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Dear Graduates,

Nova Southeastern University takes enormous pride  

in your success. On behalf of NSU’s faculty, staff,  

and Board of Trustees, I salute your academic and  

personal achievement. You have reached this mile- 

stone through hard work and intellectual effort, and  

we are pleased to recognize your dedication with  

today’s commencement ceremony.

Reflect on the gifts of knowledge and support you  

have received. Celebrate the friendships, skills, and 

strengths you have forged. Embrace the opportunity  

to apply these treasures as you start a new chapter in 

your life, hopefully, following your passion, not your 

fortune, and keep your aim above your reach.

Our best wishes are with you today and in the future.

Congratulations!

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 

NSU President and CEO

HISTORY OF THE MACE

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective 
weapon in battle and was also displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious 
ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, 
the mace progressed into a symbol of authority  
and today is frequently used to lead religious and 
academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by  
royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order  
and usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of 
such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic 
excellence and dignity.

NSU’S MACE

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern Univer-
sity of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s mace 
bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing the 
university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova  
Southeastern University was created to be an  
innovative educational institution—to take the best  
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow.

THE NOVA 
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
MACE
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Charles L. Palmer, Chair
Barry J. Silverman, M.D., Vice Chair
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., President  
and CEO
Samuel F. Morrison, Secretary

Ronald G. Assaf
Walter L. Banks, Sr.
Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 
Rita Case 
Suzi Cordish

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., President and 
Chief Executive Officer

Harry K. Moon, M.D., President-Elect  
and Executive Vice President/Chief 
Operating Officer

Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Provost and 
Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Daniel J. Alfonso, M.Fin., Vice President 
for Facilities Management and Public Safety

Bonnie Clearwater, M.A., Director and 
Chief Curator of NSU Art Museum  
Fort Lauderdale

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A., Vice President  
for Business Services

Ken Dawson-Scully, Ph.D., Associate 
Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Research and Economic Development

Kyle Fisher, B.A., Vice President for  
Public Relations, Marketing, and  
Creative Services

James Hutchens, M.L.S., Vice President 
for Information Services  
and University Librarian

Richard E. James, B.S., Chief Strategy  
and Operations Officer, NSU Health

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D., Associate 
Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Assessment and Accreditation

Gary S. Margules, Sc.D., Vice President  
for Research and Technology Transfer

Ronald Midei, M.B.A., CPA, Executive 
Director of Internal Auditing

Michael Mominey, M.S., Associate Vice 
President for University Advancement and 
Director of Athletics

Terry J. Mularkey, M.A.S., CFRE,  
Vice President for University Advancement 
and Chief of Staff

Thomas Panza, J.D., Interim General 
Counsel and Vice President for  
Legal Affairs

Stacy Pena-Villalobos, Ed.D.,  
Vice President for Financial Aid and 
Academic Records

Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A., 
Vice President for Human Resources

Leonard J. Pounds, Ph.D., M.S., Vice 
President for NSU Health Administration

Irving Rosenbaum, D.P.A., Ed.D., M.P.A., 
Vice President for Operations, Health 
Professions Division

Don Rudawsky, Ph.D., Vice President  
for Institutional Effectiveness

Shari Saperstein, Ed.D., Vice President  
for Student Affairs

Alyson K. Silva, M.AC., CPA,  
Vice President for Finance and  
Chief Financial Officer

Robin Supler, J.D., Vice President for 
Compliance and Chief Integrity Officer 

John Wensveen, Ph.D., Chief Innovation 
Officer, NSU, and Executive Director,  
the Alan B. Levan | NSU Broward Center  
of Innovation

Thomas West, M.B.A., Vice President  
for Information Technologies and  
Chief Information Officer

Brad Williams, Ed.D., Senior Vice 
President for Enrollment Management  
and Student Affairs

Jeff Williams, CCM, CCE, Manager,  
Grande Oaks Golf Course

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., University Chancellor

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D., 
Chancellor Emeritus, Health  
Professions Division

UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS

Integrity

Academic Excellence

Community

Diversity

Innovation

Opportunity

Scholarship/Research

Student Centered

CORE VALUES
By 2025, NSU will be recognized as a preeminent, professional-dominant, doctoral- 
research university that provides competitive career advantages to its students and 
produces alumni who serve and lead with integrity.

VISION 2025 STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT 2025

The mission of NSU—a selective, doctoral-research university—is to deliver innovative 
academic programs in a dynamic, lifelong learning and research environment fostering 
integrity, academic excellence, leadership, and community service through engaged 
students, faculty, and staff.

The Vision 2025 Statement, Mission Statement, and Core Values were adopted by the NSU Board of Trustees on March 29, 2021.

R. Douglas Donn 
James Donnelly
Arthur J. Falcone 
Steven J. Halmos
Carol Harrison Kalagher
Milton L. Jones, Jr. 
Barbara Trebbi Landry
Alan B. Levan 
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D. 
Albert J. Miniaci 
Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O., M.P.H.,  
   MACOI, FCCP

Kiran C. Patel, M.D.
George I. Platt, J.D.
Martin R. Press, J.D.
Paul M. Sallarulo 
J. Kenneth Tate 
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 
Michael J. Zager  
 
Trustee Emeriti
H. Wayne Huizenga 
Mike Jackson
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CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Graduate Degrees



4

Processional ...................................................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance

Presiding Officer ........................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement .............................................................................. Grand Marshals 
Tamara Frank, Ph.D. 
Professor, Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and  
the Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center 
Ana I. Fins, Ph.D., ABPP  
Professor, College of Psychology

Welcome and Introductions ...................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Acting Dean, Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences

College of Psychology ................................................................................................ Karen Grosby, Ed.D., Dean

Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the  
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center ..................................................... Holly Lynn Baumgartner, Ph.D., Dean

Opening Remarks .........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Introduction to Commencement Speaker ............................................................George L. Hanbury II

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree ....................George L. Hanbury II

Commencement Address .......................................................................................... Stephen Leifman, J.D. 
Judge

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ...............................................................Ronald J. Chenail

Conferral of Degrees ...................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Closing Remarks ...........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................................  Grand Marshals  
Tamara Frank 
Ana I. Fins

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
College of Psychology

Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the  
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center

June 14, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

COLLEGE OF 
PSYCHOLOGY 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Clinical Psychology
Elise N. Anello
Lindsay Louise Craig
Karen Dimentstein
Alyssa Lantita Johnson
Sally Kafeghazal
Jasmin Mangat
Alexandria Gayle Nuccio
Alyssa R. Oieda
Stephanie Anne Sardinas
Alexandria Marie Schmidt
Christopher Thompson
Gregory Dean Watson

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

Clinical Psychology
Rafael Aballi
Pinar Alemdar
Rebecca J. Aronson
Sujod D. Bdaiwi
Jessica R. Blalock
Samantha Both
Sharvan Chhabria
Brooke Nicole Collins
Caleigh A. Covell
Nehemie R. Dantica
Jamie Diamond
Ashley Marie Diaz
Jasmine Chanel Diedrick
Rachel D. Elkins
Olivia Pearl Elmann
Elizabeth I. Engeriser
Jeanan Ayed Fares
Brooke Fenton
Alexander Gary Fowler

Emily Ann Friefeld
John P. Garlewski
Dianne Gaviria
Nakisa Ghannad
Imani Gibbs
Elizabeth Maryann Giles
Lindsey Giunta
William Dale Goulart
Brittany Alexis Grimshaw
Jenine E. Hain
D’Shawn Linton Harrigan
Karly E. Hauser
Lainey Marie Henican
Claudia D. Hristova
Brittany Hylander
Lea M. Jalbert
Danielle Nicole James
Nisha Muneer Kajani
Wyatt Kinner
Kayla Raquel Kotalik
Katharina Kulik
Andrea Marie Lacayo
Ana L. Llambias
Ramika A. Mann
Nicole Marie Mantella
Alyssa Nicole Marchetta
Laura Michelle Markowitz
Riki Ann Martinez
Kaely Mateo
Melissa Miranda
Jessica Ann Neustater
Amanda Victoria Nixon
Jesse Tyler Orshan
Amy Leigh Papinchak
Janely Perez
Meredith A. Pollock
Hannah M. Pressley
Kiana M. Rattjens
Zoe Angeline Rice
Lara Rifai
Claudia Rodriguez

Denise Rodriguez
Taylor Paige Rosenblat
Melissa Leigh Ross
Jordana Gabrielle Roth
Nicolette Sacket
Catarina Ana L. Santinho
Norah Jane Scholl
Neil D. Schwartz
Elisa L. Seoane
Nisha Singh
Emily Lynn Stewart Stevens
Brooke Nicole Thomsen
Tessa Pauline Triest
Karina Nicole Valentin
Teresa Webb
Rachel Sydney Weiss
Katarzyna Wojnas
Parker Ellis Zyndorf

School Psychology
Felix Bou
Blanca Rose Melero
Raquel Sabater
Catalina Uribe

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Counseling
Yesenia Abdelfattah
Delaney Elizabeth Abroe
Yannis Acosta
Sally Marlene Allende
Hude Mukhlef H. Almutairi
Olivia Alvarez
Stefanie Alvarez
Karina Aserraf
Elisa Marie Avila
Carolina Casilda Aybar
Leira Diana Balan
Sandra Patricia Balon
Micaela Susana Baredes

Giuliana Marina Barile
Ornella Abril Barile
Kristina L. Bartholomew
Nicole Crystal Beckford Richards
Brittany Benjamin
Taylor Blair
Shannon Blake
Rafael Blecher
Ryanna P. Bobst
Elizabeth Brazier
Kerrinesha Robinson Brown
Brionna Burgains
Heather Butler
Isabella Marie Cabaleiro
Antonio Camilo Gallardo
Jennifer Capps
Rachel Cardonet
Shamarr Carmino
Adrian Carrazana
Sebastian P. Castano
Alejandro Castro
Isabel Victoria Castro
Susy Castro
Yarlin Cepeda
Abner Cesaire
Yves Gerard Charles
Megan Chesney
Angela Cicenia Achurra
Gabrielle M. Clark
Laura Cristina Contreras
Madeline Christine Cook
David Corcho
Samantha J. Corpus
Amanda Yvette Couillard
Vernetia Melissa Cowart
Maria Mercedes Criollo
Jennifer Cruz
Savannah Cuddy
Michelle Lauren Cuervo
Mio Davis

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ALMA MATER

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

’til our days are through.
Love thee, Gray and Blue!



6

Jennifer Carolina Daza Ramos
Chavely Delgado
Melina Catharina Delimon
Marie Delinois
Lucas J. Denny
Lisa Deshommes
Patricia Diaz
Stefany R. Diaz Sotello
Dainerys Dorrego
Daniella Dos Santos
Savannah Jeanae Dozier
Gabriela Duenas
Shauna Fay Dworkin
Ashley Edwards
Michael Egleston
Jamal El Jilali
Claudia Escobedo
Fiorella Espino
Peggy Emestine Exume
George Fabre
Angela Fernandez
Jorge Alejandro Fernandez
Alyssa M. Fiorella
Elise Catherine Fisher
Cameron O. Ford
Devyn Freeman
Taylor Austin Fry
Ashley Gaia
Wendy Yahily Garcia Masso
Samantha Garrad
Charketa Gibson
Orianna Alessandra Gil
Rachel Glogower
Joseph Goldberg
Kaitlyn Marie Gorczyca
Pricilla Janelle Gorgoroso
Anastasia Elizabeth Gower
Patrick Gribel
Jessica Gulotta
Gabriella Guzman
Shannon Joy Hearty
Sylvia Kattie Henderson
MicKayla Gayle Herndon
Ty Jah M. Till
Victoria Howcroft
Monique M. Issa
Alexis Jackson
D’eja Jackson
Monica Jackson
Zanita James
Marian Jane
Raul Jimenez
Brandee Lynn Johnson
Juanquanza Jamylla Jones
Brittany Naomi Joseph
Steven Ross Julian
Melody Kaye
Sharon Khalil
Nazha Nasfin Kuno
Sarah E. Larsen
Shekeetha Law Charles
Calandra Demetria Leary
Allison Leigh Hilburn
Alyona Leontyeva
Anansia Leslie
Morgan Nicole Levy
Esther Liberman
Mary Lindsey
Karen Lui

Kayelah Livingstone
Eleonora Luchnick
Rianne Charrise Lyew
Stevie Lynn
Bobby Lewis Lyons
Mercaedes C. Mackley
Tulsi Malde
Kristen Gabrielle Marin
Alejandra Marques Mosquera
Alexandra Jobson Martin
Marcarena Martinez
Barbara I. Martinez Garcia
Romy Maria Massaad
Jacqueline L. Mathis
Haley Marie Maxwell
Christian Mbaeri
Sean A. McCray
Vitaliya McElveen
Latavia McKinney
Bertine Giodan Merilis
Lucnise Metellus
Lauren Milhet
Sarah Miller
Marisa Mills
Jaileen Mondol
Alma Monegro
Carlos A. Montero
Jessica Leigh Moore
Sarai Moya
Brianna Murphy
Sabrina Paula Myrtil
Quele Samara Nascimento 
   dos Santos
Katalin Ocsody
Shannon O’Dowd
Vanessa Oduro
Melanie O’Neill-Galan
Rebeca N. Ordonez
Lorraine Oviedo
Taylor Panno
Larissa M. Parodi
Angela Pautz
Guevelle Aungenei Pemberton
Logan Grace Perl
Katrina Marie Perry
Alexandra Pestano
Shevon Phipps
Caroline A. Picciolo
Morgan Pierce
Katelyn Sarah Popick
Jalana Prevatt
Jonathan Moss Putty
Ryan Raffa
Kylie Raller
Daniela Patricia Ramos
Esmee Margeaux Ramos
Hannah Rast
Kenyatta Sharee Ratliff
Lawanda Nicole Reason
Maria Rosario Redondo
Arienne Lizbeth Reyes-Diaz
Camryn Richardville
Jenny Donnelle Riegle
Jenni L. Rivas
Kassandra Rivero
Alexandra Robertson
Crystal Robinson
Kristen Nicole Rodriguez
Lux Idalia Rodriguez
Madison Nicole Rodriguez

Rachel D. Rodriguez
Rosmery Rodriguez
Emily Elaine Roland
Katherin Roman
Stephanie Roque
Kerlys Ruano
Peninah Pessi Fink Salid
Morgayne Parker Sarmiento
Mahsa Sattarzadeh
Leora Victoria Schuh
Deanne Schultz
Sidney Sarah Sculler
Halima Scurry
Karina Segura Lara
Sussie Mariela Seppaelae
Danielle Serota
Erika Lynn Seward
Nicholas E. Sharkey
Victoria Shaw
Tricia Shimonkevitz
John Charles Solomon
Claudia V. Soriano
Jessica Erin Sternberg
Kali Struble
Denise Suarez
Samantha Ashley Suarez
Shirley Szajnert
Guena Szkolnik
Kayla Vonshae Taylor
Amber G. Teagle
Stephanie Melody Thomas
Sairy F. Tobin
Riah E. Tolliver-Cofield
Kayla M. Torres
Nadia Torres
Natalia S. Torres Sanchez
Kareen Freddie Townsend
Shakaylia Triplett
Angelina Ulhag
Diana Urena
Joselin Tasenia Velasquez
Daniel Velez
Karl Vieweg
Devin Danielle Vozza
Vivica Wadsworth
Jillian Walker
Alexandra Wallis
Samantha Levin Wallshein
Samantha Emily Weinstein
Jacqueline Weiser
Daniela Zachary Werbin
Jacquar Regina Westbrooks
Yassecha Akela White
Ashley Anne Yodice
Jujuan Young-Battle
Samuel Sebastian Zahr
Elizabeth Zayas
Jessica Nicole Zeitlin

Experimental Psychology
Alexander S. Martinie
Hannah Murphy
Amar Savani

Forensic Psychology
Valeria Aguilera
Benita Alicia Allen
Azia Alston
Caroline Andreasson
Rinette Anestin

Diana Angulo
Alana Arabitg
Marnesha Atkins
Shelby M. Bomford
Alexandra Boyd
Aixa Bucca
Christinia Careri
Courtney Vada Casale
Lillian Chan
Miguel A. Chavez
Shannon Creighton
Lauren Olivia Curry
Chelsea Damon
Talia Davis
Nachely Dilone
Mikayla Eaton
Drew Erickson
Franchesca Espinal
Javier Fernandez
Gabrielle Funk-Dorocicz
Shanta Denise Gaters
Aarin Rae Grant
Keri Lyn Hollenbaugh
Katherine M. Houseweart
Madison Rose Jacknow
Tania Elizabeth Kelley
Brandon Adam Klein
Elizabeth Lacy
Michael H. Lawrence
Shane David Lyons
Sayra Maldonado
Melanie A. Martinez
Jamanda McInnis
Alejandra Medina
Gigi Mendez
Jacqlyn Messore
Margo Ruth Meyer
Morgan Lee Morris
Arianna Hema Nathu-Hari
Jeileen Naveiras
Meri Logan Nix
Camilla Nocito
Sophia Noel
Sasha Oliver
Brianna R. Paige
Julia Renee Pardi
Michelle Patricia Perez
Logan Pollock
Valentina Ramirez
Amanda Lorraine Rapaduski
Kelly Dennise Reyes
Emma Christina Ricciardelli
Sophia Lorena Rivera-Trujillo
Valeria Salomon Mazzocco
Daniela Andrea Sarmiento
Mariah Simo
Jennifer Simpson
Chyna Laney Smith
Emily N. Smith
Lauren Sollars
Elizabeth Sousa
Sara Taitai
Victoria Tapia
Paulla Anne Taylor
Antonia Thigpen
Gabriela Raquel Tirado
Kristin Tompkins
Kristen Vazquez
Patrice Warner
Lucille Weiss
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE Shannon Marie Wilms

Layla Corinne Worthington
Madison E. Wristen

General Psychology
Jocelyn Acevedo
Alexandra Adams
Dina Noor Alhassani
Nadia Patricia Assal
Ruth Avila Martinez
Taylor Boyd
Cynthia Cabrera
Damaine Carpenter
Rona Correll
Destiny Rae Eddards
Eileen E. Faradji
Ashley Daniella Farrell
Safa Z. Fayyad
Gabriel Ernesto Fernandez
Lauren Taylor Figura
Michelle M. Garcia Cordero
Lauren Beth Goldberg
Ashton Griswold
LeAnn Dolchelle Hall
Holly Herren
Brandon Kei Ingram
Savannah Nicole Jenkins
Olivia Johnson
Rosa Ana Jonson
Clare Kehoe
Charissa Lenis
Christopher D. Long
Anabel E. Marchildon
Colleen Joan McGovern
Dagney Mendia
Samantha N. Miller
Sophia Mustaeva
Paola Yasmin Noboachauvin
Nana Akua Serwaa Opoku-Afari
Alexander James Pedraija
Andrea S. Pineda
Paloma Price
Charea Rolle
Jessica Morgan Ruggiero
Jessica Fallon Shtutman
Jessica Denise Smith
Ileana V. Toro
Elisa Turri
Gracie Welch

SPECIALIST IN  
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY

School Psychology
Alicia Angueira
Diya Chettithodi Arun
Ashley Beguiristain
Lauren Brightwell
Alaina Capps
Nicole Marie Diaz
Hannah Royer Elliott
Camille Font
Casey Mcparlin
Jassica Rachel Newman
Gabriela Paez
Maylin Pupp
Ijaza Abyana Saadat
Glorianna Isabel Soto Quintana

HALMOS COLLEGE OF 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 
AND THE GUY HARVEY 
OCEANOGRAPHIC 
RESEARCH CENTER

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Conflict Analysis and Resolution
Herbet S. Ambrose
Kwasi David Ansong
Salahaddin Bayaziddi
Marcia E. Brown
Tina Ann Collins
Angelica Coronel
Cindy Cushman
Robyn Michelle Dinicola
Otis Gregory Jarvis
Roland Joseph
Stephen Kominek
Gertrude Lawrence
Darnella Beatrice McGuire-Nelson
Robert C. Moody
Eugenio A. Moreno
Helen Gema Muniz Bermudez
John Onwuegbuchulam Opara
Tanya Pawlowski
Midline Pierre
Kim Denise Thompson
Ernst Pierre Vincent
Scottie Ann Visser
Michael Anthony Wahlgreen

Oceanography Marine Biology
Glenn David Goodwin
John Alexander Kluge
Breanna Lynn Vanderplow

MASTER OF ARTS

Composition, Rhetoric, and  
Digital Media
Lanisia Butler
Michelle A. Durate
Laurel M. Gallaudet
Cailin Nicole Rolph
Courtney K. Rosenthal

MASTER OF  
PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE

Environmental Sciences
Courtney R. Aulden
Stephanie M. Ball
Zavier Luis Bernal
Brycen Columbus
Christian Michael Craig
Marrisa Jauxniece D’Angola
Ciera Lauryn Davis
Claire Nicole Denker
Brendan Daniel Gavaghen
Andrew Curtis Goeppner
Dana Riley Hamilton

Yasmin A. Khan
Hannah Claire Lesko
Benjamin E. Lindsay
Ashley Beth Long
Clayton Mirage
Danyelle Moore
Samantha Olszak
Krystal Renta
Sara A. Schutt
Brandon Christopher Stewart
Victoria Summers
Amanda Travers
Hope Elizabeth Wilson

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Biological Sciences
Lyla Abbas
Rosa A. Aleman**
Saadat Yasir Arif*
Rachel Hannah Bacaner*
Hannah Bauman
Brianna Corellis
Claudia Diaz
Emma Rose Gellman**
Jovanni Antonio Gomez**
Maria Alejandra Herrera Tejada**
Zaria A. Hill*
Hailey Jauernick
Sara Kaldas
Ariane Rahel Kalifa**
Sai Chandra Katragadda
Sebastian Lagos Ossa
Michael P. McDonough**
Luis Erik Medina
Trenton Davis Moulder**
Jaclyn M. Ricardo
Aaliyah Samar Roberts
Ayanna M. Royal
Ruthianah Mitchell Saint Louis*
Paisley Simone Samuel**

Coastal Zone Management
Howard H. Goldstein

Conflict Analysis and Resolution
Leneiya Virtress Boose
Susan Michelle Cordova
Michele L. Evans
Savanna Scionti

Marine Science
John J. Alfirevich
Karli Samantha Corey
Lauren E. Dalton
Sydney Nicole Daniels
Delaney M. Farrell
Mariah France
Mary Sobhy Gad
Perla Marina Garmendia Zepeda
Zachary T. Graff
Maria Jose Guarderas Sevilla
Elizabeth Ashley Johnson
Hannah Johnson
Saige Jost

Travis James Kirk
Charles Klingler
Kathryn Ng Lim
Jarrod MacGregor Little
Megan Ann Miller
Mykenzee Lee Munaco
Laura Delgado Nicolas
Daniel M. Perez
Sarah Nicole Prieto
Alfredo Quezada
Alexandra Ulysses Rayburn
Savannah Kay Renken
Melissa Rex
Emily M. Salonia
Paisley Simone Samuel
Ellen Regina Englert Skelton
Bethany Morgan Tilton
Kaya Cheyenne Wilson
Hope Elizabeth Wilson
Zachery S. Young
Samara Lillian Zinman
Amanda Nicole Zummo

National Security Affairs and 
International Relations
Robert Steven List
Vedwatie Ramkissoon
Alexander Shields

*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors
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Processional ...................................................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance

Presiding Officer ........................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement .............................................................................. Grand Marshals 
Gina Peyton, Ed.D. 
Professor, Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and  
School of Criminal Justice 
Ling Wang, Ph.D. 
Professor, College of Computing and Engineering

Welcome and Introductions ...................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Acting Dean, Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences

Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of  
Criminal Justice .............................................................................................................Kimberly Durham, Psy. D., Dean 

College of Computing and Engineering ................................................................ Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D., Associate Provost, Dean, and Professor

Opening Remarks .........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Introduction to Commencement Speaker ............................................................ George L. Hanbury II 

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree ....................George L. Hanbury II 

Commencement Address .......................................................................................... Daniel Puder  
President and Founder, My Life My Power

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ...............................................................Ronald J. Chenail 

Conferral of Degrees ...................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Closing Remarks ...........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................................ Grand Marshals 
 Gina Peyton 
Ling Wang

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and  
School of Criminal Justice 

College of Computing and Engineering 

June 14, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

ABRAHAM S. 
FISCHLER COLLEGE 
OF EDUCATION AND 
SCHOOL OF  
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Criminal Justice
Yana Bechta
Nicholas David Chestnut
Christal Moore Clark
Lauren Nicole Fowler
Peter Michael Fulks
Michael Sue Jenefsky
Holly Jo Kelley-Chown
Christie M. Laroche
Lori B. Lodge
Anthony Mottola
Misty Neal
Freddy Ponce
Larry Allen Potts
Nekea Sanders
Elvis Sevilla
Donia Paloma Slack
Jorge Suarez-Caceres
Yasmean Talas
Gregory Scott Tony

Education
Heather Marie Spangler

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Education
Jason Abreu
Maria de Lourdes Acedo de Bueno
Jessica Alfone

Tangela L. Allen
Nestor Adalberto Amado
Karol Stefania Amaya García 
Anais Marie Armada
Jamar Arvin
Melissa Arzola
Kimberly Auletta
Jose A. Aybar
Vilmary L. Baez Concepcion
Jose F. Baldrich
María Judith Banchs Cabrera
Cierra Marshauntenita  
   Barksdale Vickers
Melvina L. Barton
Djenny Batrony
Cheryl Anne Bendenbaugh
Shaniquah Belvin
Wanda Lynn Bennett
Joel Bergman
Shadia Irene Blair
Melvin K. Blocker
Grisel Bodden
Carey Ann Bolash
Johnny W. Bostick
Katherine Nicole Briggs
Debbie I. Brockett
Sierra Brooks
Arielle S. Brown
Lois Janice Brown
Lori Bryant
Gwendolyn I. Bullard
Daniel Campbell
Deyanira Maria Candales
Roberta Salome Carew
Anne Petersen-Carnell
Donna Dale Carter
Sheryl Carter
Celines Chamorro
Nahila Marie Cintrón Deliz
Annette L. Clarke

Kelly Elizabeth Clarke
Zuheili Collazo
Glendalys Elena Colon Gonzalez
Jacques Combs
Lisa Cortes
Renee Andrea Crooks
Herbert H. Crouch
Angela L. Cruz
Raisha Ailyn Cruz Feliciano
María M. Cuadrado
Paul A. Curtis
Terry Angela Dalberry
Duane Anthony Daley
Venice Daley
Sabine Jean Dantus
Stephanie Dauway
Lynette Davila
Terrilen Davis
Silverio Del Orbe Abad
Aymara Del Toro
Yanit Delgado
Jose Luis Delgado Bello
Samarie Delgado Santana
Julia Diaz
Janet Diaz-Troncoso
Yvette Marie Domenech
Mark Dykes
Wanda Echevarria-Ortiz
Regina Shavonne Edmonds
Richard A. Edwards
Jillian Rose Ells
Jessica Ann Elwell
Bethany England
Ivan J. Escalante
Desiree A. Fajardo
Alana Taylor Fallucca
Viviana Figueroa
Candace N. Finley
Eva Marie Flores
Jennifer Clytus Fowler

Carlos Baltzar Fregoso
Ruby Freire
Patrick Collins Frempong
Rosa L. Frison Grant
Gladys Nabetse Fuentes Cruz
Adrienne Michele Fuller
Keisha Deniceon Gadson
Tanacha Gaines
Olivia Ann Garbutt
Aondra Garcia
Idalmis E. Garcia
Angie Y. Gardner
Keyada George
Amarilys German Lopez
Theaser Gilbert
Lisa E. Goldsmith
Glenn E. Gonzalez
Ilianette Gonzalez
Sheila Ivonne Gonzalez
Milka Waleska Gonzalez Colon
Arleen Gonzalez Mora
Yanneka Goulbourne
Rafael J. Guzmán Pereira
Michael L. Hageloh
Barbara Jean Hall
Susan M. Hall
Brittany Harmon
Julie A. Harris
Monica Beth Hernandez
Sheddianne Zuliris Hernández
Racaly Hernandez Calderon
Brenda Ivelisse Hernandez Esquilin
Yasmin Hernández Reyes
Velia Hernandez-Agudo
Chikima LeShae Herrig
Roxanne M. Hinds
Teresa Burten Ingram
Madeline Irizarry
Leveth Jackson

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ALMA MATER

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

’til our days are through.
Love thee, Gray and Blue!
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Tashara S. Jackson
Chinyere James
Anthony Isaias Jiménez
Veronica Reddick Jones
Evelyn Jorge
Dominique Joseph
Ayesha Kirk
Jodie Knight
Anna Michelle Koehle
Rachel Kowalski
Diane Lambert
Jose Antonio Lammoglia
Jennifer J. Lanham
Dalmarie O. Lawrence
Shericia A. Lee
Marcia A. Lightsey-Tivoli
Cynthia Haydee Lopez
Maria L. Lopez
Cristian Lopez Rivera
Jennifer L. Loveday-Donovan
Yamilet Lugo Ortiz
Denise Malcolm
Barabara Maldonado
Yelitza Maldonado
Buford M. Manion
Alina Manjiyani
Darlene Marcelin
Kristin Marchese
Peggy Marion Williams
Luz S. Marquez
Martisha Martin
Melissa C. Martinez
Grisel Martinez Lopez
Misty Bryant Mathis
Adaly Matos-Pastor
Nyleeche G. McRae
Sherrell P. Mcvay
Jennifer Mehu
Luisa Maria Mendez Alonso
Estefanie Mendoza Rodriguez
Wilma M. Mercado-Rey
Brandon JaMar Miller
Michele C. Miller-Smallwood
La’Darrius Milton
Anne-Marie Johanne Mohammed
Yuderka del Rocío  
   Monción Gutiérrez
Sarah Montesinos Otero
Shalia Louise Moore-Hayes
Vanessa Muhammad
Hector Kuis Muniz
Roynnie Murillo
Jeffrey O. Murray
Tracey M. Myers
Monifia Wiliams Neal
Pascale Nelson
Yolanda Nogueras
Onyemaechi Nweze
Michelle Oquendo
Hiram Ortega
Matthew Michael Owens
Sonia M. Pacheco
Salvador Francisco Pancorbo 
Christopher
Nelson de Jesus Pantaleon Santana
Pauline Pantoja

Nicholas J. Pascucci
Diego Patron
Elvis Antonio Paulus Montero
Pamela Perez
Damaris Esther Pérez Gullon
Cynthia Perez Reyes
Germaine Elvira Pierre-Ross
Denise L. Pitchford
Therese Marie Pokryfke
LaToya Debrail Porter
Nichelle Verna Porter
Nathalia Ramos-Marcano
Jacqueline Raphael
Clarice Constance Redding Louis
Jennifer Rey
Stephanie Lyman Reyes
Santiago Rafael Reyes Garcia
Delsherle V. Richardson
Erica Monique Richardson McPhaul
Darlenn Rios Villafane
Noe Rafael Rivera
Sol Rivera
Michelle Zoã Rivera Arce
Angel Nicole Robinson
Noeimee Rodriguez Rivera
Fernando Roman
Marleen E. Román Hernández
Jessica Rosa
Angelica M. Rosado Crespo
Maria A. Rosado Crespo
Liz Marie Rubero
Eddie Lee Runner
Annemarie Russell
Krista Renee Sager
Blanca I. Sanchez
Jossie Santiago
Carlos Maria Santiago Quevedo
Margaret W. Scott
Tina Jo Sears
Neida Esmeralda Seda
Astrid Griselle Seguí
Elga Daliza Sepulveda Suarez
Radhamés Silverio González
Ethel Singletary-Burton
Erin Robinson Smith
Jo Y. Smith
Karlene A. Smith-Hines
Virna Solis
Damaris Soto
Mindy Lee Spirer
Sean O. Stallings
Shakasha Latrice Stevenson
Dwayne Anthony Stewart
Laris Mae Stone
Cheri-Ann Taylor
Carla Alejandra Testani
Kamil Thomas
Dana Thomson
Viviana M. Torres
Carolyn Tossas Castro
Joseph Trivisonno
Latoya S. Tucker
Jacqueline Louise Tudor
Camille Turner
Candace Lakeisha Tyson
Sandy Michelle Underhill

Maria Gabriela Valbuena
Hildelisa Valle
Gladys S. Vega
Georliz P. Vega Quesada
Flabia Patricia Velasquez
Awilda Velez-Crespo
Tarrye L. Venable
Arelis Villanueva
Santiago Enrique Villarraga 
Castaneda
Valerie B. Ward
Vania Sirena Washington
Sonya Yvette Welch
Kima Y. White
Meshelley White
Ashley Wiedow
Jason Williams
Latisa Lashaun Williams
LaTarsha Dionne Wilson
Samuel Jerone Wims
Thalia Yolanda Wright-Dunkley
Gabriel Zepeda Martinez

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST

AP Educational Leadership
Cedric Armstrong
Rachelle D. Barnes
Robert Biasotti
Tattala Bowie
Robin Brown
John Caddle
Leigh Marie Carrasquillo
Rosa Castillo
Sabrina Constantin
Stephanie Cynthia Desir
Chaquisha Ciara Franklin
Nekeia L. Fuller
LaTanya Renee’ Gaines-Herrington
Audrie A. Gonzalez
Jacklyn M. James
Reginald Anwar Jenkins
Melissa Diane Johnson
Carla Renee Johnson-Morris
Sarah Elizabeth Longenecker
Rachelle Lin Mendes
Vanessa Mendoza
Sara Anne Przytulski
Nancy Reisner
Christine Stewart
Elizabeth Anne Waldrep
Ticondria Shacoma Whitaker
Emonica Williams

Curriculum, Instruction, 
Management, and Administration
Samantha A. Alfred
Chantel Beatriz Carralero
Dawn A. Conte Hudson
Erica Catina Denson-Kleckley
Sara Dodier
Geisha Evette Forrest
Leni Garcia
Jacqueline Ann Green-Williams
Osvaldo E. Gutierrez Ortiz

Rasheedah Nadiyah Holmes
Taelor Johnson
James C. Knecht
Carolyn Leslie
Shastan Eileen Liddell
Teresa Linette Peller
Anthony Powell
Calvin Leroyal Pryor
Shanta Patrice Scurlark-Haywood
Sherry Sherrod
Traci Nicole Sims
Delometria Story
LaShundreya Townsend
Joel A. Vailloo
Elaine M. Wallace
Brenda F. Williams
Tyus N. Williams
Jelisa Windfield

Education
Rosalyn Porter Brown
Kristin M. Butrico
Johanna M. Colón
Mary F. Evans
Maria Elena Gonzalez
Raquel T. Pacheco Aumaitre
Misael Romero-Rodriguez
Evelyn M. Sanchez Panzardi

Math Education
Tanisha M. Heard
Taheerah Raquen Nasai

Mathematics Education
Rochelle Driggers

Reading
LaTonya Randolph

MASTER OF ARTS

Teaching and Learning
Ruth D. Doku

MASTER OF HUMAN SERVICES

Child Protection
Latricia Melonie Bazile
Kiffany Tquila Caldwell
Jodala Dazulme
Sherone K. Gaines
Amanda Marie Galllo
Cassandra D. Jones
Vanessa Jones
Teareathera Keeler
Mekesha Ayanna Lee
Maegan Maire Malloy
Cynthia Mason
MaryEmma McRae
Crystal N. McTier
Ultavia M. Mobley
Yolanda D. Miller Murray
Vanessa Marie Natal
Jill Christine Novak
Patricia Omana
Tanya M. Pedrosa
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GRADUATE 

Dyan Perez
Michelle Nicole Scott
Nedra Sims
Cheryl Kemp Spivey
Kendietrich Tucker
Doris A. Williams
Jennifer D. Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE

AP Educational Leadership
Samantha T. Bruce
Tiffany Losius
Tiffany Raynese  
   Montgomery-Ferguson
Taneshia L. Williamson

College of Student Affairs
Viviana Faz
Jasmine DeErika Floyd
Mackenzie Houlehen
Ashley Bianca McIntosh
Monique Amor Reto

Criminal Justice
Raymond Abel
Jenevy Acosta
Salwa Hussam Aldasougi
Victor Emanuel Arias
Travis Brooks
Anthony Curtis Brown
Jacari Ariel Brown
Jovana Bulatovic
Gary Anthony Cameron
John Alexis Carrasco
Felicia L. Cauley
Alora Davis
Tiffany K. Ezekiel
Leah Alessandra Herrera
Markeda Hines
Tiffany Ingram
Betty Jones
Lauren Judd
Jadyn Marie Laramore
Sharon H. McGhie
Emily Nguyen
Joanina Cristmar Nunes
Daniel Ofstein
Susan L. Ofstein
Mikera Arnaziah Patton
Christine Rhymes
Dawn Elizabeth Rice
Fiorella N. Rossi
Hillary D. Sitzler
Denee Trotman
Kayla Vassel
Zeneka R. Willix

Curriculum, Instruction,  
and Technology
Eunice Abad
Wilking Alexander Adames Pérez
Andrea Masiel Alcala Reyes
Raquel Alcántara Jorge
Jesus Antonio Andujar Aviles

Christina S. Arroyo
Noemí Ávila Scroggins
José María Báez Sánchez
Carlos Bienvenido Baez Tejeda
Mariesla Enid Barbosa Traverzo
Coraly Del Mar Barreto Hernandez
Taylor M. Bilello
Bárbara Yamil Bodré Mena
Wendy Josefina Brito Arias
Erin Elizabeth Cacciuttolo
Zoila Campechano Nieves
Dominga Capellan Suero
Paola M. Castro Travieso
Glorivel Cepin
Eddy Chavez Placencia
Nestor Francisco  
   Constanzo Contreras
Grace Elizabeth Creasman
Ana Cristevda Cuevas Diaz
Glinda L. Cuevas Ramos
Jerome Daniels
Yohan Manuel De la Cruz
Pascual De la Rosa
Isaias Wilkins De la Rosa Berihuete
Delbys Baal Del Rosario Paulino
Nicolás Durán Fernández
Delicia Edwards
Anna G. Engelhardt
Keri Ann Evans
Rolando Rhadames Feliciano
Kesia Martiza Ferreras González
Stephanie Fleming
María de los Angeles Ginard
Yasmin Haydee Guerrero Sánchez
Maneza Yasel Gutierre Constanza
Rohandy Alexis Hernández Santana
Yudelkys Jiménez Malache
Ana Luisa Jimenez Marte
Xiomarys Hevian Juarbe
Luis Alejandro Lajara Mercedes
Johanna Lapaix Zapata
Antonio J. Lee
Pedro Antioquio Lorenzo Liranza
Juan José Mariñez Báez
Rosa Iris Marte Heredia
Cynthia Lee Martinez Lebron
Suhail Martinez Valentin
Rober Jander Matos Montero
Carlos Rodrigo Matos Peña
Delgis Medine Mercedes
Rosario Anabel Mejía Rijo
Angel Mendez
Maricelys Mendez
Francis Miguel Mercedes Rodriguez
Néstor Mercedes Sandoval
María del Carmen Mercedes Tapia
Daniela S. Mondi
Juan Antonio Morales De la Cruz
Michelle Morrisey
Jacqlyn Moses
Yanet Murica Palechor
Kenny Olivero Ferreras
Amy Bernice Olivo Pacheco
Edwin William Olivo Pimentel
Elaine Carolina Páez

Santiago Andres Peña
Manuela Amalia Pérez Mejía
Alexis LaCia Proctor Kellam
Johanna Maria Quezada Segura
Vladimir Halverson 
   Ramirez Camacho
Judelka Ramon Valenzuela
Danyel Darwin Reyes Mota
Yahaira Rijo De Mercedes
Felix Luis Rivera
Johanna Rivera
Celeste Rodriguez
Julia Rodriguez
Jovanka Rodriguez Rivera
Yamile Rodriguez Rivera
Joely Alejandra Rodríguez Simé
Karla M. Rodriguez-Serrano
Yudelis Andrea Rojas De la Cruz
Roberto Roman
Luis Alberto Roman Nieves
Lisandra Romero Santiago
Jamie Lynn Rosado
Lizabeth Rosado
William José Rosario García
Felix Emilio De Jesus  
   Saladin Tolentino
Ricardo Sánchez Leonardo
Elsa Rosalia de las  
   Mercedes Sanchez
Jasmin N. Santiago
Joyce Glamaris Santiago Salgado
Caryna Ginae Santos
Petronila Scoggins Vilorio
Eulalia Sermon Fano
Johanna Sierra
Tonia Lashonda Sims
Genevieve Rose Sleboda
Michelle Alexandra Smith Pimentel
Yisel Soriano
Clementina Suero Sánchez
Yerannys Carrimi Terrero Perez
Johanny Raquel Thomas Jiménez
Sirilenny Thomas Jiménez
Eduard Antonio Torres
Domingo Francisco  
   Vargas Almánzar
Martin de Jesus Victorino Lopez
Brandy Laron Washington
Diana Zapata Guillén

Developmental Disabilities
Gema Acosta
Hannah Elizabeth Beckstrom
Anabella Berti
Shante Ashley Bryan
Brianna Nicole Burns
Mikayla Nicole Cagney
Victoria Marie Cartwright
Marcella Rose Cisotto
Peyton Clark
Ashley Shantel Cuevas
Amanda Suzanne Dahr
Madison M. Dilgard
Melanie R. Duncane
Bobbi L. Dunlow

Anh-Linh Duong
Gisel Egaraige
Emilianne S. Fitzpatrick
Kayleigh Regan Frank
Gabriella Giordano
Erika Jones Green
Aleah Nicole Gunthrope
Chelsea Hanna
Anna Eason Harney
Brittney Michelle Harrington
Megan T. Heller
Dianeibis Grisel Iglesias
Gaby Laverne Johnson
Kimiara Johnson
Kaiela Jones
Robyn Joy Laub
Laura Melissa Lopez
Asia Bree Martinez
Erin Elizabeth Mathias
Nicole King Maynard
Julia Marie Miller
Jennifer Michelle Moberg
Katja Nila Monserrat
Natalie Mustari
Arissa Nelson
Sara E. Oliver
Milly Alejandra Pagan Cedeno
Alieth Parets
Gisela Parra
Haydee Perez
Seaana Perrino
Carolyn Pichardo
Melanie Ramos
Michelle Carly Shaw
Sydney Smith
Sage Ameris Stevenson
Jennifer Sullivan
Luis Miguel Taveras
Helena Taylor
Raven Tyler
Gabrielle Vernaci
Kathryn Joanna vonKempen
LaToya Renee Williams-Turenne
Mirah Zack

Early Childhood Special Education
Katie Armstrong
Odessa Yvette Thomas

Educational Leadership
Cadijah Bethell
Leonie Buchanan Givans
Kayla Davis
Suzette DeCambre
Jermal Hobbs
Sharieka Patrice Joyce
Angel Miranda
Osaretin P. Omoruyi
Olimpia Aracely Paredes
Charles Purcell
Evonie Nicole Rash
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Elementary Education
Ashley-Marie Burrell
Caroline Hope Crumley
Brian D. Cruz
Jennifer Cruz
Tracy Marie Fatow
Shawanna N. Fluellen
Quiarre A. Hatcher
Kelia Jenkins
Angel Christian Johnson
Hannah Kaufman
Alexa Gale Levitt
Kimberly R. Lieberman
Verna McFarland
Lilibeth Pereira
Brittni J. Powell
Alicia Phillips Robinson
Porshia Deanna Robinson
Cierra Slaughter
Charvita Luwana Tolbert
Tennille Deniece Toomer
Alfredia Williams

Exceptional Student Education
Nayra Armas
Sheron Baity
Denise V. Barclay
Nicole Ryan Davigner
Jasmine J. Everette
Maryeris Flores Garcia
Latoya Stacey Ann Gamble
Nikita Gates
Claritza Gonzalez Velazquez
Ricardo Guadalupe-Falero
Geraldine Hall
Safiyyah Tanyail Houston
Samantha Leigh Krueger
Laura T. Laird
Katleen Lamour
Jose E. Lotti
Timothy Mathews
Isabella Maria Mazely
Sandra L. Mondesir Leonard
Faith A. Morrison
Saidymarie Muniz Cotto
Sherroid Nicholson
Maragaret Rose Pascento
Lena Alicia Peña Pascual
Yvette Pierre
John Carmine Quartararo
Nayrobie Lee Rivera Estevez
Yadira Santiago Beunes
Rehan Sherali
Edel Sotolongo Beunes
Nilda S. Vazquez
Yanaira Vazquez
Karla Vera
Kayleigh Jo Ward
Chegretta Williams
Tamalyn H. Williams
Rhonda Young

Leadership
Angela Rose Acousta
Kevin L. Allen
Danilo Alonso
Betty Faye Bouyer
Luissel Cabreja

Rosario Blissing Caceres
Dawnedra Caldwell-Jackson
Xerxes Callahan
Cathy Mentora Collins
Antoinette Cecelia Dockery
Deanna Trinae Edwards
Andrena Favors-Robinson
Jennifer Leigh Feather
Kasandra R. Gervin
Annie Marie Harbour
Iamani Harris
Kimberly M. Hawkins
Amy A. Huguley
Bridgette Y. Jackson
Gwendolen L. Jones
Latoyna Jones
Juliette Llado
Tiffany McGee
Shaniqua C. Mitchell
Kenya Morgan
Yesenia Georgina Navas
Marigladys Perez
Logan Polen
Emma Lee Price
Anglyn Robinson
Lerby David Sylvera
Willie Thomas
Kimberly Nikka Thompson
Coutnei L. Threatts
Tina Tanique Tulloch
Andres Urquidi
Jill A. Wallace-Ross
Nakisha L. Watts
Joni Williams
Tiershondria L. Windmon
Marchelle Woelfel

Management and Administration 
of Education Programs
Lisa Marie Edwards
Dorris J. Howard
Theodoria Smith Jackson
Andrea R. Negron
Olivia Williams

Math Education
Randy Caballero
Sonya White

Mathematics Education
Maritza Canon Reyes
CrisChandra LaChae Cephus
Obedxy Cotto
Caryssen Diaz
Star-Luna Dora
Ana Iris Gonzalez-Mondegil
Zoe Sophia Johnson
Ayala Klein
Emily Rayne Land
Ilianexis Mendez
Candace Hope Pegram
Daniel Rivera
Travis E. Roberson
Anthony Raynard Wilkinson

Pre-Kindergarten and  
Primary Education
Shawanna N. Fluellen

Reading
Edith J. Brown
Greg Michael Cabana
Yalonda Owens Cannon
Kiba Etumbe
Anne Elizabeth Grippi
Safiya Khan
Faith A. Morrison
Valencia M. Roby
Clare A. Schlorf
Jhan A. Thompson
Samantha Williams

Science Education
Helga Helisa Altimeyer Menezes
Ysabel Aviles Neyra
Vanessa Grace De Los Santos
Raven Symone’ Jackson
Lauren Morfa
Lynette Earl Myers
Kristina Pino
Kamila Zakarian

Spanish Language Education
Grisell Basterrechea Abad
Meikiu Amboage Campanioni
Anabel Brito
Suaidy Cheo
Halstead Bayardo Dixon
Milena Beatriz Gonos
Ismely Hernandez Lopez
Timothy Heupel
Nancy Violeta Lozano
William Y. Luzuriagga
Pilar M. Munoz
Elizabeth Navedo-Arbalaez
Josely J. Quevedo
Magleny Rosales
Yurki Suarez-Falcon
Sergio Miguel Tejeda

Special Learning Disability
Tamar R. Burton

Teaching and Learning
Reginald Joseph

Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL)
Shamyra Beltran Roman
Greter Camacho Melian
Marilyn Carmenatty Gonzalez
Darellys Alondra Enriquez
Mayrelis Garcia
Carina Gonzalez
Natalie Gonzalez Velazquez
Nery Ivette Jaime Gonzalez
Mia L. Marques
Rebeca Marrero
Krystal R. Nowak
Kayshla Noemi  
   Rodriguez Rodriguez
Ramonita Marie Ruiz
Marilyn R. Santiago Gonzalez

Varying Exceptionalities
Diyonne L. McGraw
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GRADUATE 

COLLEGE OF 
COMPUTING AND 
ENGINEERING

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Computer Science
David Buksbaum
Oladayo Ayokunle Luke
David Noel

Cybersecurity Management
Michael Joseph Rooney
Jackie Christopher Scott

Information Assurance
James Alfred Loving

Information Systems
Munther Bashir Ghazawneh
Andrea Green
Hollis Jill Greenberg
Ariel Luna
Eidan James Rosado

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Computer Science
Felix Richard Abraham
Shaheen Mohammed A. 
Alhumaydhi
Craig W. Brooks
Ethan John Degenhardt
Ronald Burnett Farrer
Jonathan Frucht
Claudia Klemke
Jake M. Levin
Moises Martinez
Matthew Waylon Nataline
Sherelle Nixon
Luis Quicano
Paul Roberts
Neta Ester Shiff
Reshma Sreekumar
Krishna Venu

Cybersecurity Management
Kolbe K. Adsungur
Charles Barrett
Racardo Brown
Kyra Ja’Nae Dixon
Jospeh Leonard Foraker
Leon Harmon
Arnoldo E. Herrera
Jordan Nathaniel Jackson
Brian S. Johnson
Kelsey Kerouac
Susan Kurien
Paula Margarita Manjarres Ladino
Jason Owens
Joshua Blake Present
Ryan Sahadeo
Tatiana Sade Vollbrecht
Sonia Andrea Williamson

Data Analytics
Nesma Aldash
Ali Ashraf
Nagaraju Birudukota
Dylan Parker Brown
Chioma Ada Chiemeka
Joenell Leinaala Dietmeyer
Krystle Fernandez
Matt Flores
Alexandra Fogel
Tyler Folsom
Adarsh Gaddal
Gabriel Guerra
Vasavi Dattatreya Hegde
Learonique R. Lewis
Rajesh Marni
Carlos Marquez
Katie Maurer
Florence McGregor
Sebastian Melendez
Hilmi-Musa Mustafa
Chaya Annapurna Nallani
Nikunj Neelam
Kevin Nieto
Julie Razafindranaly
Carlos Alberto Salazar Portal
Bianca Paola Santiago
Yordan Zheley

Information Assurance  
and Cybersecurity
Alexander Fernandez
Robert Holland
Srikanth Jangam
Angie Melissa Metcalf
Gary Joseph Moore
Lucas Taglienti
Joshua S. Tester

Information Systems
Adebusola Abimbola Adedokun
Carla Alize’
Abderazek Azlag
Myriam Jeanine Barber
Latoya A. Blackwood
Kim Braswell
Leanne R. Brown
Laura Durán
Andrew Omar Dussard
Erik Fernandez
Asha Zakiya Flournoy
Anusha Vedica Foo-Singh
David K. Garrett
Desyree Hernandez
Shaundi Jeleise McDaniel
Murat Junior Pierre
Rodney Anthony Reed
Sydney Richman-Judy
Bhavya Shah
Pedro R. Thomas
Mariia Tyrina
Karoline Valencise Hidalgo 
   de Moraes

Information Technology
Iftekhar Alam
Michael Alvez
Chrissneye B. Latson
Tremaine Powell

Management Information Systems
Rodney D. Addison

Technology and  
Organizational Leadership
Miriam T. Baiza
Michelle Benhamu Chocron
Tami Daughtry
Gabrielita Fleuricourt
Ralph Joseph Spangler

Technology Management
Kalina Seegolam
Janetta T. Sims
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JUNE 14, 2024
MORNING CEREMONY

STEVEN LEIFMAN is the associate admin-
istrative judge of the Miami-Dade County 
Court Criminal Division. He previously 
served as special adviser on criminal 
justice and mental health for the Supreme 
Court of Florida and currently chairs the 
Florida Supreme Court’s Steering  
Committee on Problem Solving Courts.

Leifman is the co-chair of the American 
Bar Association Criminal Justice Mental 
Health Committee and co-chair of the 
Judges and Psychiatrists Leadership Ini-
tiative. He serves on the Florida Statewide 
Task Force on Opioid Abuse, the Florida 
Drug Policy Advisory Council, and the  
National Institute on Drug Addiction’s 
(NIDA) Justice Community Opioid Inno-
vation Network. Additionally, Leifman is 
a member of the Group for the Advance-
ment of Psychiatry (GAP), a lecturer in 
psychiatry at Columbia University Vagelos 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, and a 
voluntary assistant professor of psychiatry 
and behavioral sciences at the University 
of Miami Miller School of Medicine. He was 
appointed to serve on the Conference of 
Chief Justices; the Conference of State 
Court Administrators National Judicial 
Task Force, which examined the state 
courts’ response to mental illness; and the 
Interdepartmental Serious Mental Illness 
Coordinating Committee, which was  
established by the 21st Century Cures Act.

In 2015, Leifman received one of the 
nation’s highest judicial honors—the 
William H. Rehnquist Award for Judicial 
Excellence, presented by Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts, Jr. He received this award 
because of the high standards he exempli-
fies in judicial excellence, fairness, integrity, 
and professional ethics. Leifman was also 
the first recipient to receive the Florida 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Award for 
Judicial Excellence (2015). He was named 
a 2016 Governing Magazine Public Official 
of the Year as well. More recently, Leifman 

DISTINGUISHED HONOREES

was awarded the 2020 Dade County Bar 
Association David W. Dyer Professional-
ism Award, the 2018 Pardes Humanitarian 
Prize in Mental Health, the 2019 Yale- 
National Alliance on Mental Health  
Advocacy Award, and a 2019 Presidential 
Commendation by the American  
Psychiatric Association.

On October 22, 2023, Leifman was 
awarded the Papal Medal Benemerenti 
from Pope Francis by Archbishop Thomas 
Wenski for his work in “protecting the dig-
nity of all human lives, particularly for your 
work within the judicial system and its 
treatment of those with mental illnesses.” 

Leifman has authored and published 
numerous articles regarding mental health 
and the criminal justice system. His most 
recent co-authored article was published 
in the Atlantic Magazine on May 30, 2022. 
He has also been featured in many other 
articles and national and local television 
and radio programs. Leifman is the subject 
of the documentary The Definition of 
Insanity, which aired nationally on PBS on 
April 14, 2020, (doifilm.com).

JUNE 14, 2024
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

DANIEL PUDER is a retired, undefeated, 
heavyweight mixed martial arts fighter; 
WWE’s $1,000,000 Tough Enough Cham-
pion; futurist; and social entrepreneur 
whose life mission is to transform educa-
tion for the next generation.

Puder started his career as an entrepre-
neur as a boy growing up in Cupertino, 
California, working for his father, who gave 
him the much sought-after job of cleaning 
bathrooms and toilets. He faced his share 
of challenges and adversity as a child. He 
was often bullied and harassed by his 
peers because he was overweight and 
deemed learning disabled, partially due to 
experiencing dyslexia. These challenges 
inspired him to train himself to focus, work 
harder, build a team, and commit his life to 
becoming a professional athlete, a private 
school system president, and a  
business entrepreneur.

Puder’s lifetime goal is to impact the lives 
of underserved youth around the world, so 
he founded the nonprofit My Life My Power 
in 2010. As of 2024, he is the founder and 
president of My Life My Power World, My 
Life My Brand, Florida Academy Health, the 
Foundation Academies School District, the 
White Light security company, and PuderAI.

Puder currently spends most of his time 
building schools through Foundation Acad-
emies, which received a global corporate 
accreditation with Cognia. His nonprofit 
foundation has impacted more than a mil-
lion lives around the world. In 2016, Puder 
transformed a level 6 juvenile detention 
center by lowering the rearrest rate from 
80 percent to less than 30 percent in just 
three years. His nonprofit foundation has 
been funded, in part, by the White House 
since 2019, specifically from the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy, which has led 
to six published studies by the College of 
William and Mary. His team has launched 11 
private schools in five years across Florida, 
Arizona, and West Virginia.

Since stepping away from the ring, Puder 
has received numerous awards. These 
include Humanitarian of the Year, Honorary 
Service Award, Honorable Kentucky Colo-
nel, Arkansas Traveler, Outstanding Citizen, 
and Top Marksman Award.

As a husband and father, Puder schedules 
all his entrepreneurial work around his time 
with his wife, son, and family. He believes in 
creating wraparound services for our kids 
and communities and is always looking for 
an opportunity to open more doors. His 
quintessential quote is

“Significance breeds success. Success is 
what happens to us, and significance is 
what happens through us.” —Daniel Puder
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Ceremonial garments worn at academic 
functions take their meaning from the original 
centers of learning of the western world in 
the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, 
and gowns of the early students and monks 
have been held through the centuries to be 
traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion 
so basic to education and to the deliberate and 
orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual 
rise of the great universities across Europe, and 
the ever-increasing awareness of the decisive 
role of education in the entire development of 
civilization influenced leaders among academi-
cians in their desire for a singular identity. In the 
attempt to create this differentiation, educa-
tors fell upon the medieval system of classic 
heraldry, whereby the coat of arms, assorted 
ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful 
design had been adopted to denote the distinc-
tive character of designated chivalric orders.  
The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 
then, simply identification. As such, measures 
were taken to signify through distinctive mark-
ings on the academicians’ attire the institution 
that had granted the degree, the field of learn-
ing in which the degree had been earned, and 
the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor’s, master’s, 
or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the cap, 
the gown, and the hood—it is the hood that 
offers the most abundant and most readily dis-
cernible information about its owner. The inner 
lining of the hood identifies the institution at 
which the individual earned the degree. Some 
schools have adopted two-color patterns 
and introduced chevrons and bars in various 
designs to set themselves apart from other 
institutions. The velvet trim bordering the 
hood indicates the major field of learning, or 
faculty, in which the degree has been earned. 
The list at the conclusion of this section will 
explain this relationship. A final feature of the 
hood concerns its length and width and distin-
guishes further between holders of bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees. The length of 
the hood for the bachelor’s degree is three  
feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet 
border of two inches. At Nova Southeastern 
University, however, individuals receiving 
a bachelor’s degree do not wear a hood. A 
master’s degree holder has a hood three and 
one-half feet in length with a three-inch wide 
border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. 
Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear 
a hood four feet in length, open at the bottom 
with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating 
between the three levels of degrees. The 
bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and falls in 
straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be 
recognized most readily by the long, pointed 
sleeves. The master’s gown is somewhat fuller 
and bears no adornment. The sleeves are 
oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with 
the rear part of the oblong square cut, while 
the front edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor’s 
gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels 
down the front and around the neck of the 
garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end 
and have three bars of the same material as the 
front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is 
cut rather fully and may be ornamental in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been 
adopted throughout most universities in the 
United States, although tams have become in-
creasingly fashionable to denote holders of the 
doctoral degree. Colored tassels are usually 
worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. These denote the field of learning.

The color, indeed, the flamboyance, of aca-
demic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of 
occasion at academic ceremonies. But as its 
historical roots show, it has a much deeper sig-
nificance. It is an outward sign of the universal-

ity of universities, and of their responsibility for 
certain timeless values essential to the freedom 
of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and 
courage in maintaining one’s own tirelessness 
in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange 
of knowledge. Its wearing also marks the 
responsibility of the new graduate to maintain 
and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals 
of academic freedom have not been threatened 
in this country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of tradi-
tional academic dress was underlined in recent 
years by scholars from Central and Eastern 
Europe. During the Cold War, the scholars’ use 
of academic robes became a symbol of their 
refusal to be dominated completely by political 
forces and the state and symbolized their 
persistent links to the worldwide community of 
scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress 
should be seen not simply as a sign of achieve-
ment, but as a symbol of the responsibility that 
falls on all members of universities.

HONORS

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and me-
dallions that reflect institutional and national 
academic honors, as well as campus leadership, 
service, and engagement.

COLOR OF HOODS

The colors found on the hoods worn in the academic procession represent the 
candidate’s discipline of study.

Arts, Letters, Humanities .......................................................................... White
Accounting, Business ................................................................................. Drab
Biomedical Science..................................................................................... Gold
Clinical Vision Research............................................................................. Aqua
Dentistry ........................................................................................................ Lilac
Developmental Disabilities....................................................................... Citron
Education ....................................................................................................... Light Blue
Law .................................................................................................................. Purple
Medicine ......................................................................................................... Kelly Green
Music ............................................................................................................... Pink
Nursing ........................................................................................................... Apricot
Occupational Therapy................................................................................ Rhodes Blue
Optometry ..................................................................................................... Mint Green
Oratory (Speech) ......................................................................................... Silver Gray
Pharmacy ....................................................................................................... Olive Green
Philosophy, Political Science ................................................................... Dark Blue
Public Administration, Human Services,  
Physical Therapy, and Criminal Justice ................................................ Peacock
Public Health ................................................................................................. Salmon
Science ........................................................................................................... Bright Yellow
Sport Science................................................................................................ Sage Green

ACADEMIC ATTIRE




