s H. Wayne Huizenga 
College of Business and Entrepreneurship.

Murer authored seven health care-related books, including Compliance: 
Audits and Plans for Health Care, a series by the Healthcare Financial 
Management Association published by McGraw-Hill. She is a sought-
after consultant, lecturer, and educator focused on addressing the 
complex regulatory, strategic, and financial issues facing health care 
and higher education in these transformational times.

Cherilyn Murer is passionately devoted to the arts, as well, serving 
as vice chair of the board and chair of governance and advancement 
at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She is a member of the 
board of the Ryan Center at the Lyric Opera of Chicago and the board 
of governors of the NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale. 

JUNE 6, 2025  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

JUAN-CARLOS (JC) AVILA was born in Peru to a multicultural family 
that worked in the wool industry. He was fascinated by technology and 
international trade from an early age and planned on working in the 
family’s export business. But, by the time he had finished his bachelor’s 
degree, the global demand for wool had virtually disappeared, taking 
the family business with it. Avila moved on to owning a plant nursery, 
which triggered his strong entrepreneurial spirit.

In 1984, he took a job selling imported industrial raw materials, which 
led to a decision to specialize in plastics—a product Avila believed was 
going to continue changing the world in many ways. Avila’s employer, 
at the time, assigned him to open an intermediation office in Miami, 
Florida, to facilitate business between customers in Peru and suppliers 
in the United States. Despite his previous background in business and 
international trade, Avila felt he needed additional knowledge and 
experience to immerse himself in U.S. business culture and become 
more competitive in the job market, so he chose to earn a Master of 
International Business Administration from NSU.

Avila appreciated the exposure to the university’s great professors, 
as well as its varied student body. NSU provided him with a deeper 
understanding of the business culture, trends, language, policies, 
processes, and institutions of the United States.

In 2011, Avila joined Montachem International, Inc., as general manager. 
At the time, Montachem was a distributor and trader in plastic resins 
(polymers) focusing mostly on Latin America. After a few years of 
increased growth, and with the financial area expanding in complexity, 
he became the organization’s COO, focusing on the commercial and 
operations areas. The business has more than doubled in size since 
Avila joined it and now employs more than 100 people globally, with 
sales in more than 75 countries.

Avila enjoys working with NSU’s Halmos College of Arts and Sciences’ 
IN-SIGHT program, finding it an excellent channel for organized 
information and intellectual discussion about world problems and 
solutions. He believes this student initiative will have a strong impact 
on future community leaders, politicians, and citizens and will drive 
positive change. 

He feels that, although the arts and sciences may seem to be separate 
from the business world, they are not. Important topics, such as civism, 
patriotism, ethics, morality, and social responsibility, are extremely 
relevant and the ultimate objective of a human enterprise cannot 
be only economic gain. Avila believes there is a time to give back, 
following the proverbial time, talent, and treasure analogy, and that 
everyone can help make this world a better place.

DISTINGUISHED HONOREES

Commencement Speakers

GRADUATE
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Ceremonial garments worn at academic 
functions take their meaning from the original 
centers of learning of the western world in 
the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, 
and gowns of the early students and monks 
have been held through the centuries to be 
traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion 
so basic to education and to the deliberate and 
orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the 
gradual rise of the great universities across 
Europe, and the ever-increasing awareness 
of the decisive role of education in the entire 
development of civilization influenced leaders 
among academicians in their desire for a 
singular identity. In the attempt to create this 
differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval 
system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat 
of arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and 
patterns of colorful design had been adopted to 
denote the distinctive character of designated 
chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical 
heraldry became, then, simply identification. As 
such, measures were taken to signify through 
distinctive markings on the academicians’ attire 
the institution that had granted the degree, 
the field of learning in which the degree had 
been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., 
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the 
cap, the gown, and the hood—it is the hood 
that offers the most abundant and most readily 
discernible information about its owner. The 
inner lining of the hood identifies the institution 
at which the individual earned the degree. 
Some schools have adopted two-color patterns 
and introduced chevrons and bars in various 
designs to set themselves apart from other 
institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood 
indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. The list 
at the conclusion of this section will explain 
this relationship. A final feature of the hood 
concerns its length and width and distinguishes 
further between holders of bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degrees. The length of the hood 
for the bachelor’s degree is three feet, closed 
at the bottom, and with a velvet border of 
two inches. At Nova Southeastern University, 
however, individuals receiving a bachelor’s 
degree do not wear a hood. A master’s degree 
holder has a hood three and one-half feet in 
length with a three-inch wide border, and  
the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals 
with a doctoral degree wear a hood four  
feet in length, open at the bottom, with a  
five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown also aids in differentiating 
between the three levels of degrees. The 
bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and falls 

in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It 
may be recognized most readily by the long, 
pointed sleeves. The master’s degree gown is 
somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The 
sleeves are oblong in shape and open at the 
wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square 
cut while the front edge has a cutaway arc. The 
doctoral gown is more elaborate, with velvet 
panels down the front and around the neck of 
the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the 
end and have three bars of the same material as 
the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. 
It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental  
in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been 
adopted throughout most universities in the 
United States, although tams have become 
increasingly fashionable to denote holders of 
the doctoral degree. Colored tassels are usually 
worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. These denote the field of learning.

The color, indeed, the flamboyance, of 
academic dress undoubtedly adds to the 
sense of occasion at academic ceremonies. 
But as its historical roots show, it has a much 
deeper significance. It is an outward sign of 
the universality of universities, and of their 
responsibility for certain timeless values 

essential to the freedom of inquiry: tolerance 
of alternative views and courage in maintaining 
one’s own tirelessness in the pursuit of truth 
and the free exchange of knowledge. Its 
wearing marks also the responsibility of the 
new graduate to maintain and uphold these 
ideals. These fundamentals of academic 
freedom have not been threatened in this 
country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of 
traditional academic dress was underlined 
in recent years by scholars from Central and 
Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their 
use of academic robes became a symbol of 
their refusal to be dominated completely by 
political forces and the state, and symbolized 
their persistent links to the worldwide 
community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of 
academic dress should be seen not simply as 
a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the 
responsibility that falls on all members  
of universities.

HONORS

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and 
medallions that reflect institutional and  
national academic honors, as well as campus 
leadership, service, and engagement.

COLOR OF HOODS

The colors found on the hoods worn in the academic procession represent the 
candidate’s discipline of study.

Arts, Letters, Humanities ...........................................................................White
Accounting, Business ..................................................................................Drab
Biomedical Sciences ...................................................................................Gold
Clinical Vision Research .............................................................................Aqua
Dentistry .........................................................................................................Lilac
Developmental Disabilities .......................................................................Citron
Education ........................................................................................................Light Blue
Law ...................................................................................................................Purple
Medicine ..........................................................................................................Kelly Green
Music ................................................................................................................Pink
Nursing ............................................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy ................................................................................Rhodes Blue
Optometry ......................................................................................................Mint Green
Oratory (Speech) .........................................................................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy ........................................................................................................Olive Green
Philosophy, Political Science ....................................................................Dark Blue
Public Administration, Human Services,  
Physical Therapy, and Criminal Justice.................................................Peacock
Public Health .................................................................................................Salmon
Science ............................................................................................................Bright Yellow
Sports Science ..............................................................................................Sage Green

ACADEMIC ATTIRE
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AUTOGRAPHS

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM: Words and Music by Mark J. Cavanaugh © 2010 Marx Music, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted, with permission, by arrangement with Adorno Music (ASCAP). The unauthorized copying or use of 
this work, in whole or in part, is illegal.
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