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THE NOVA 
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
MACE

HISTORY OF THE MACE

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective 
weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious 
ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, 
the mace progressed into a symbol of authority  
and, today, is frequently used to lead religious and 
academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by  
royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order  
and usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of 
such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic 
excellence and dignity.

NSU’S MACE

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s 
mace bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing 
the university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova  
Southeastern University was created to be an  
innovative educational institution—to take the best  
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow.

Dear Graduates,

My heartiest congratulations on your graduation from 
Nova Southeastern University.

You can feel proud, as we do, that you walk this stage 
to receive your degree from a world-class university 
recognized with three Carnegie designations. NSU 
is an R1 research institution, a Community Engaged 
Institution, and an Opportunity College and University. 
These distinctions reflect our commitment to innovation, 
academic excellence, access, and meaningful impact.

Personally, I believe the pursuit and successful 
achievement of higher education is one of life’s most 
transformative journeys.

Today, you stand at an important moment of transition, 
ready to step forward into your next chapter and toward 
new horizons. We celebrate you, your family, and all 
that you have accomplished, and we look forward to 

following all that you will achieve.

 

You are what excellence looks like.

 

Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

President and Chief Executive Officer

Nova Southeastern University
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Director, Alan B. Levan | NSU Broward 
Center of Innovation
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Executive Vice President for Strategy 
and Operational Excellence

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D.  
Senior Vice President for Academic 
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and Operational Excellence
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Student-Centered

Academic Excellence

Scholarship and Research

Innovation

Opportunity

Community

Diversity

Integrity

CORE VALUES
To be recognized as a leading professional-dominant, doctoral research university 
providing competitive career advantages to its students and fostering alumni and 
partnership connections.

NSU’S VISION

NSU’S MISSION

The mission of Nova Southeastern University—a selective, doctoral research university—
is to deliver academic programs in a dynamic, innovative environment. We foster 
academic excellence, leadership, integrity, and scientific, economic, and community 
contributions through engaging and empowering our students, faculty, staff, alumni, 
and partners.

Arthur J. Falcone
Steven J. Halmos
Carol Harrison Kalagher
Milton L. Jones, Jr.
Barbara Trebbi Landry
Alan B. Levan
Albert J. Miniaci
Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O.
Kiran C. Patel, M.D.
Martin R. Press, Esq.
Paul M. Sallarulo
Michelle Howland Sussman

J. Kenneth Tate
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D.
Michael J. Zager
 
Trustee Emeriti
Ronald G. Assaf
H. Wayne Huizenga*
Mike Jackson
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D.
George I. Platt, Esq. 

* in memoriam

UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS
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2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Graduate Degrees

May 5, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

Shepard Broad College of Law.................................................5

May 8, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.

Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy............... 9

College of Dental Medicine....................................................... 9

College of Optometry................................................................. 9

May 8, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

College of Computing, AI, and Cybersecurity................... 13

College of Psychology............................................................... 13

H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business  
and Entrepreneurship................................................................ 13

May 13, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.

Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and  
School of Criminal Justice........................................................ 19

Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the  
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center.................... 19

May 13, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine  
and Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences............... 25

May 14, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine  
and Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Rehabilitative Sciences  
(Master’s Degree only)..............................................................29

Ron and Kathy Assaf College of Nursing...........................29
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Processional: 
Entry of the Guests, from Tannhäuser, by Richard Wagner 
Pomp and Circumstance No. 1 by Edward Elgar

Presiding Officer........................................................................................................... �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

Presentation of the Colors......................................................................................... Nova Southeastern University ARMY ROTC

The Star-Spangled Banner.......................................................................................... �William J. Adams, D.M.A., Vocalist, Professor, 
Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the  
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ ��Catherine Arcabascio, J.D., Professor,  
Shepard Broad College of Law

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, Chief Academic Officer, and  
Interim Senior Vice President for Research

Shepard Broad College of Law................................................................................. Olympia Ross Duhart, J.D., Dean

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree.............................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Daniel Coyle, New York Times-Bestselling Author  
and Expert on High Performance and Culture

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal  
�Catherine Arcabascio, J.D.

Recessional: 
Triumphal March, from Aida, by Giuseppe Verdi

ORDER OF EXERCISES

May 5, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

Graduate Degrees from the 
Shepard Broad College of Law

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

SHEPARD BROAD 
COLLEGE OF LAW

JURIS DOCTOR
Alayna M. Abu-Shawareb*
Paula Acuna
Jordan Alberti
Safah S. Ali***
Daniella Ferro Almeida-Borrero
Hunter Altschul
Dennise Alvarado***
Nathan Alvey**
Isabelle Paola Ashby*
Manshaa Babbar*
Gabrielle M. Barcellos
Jacqueline P. Barrera
Leonoria N. Beasley
Julianna M. Beirne*
Karen G. Bencomo**
James Bentayou
Rachel E. Bentel
Rhea Prasad Anand Bhandary
Cristina Bichara*
Averie R. Bischoff*
Anthony Bisordi
Jason Blum*
Luis Bonet*
Tomas Borenszteyn*
Jena L. Braitman
Christina Gwen Browder***
Makenzi L. Brown
Amber Ellen Brune
Jaelen Capers
Maria Cardenas

Whitney Carl*
Roger C. Carter*
Maria E. Casanova
Emely A. Chirino**
Zoe Clarke**
Shania S. Coelho
Alejandra Lucia Conejo
Cole Conlon
Joey Cordover*
Nicholas M. Cristiano
Michael Alexander Cruz-Bustillo
Anthony M. Cuda
Andrea D’alessio III
Kervens C. Dabresil
Sara Yasmin Dastgerdi
Enrique Desormeaux-Tudor*
Samantha Belinassi Dias*
Gabriela Andrea Diaz-Silveira
Matina E. Dimitropoulos
Gary Dixon
Courtney Jill Druckman*
Tajai A. Dunmeyer
Matthew C. Engel
Etna Etienne
Stephanie L. Faulkner
April N. Feeser**
Jessica N. Fondo
Grace Emerson Forbes Smith
Hailey Rose Fraidin
Morgan French*
Sofia Galante***
Luis Gallego
Brenden A. Gartner
Alex C. Goldenberg*
Marianna A. Gonzalez
Shakirah Atiya Gresham
Danielle K. Grote*
Martin Daniel Grundman***
Brian Haderspock
Hassan Hamade*

Seth Harrell
Nicholas P. Harris*
Joshua Hayes
Sophie Danielle Hayman**
Jarrod Asher Helbein
Catherine F. Henriquez Zschecher
Alec Hernandez
Alana R. Higginbotham
Clayton Holzknecht**
Megan Sofia Horst
Mohammed W. Husein
Melissa J. Hyman*
Vivien Alessandra Ionescu
Maryann Jackman
Nicole Jackson*
Raymond N. Jairam*
Danielle L. Jarmy*
Juliana E. Jett*
Channing J. Kamenesh
Alexander Eric Kanner
Meroshah Khan**
Jennifer Rose Kilroy
Kathleen M. Klimek*
Leah J. Kohronas
Johnathan Kramer*
Sabrina I. Lazo*
Carina J. Leal*
Aimee Rose Lees
Jennie Leon
Carter Levine
Mireia Llado Collderram
Ethan Llanes
Rebecca Rose Loeb***
Christian H. Lopez
Christopher Andrew Lopez**
Karley A. Lopez*
Nicholas Ryan Lopez**
Amanda Lynn Lorenzo
Olivia Losito
Molly Victoria Lucia

Deshonae Heavenly  
	 Monea Luster
Giuliana R. Madonia*
Lukas K. Manolis
Gregory R. Marinello
Elizabeth M. Masiello
Olivia L. McHenry*
Kaylynn Mena
Nina L. Mendieta
Alexa J. Mickler
Ashley E. Milano*
Christina Y. Molina
Melissa Molina-Jaimez
Blaise Michael Monaco Uriarte*
Jennifer Monnar*
Benjamin C. Moody***
Nailah Jendayi Morris
Joao Moura*
Cole M. Najjar*
James V. Neebling
Brooke N. Olefson**
Sebastian F. Ornes**
Lilian Pakzad
Vinicius Paranhos-Drumond**
Alexandru Parus*
Samantha Peck
Brandon M. Pekale
Juan Gregorio Perez
Julissa Marie Perez*
Paola C. Perez*
James H. Poe
Sarahy Poncela***
Andra Ana Maria Pop
Bert Adam Posess*
Aubrey Propst*
Alex Fabian Quintero*
Victoria I. Raimondi*
Isabella L. Randazzo
Sarah Yasmine Rauf
Maria Teresa Reyes

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Kevin Riquelme**
Nicoletta N. Roditti*
Andrew J. Rodriguez
Dominic Anthony Rodriguez**
Annabelle E. Rosa ††
Illansy Ruiz
Xavier W. Russell
David W. Russo
Marlly T. Saavedra
Christina M. Salsberry*
Julia Sanchez Parraga
Wavey G. Santana
Angelina Santoro
Skyler Schwartzreich*
Kyle C. Secue*
Santiago Severo
Cristian Shaver Dominguez
Ethan C. Shea*
Tooba Siddiqui
Mya Simms*
Menachem M. Smetana*
Kaela Ashton Stephano***
Jonathan A. Strauss**
Margot S. Swordy*
Alexander Taboas*
Yessenia Tirado-Stoll
Makaida J. Todd*
Gabriel Giancarlo Tozo
Ayeh A. Trish**
Logan M. Uricola
Carolina Angelica Valdes
Alejandro Vasconez
Isabela Vasquez
Lyubov Vayner
Laura Velez*
Fo M. Vo
Michael A. Werner
Ashleigh P. Wilson*
Molly Lindsay Wolman***
Rebekah K. Wriston
Sharon Yuz**
Lilia Zribi

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Education Law
Sacha Thomas Challenger
Amanda Michelle Hall
Avery Grace Ingle***
Nery Ivette Jaime Gonzalez
Taylor Marie O’Brien**
Aiyanna Pontes
Suleira M. Quinones Fontanez
Nathalee Reyes
Melady Roque
Maritza Nicole Silveira
Rhonda M. Townsend-Abraham
Employment Law 
LaTonia DeTrina Butts
Nadia F. Hurst
Wanda Denise Williams**
Health Law 
Afsheen Alkhairy
Francesca Desvarieux

Maya Faraj

Law and Policy 
Carl Paul Barvensky
Dominique Bolden
Karl K. Emmel
Fabiola Ilus
Kayla K. Kidd***
Jessica Crowel Stokes***
Ashley Desevee Walker
Michelle Weal
Latisha S. Williams

*Cum Laude 
**Magna Cum Laude 
***Summa Cum Laude 
†† Member of the Pan Student 
Government Association (Pan SGA)
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2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE 
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Processional: 
Entry of the Guests, from Tannhäuser, by Richard Wagner 
Pomp and Circumstance No. 1 by Edward Elgar

Presiding Officer........................................................................................................... �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

Presentation of the Colors......................................................................................... Nova Southeastern University ARMY ROTC

The Star-Spangled Banner.......................................................................................... �William J. Adams, D.M.A., Vocalist, Professor, 
Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the  
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshals.............................................................................................................. �Genevieve Hale, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCCP, CPh,  
Associate Professor, Barry and Judy Silverman  
College of Pharmacy 
Alexandra Espejo, O.D., FAAO, Associate Professor,  
College of Optometry

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, Chief Academic Officer, and  
Interim Senior Vice President for Research

Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy................................................ Michelle A. Clark, Ph.D., Dean

College of Dental Medicine........................................................................................ Steven I. Kaltman, D.M.D., M.D., FACS, Dean

College of Optometry.................................................................................................. Linda Rouse, O.D., M.B.A., FAAO, Dean 

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Scott E. Parazynski, M.D., Astronaut, Physician,  
and Explorer at the Frontiers of Innovation

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Presentation of Oaths.................................................................................................. Wording is in the back of the program

Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy....................................... �Michel Rizo, Pharm.D., Chief Executive Officer, PharmCare  
Services, Chairman, Barry and Judy Silverman College of  
Pharmacy Advisory Board

College of Dental Medicine............................................................................... �Michelle Madera, D.M.D., Assistant Director and  
Assistant Professor

College of Optometry......................................................................................... Nathan Etten, O.D., President, Florida Optomeric Association

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshals 
Genevieve Hale, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCCP, CPh 
Alexandra Espejo, O.D., FAAO

Recessional: 
Triumphal March, from Aida, by Giuseppe Verdi

ORDER OF EXERCISES

May 8, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.

Graduate Degrees from the  
Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy
College of Dental Medicine
College of Optometry

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION



10

2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

BARRY AND JUDY 
SILVERMAN COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Arnavaz Akhzarmehr
Haifa Sameer 
	 A. Alharbi
Saja Motlaq 
	 T. Alhazmi
Bandar Muteb 
	 H. Almalki
Mamdouh Salman 
	 A. Alshehri
Fatimah Hassan 
	 M. Alssamani
Erma Jacob Gill
Farah Naz
Marc A. Perez-Espinosa
Renae Latoya Wilson
Stephen E. Zimberg

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 
Merin Mary Abraham**
Reem Abusubhi
Adriana Cristina 
	 Alejandro Bou
Ayah A. Ali
Solanch Enid 
	 Alicea Calderon**
Yuliza Almeida Hernandez
Daniel Alejandro 
	 Alvarado Nazario*

Viviana Alvarez Feliciano
Javier Rafael Andino Deliz*
Catherine Hope Andrews*
Isabella Victoria Anzalotta
Esther Marie Aponte Boria
Zoar Arroyo Garcia
Jamarah Aurelus
Jose Manuel Ayala Nevarez
Michelle Christine Bachert
Teresa Marlene 
	 Baggio Lopez**
Gabriel Alejandro 
	 Becerra-Figueroa
Nicole Marie Bermudez Rivera**
Steven Betancourt Ortiz
David Boshra
Juan Gabriel 
	 Bruno Navarro
Cheyenne L. Buchan
Alejandro M. Caceres Agront**
Daylen Camacho Torres*
Erika Marie Cardona Rivera*
Alejandro Jose Caro*
Sarahi Carrera*
Audrey Michelle Castellanos**
Waila Enith Castro Rosado
Admie Chevelon
Arlés Jomar Cintrón Berríos*
Julivette Cintron Vazquez
Terranika H.M. Clarke
Keishla Delis Colon*
Jean Michael 
	 Colon Colon*
Juan Luis Concepcion, Jr.
Laura Cortes Pinzon
Jean Carlos 
	 Cortés-Rivera*
Grecia Cotto Gonzalez
Stephania Cruz Aponte**
Fabian J. Cruz Melendez*

Jomarie Cruz Ocasio*
Stephen Dambra II
Vivian C. Dang** †
Ana Patricia De Jesus*
Andrea Isabel De Jesus Navia*
Giselle Del Calvo
Tova J. Delnick
Ashley Tamara Descollines
Melissa Diaz
Ryan Christopher Duprey 
Melendez*
Angejolik Duverne
Pedro Luis Enchautegui Colon
Mitra Esfahani Zadeh**
Garrett Leland Evins**
Meagan Fallat**
Sabrina Aisha Farooqi
Abran Fernandez*
Joany Marie Ferrer
Xionalys Nicole Flores Torres
Abel Frias
Kiara A. Galarza
Vanessa J. Garcia-Penate**
Jose Oneil Gomez-Torres*
Enrique J. Gonzalez
Mariam de la Caridad Gonzalez
Steven Felix Gonzalez
Surya Gonzalez
Marielis Gonzalez Gonzalez
Maria Teresa Gonzalez Rodriguez
Jordan A. Gordon**
Rosmery Govea**
Carolina Thais Gutierrez-Pacheco*
Aseel Saed Hamayel
Kenneth Hartu Rodriguez**
Lena Hernandez*
Jose Daniel Hernandez Budet
Jan M. Hernandez Velazquez*
Mohammad Tahseen Islam
Shemey James**

Modeline Jeune
Hashim Johar
Kayla E. Johnston**
Brandon Nicholas Kitchens
Milton Opoku Kodom**
Angelica Maria Laza
Dana Iris Ledesma Berrios
Michael Leon
Adriana Patricia Loperena
Patricia Lopez Matos**
Andrea Estefania Lopez Padilla**
Anthony Felipe Lopez-Barreda
Adriana Lorenzo Melendez
Yashira Marie Lugo Martinez
Kamela Lybeshari**
Bre-Anna W. Lyn
Angelica Cristina Madera Gines**
Valeria Alexandra Maldonado 
Osorio**
Dayrimar Marchena Santiago
Ynaira M. Marrero Torres
Alyssa Martinez
Edwin David Martinez**
Isabella A. Martinez*
Adolfo Francisco Marty Camacho
Andrea Paola Matos
Jose J. Matos*
Jan Sebastian Matos Lorenzo
Mirelys Ninoyshka Maysonet Colón**
Misael Joel Melendez Marquez
Kiara Marie Meléndez Ortiz*
William Mendoza
Paola Angelí Mendoza Soto*
Cristina Miguel*
Amelia Jean Miner
Joshua Alexander Monroig
Ana Moreno*
Nataly Andrea Nicolai Pagan**
Zoar Noemi Ocasio Rivera*
Valentina Okhovat**

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Karla Rossana Orengo Gonzalez**
Hector Gabriel Ortiz*
Gabriella Padilla
Nicole Palatnikov
Lilliam Parajon Gonzalez**
Jahnavi Patel
Pinakinkumar Ghanshy Ambhai 
Patel
Larique Leroy Patterson
Ingrid Sarahi Paz
Fabianna Pellicier-Rodriguez*
Cinthia Perdomo
Angeline J. Perez*
Vianca D. Perez
Elizabeth Perrin**
Hoai-Quoc Van Pham*
Timothy Pham
Matthew H. Pressman
Patricia Prinz
Ashley L. Pryor**
Eduardo Omash 
	 Ramirez Andujar
Thalia Ramos Gigato
Carlos Manuel Ramos Rivera
Julissa Krystal Recci Ocasio*
Yahel Rivera Cruz
Joshua Oscar Rivera Rivera*
Coral Junioly Rivera-Rodriguez*
Chabelli Rivero**
Nicholas Rivero*
Gloria Marbely Rodriguez**
Saulet Alexis Rodriguez*
Jessica Rodriguez Barroso**
Melanie Rodriguez Cruz
Gretchelle Rodriguez Garcia
Marie Angeline 
	 Rodriguez Marrero*
Jose Luis Rodriguez Rodriguez*
Darian Román*
Estheisy Violeta Román Pagán**
Kristen M. Romero*
Marelys Maylee Saez Cabrera*
Quincy C. Salamanca Morales*
Yazeed Saleh
Desiree Sanchez**
Cinthya Sanchez Hidalgo
Alejandro Sanchez Reyes**
Keren Lyn Sanchez Rodriguez
Ruth Obelys Sanjurjo**
Solymar Santiago Bonilla**
Ricardo Aleksey 
	 Santiago Ruberte
Vineetaa Priya 
	 Seecharan-Mohammed
Agnes Simons Ventura**
Shamar Sinclair
Demaya Akada Smith
Delmarie Solorzano Vázquez**
Diego Francisco Soto Nieves
Carla Andrea 
	 Suarez Maldonado**
Darcy Tocci*
Rosnery Torano
Yailyn Torres Figueroa**
Monica Torres Gonzalez**
Paola Torres-Carrero*

Nichole Juliana 
	 Valentin Velez**
Oscar Alejandro 
	 Vazquez Marrero
Kiara Vazquez Octtaviani
Genesis Velazquez
Naomi M. Velazquez
Jania Maisha Velez Rosado
Samuel Verneus
Kaitlyn J. Villar
Jennifer Nicole Villegas-Gómez*
Joulin Waked**
Kimberly K. Walters
Skye Morgan Waterman*
Kayla Simone Yarbrough
Tina Zeimaran

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Pharmaceutical Affairs 
Maya Aranha
Fabiola Larissa Cintron Reyes
Eduardo Cortes
Giovanni Figueroa
Rose Francois
Brandon Aaron Frank
Nicholas Glatman
Xiger Estefania 
	 Gonzalez Garcia
Jose Raul Gonzalez Rivera
Israa Khaleel
Shane Mardy
Jomar Marquez Serrano
Pedro Martinez Ruiz
Andres Meletiche
Wilfredo Miranda Cruz
Eddie G. Montalvo
Joyce Portalatin Roche
Shekinah Pratt
Alondra Rodriguez
Megan Rodriguez Natali
Laisha Sierra Padilla
Ramon Valentin
Jorge L. Velez Morales, Jr.
Shakira Zayas De Jesus

Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Anali Aliakbari
Rawan Ayash M. Alkhamisi
Muath Abdulrahman 
	 A. Almeaikl
Ali Mohammed A. Alqasem
Jade-Elizabeth Smith

COLLEGE OF  
DENTAL MEDICINE

DOCTOR OF DENTAL 
MEDICINE
Hasan Ibrahim Abul-khair
Behnaz Afrozrad

Jankiben Dineshbhai Akabari**
Yeniffer Albernas Soto
Lina M. Al-Tayeb
Jinal Vijaykumar Amin
Michael John Andrews
Phyu Sandar Aung
Cade Mason Awbrey
John Anthony Azzaro
Amine Barquet Llibre
Mahsa Bahrampour Bazooband
Pirtpal Singh Benipal
Morgan Elizabeth Bennett
Vanessa M. Blanco ††
Laura Esther Bohbot
Troy Aatiq Bradley
Michelle Elizabeth Burns
Gianna Calabrese
Adriana Carolina 
	 Carrion Marquez
Brandon Tyler Cartran
Chelsey S. Chacko
Kujal U. Chauhan
Anthony Choueifati
William Yan-Tak Chu
Joseph Robert Colletti**
Donovan Crawford
Juliette Suzanne Defant
Dharti Dipakkumar Desai
Shailja Desai
Shreeya Desai
Reece Nicholas Digiovanna
Fan Ding
Zoe Docouto
Fadi El-Akawi
Bassant Estfanous
Rebecca Fanfan
Negeen Tara Fathi
Angelica Cansino Fernando
Kyle Jason Filicetti
Connor T. Fitzgerald
Katherine Elizabeth Frid
Christopher Emad Girgis
Mera Girgiss
Jenna Goh
Ana B. Gonzalez
Daniela M. Gonzalez
Fernando Gonzalez
Thalia Gonzalez
Luisana Maria 
	 Gonzalez Barberii
Scott R. Gorecke
Haley A. Halliday
Jad Tarek Hamade
Nadia Hatami Fardy
Celine Hernandez*
Adam M. Hishmeh
Kara Elizabeth Holzerland
Madison Elizabeth Hook
Nina Renee Houri
Julisa Jackson
Jyotika Jain
Isha Kantbhai Jogani
Christil Jones
Marie-Helene Julien
Jared Scott Kaler
Oshin Kapoor Markan
Rajani Karki

Zoia Kaya
Amir Mohamed Kazzoun
Beshoy Khella
Bryce Alexander Kimball*
Ulyana Kolobkova
Omar Lababidi*
Thomas Francois 
	 Maurice Labarias
Saola R. Lara
Andreina Nathaly 
	 Lara Mendoza
Jacqueline Le
Vanessa Ledesma Rojas
Jenny Liang
Jorge Luis Lima
Ksenia Liss
Margaret Loze Khale
Alexandra Jade Lueck
Ivan A. Majugariten
Laura Elena Mendez
Manuel Alejandro Miguel**
Caridad Teresa 
	 Mijares Rodriguez
Yoelin Mohip
Yeny Monzon
Kiara-Lee Jaden Moses
Noah John Nalewaja
Maria Isabel De La 
	 Coromoto Orta Rumbos
Golzar Pahlevani
Blake Ware Painter*
Geraldine De Los 
	 Angeles Palacios Carreno*
Victoria C. Parente
Carmen Pascual Valero
Disha D. Patel
Manav P. Patel
Nikita Harshadkumar Patel
Niraliben Zaverbhai Patel
Sheya K. Patel
Tamannaben Kadam Patel
Yash Pankajkumar Patel
Aneesh Paulson
Carlos J. Pena
Thu Anh Pham
Nicholas Pustam
Michelle Quesada Enriquez
Noor Robbana
Cassidy Lynn Robinson
Madelyn Marie Robinson
Christine Rodriguez
Christian Rodríguez
Marisol Rodriguez Rigau
Grant Richard Rosenbaum
Andrew Ruggiero
Juliette Ruiz
Jessica Pearl Schlaen
Priscila Sevil
Ellen Shabo
Hersh Nikhil Shah
Ameer Yahya Farid Shouekani
Samuel Davis Shrewsbury
Trisha Pratix Shroff
Hardi Hiteshkumar Shukla
Sarah Shulman
Matthew Orencio Silva*
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2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE 

Ashley Cheyenne Smith*
Nadia Ivettliz Smith
Urvashi Bhimjibhai Sodvadia
Irene Gabriella Stepensky*
Evelyn Susko
Sanketkumar Jayantibhai 
	 Suvagiya*
Hiba A. Syed
Rinky Sagar Tanna
Hannah Nicole Taylor
William Cody Thornton
Dan Topiol
Diana C. Torres
Juliana Rose Tragakis
Wilner Santiago Triana
Nitisha Reddy Utkoori
Krystina Maria Vafiadis
Orion Wolf Valentin
Melissa Regla Valladares
Mairin Valladares Caride
Raquel Villar Machado
Alicia Walker
Nicolai Sade Ward
Kathleen Elissa Wirth
Noel Margaret Yacoub*
Blake Christopher Yarris
Mariam Hanna Youssef
George James Zach
Carolina Zuleta

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Dentistry
Abdullah Alomair
Austin Taro Chikamoto
Alessandra Forlano Valdivieso
Jacques Christopher Jaar
Kim-Sa Kelly
Diana Yeijin Kim
Julia L. Kohler
Jung Min Kwon
Christopher James Mariani
Jose Andres Parra
Komal Virk

POSTDOCTORAL  
CERTIFICATE

Orthodontics and  
Dentofacial Orthopedics
Kim-Sa Kelly
Diana Yeijin Kim
Julia L. Kohler
Christopher James Mariani
Komal Virk

Periodontics
Jacques Christopher Jaar

COLLEGE OF 
OPTOMETRY

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY
Sandra Medhat Abdelmalek
Michael Antonio Absi
Emily Elizabeth Ashe*
Bradley Bahls*
Bryan Barahona
Ashley Nicole Beaubouef
Jonathan Carmen Behe
Adriana C. Benitez**
Adam Vidur Benjamin
Elmire Bien-Aime
Timothy Alex Bolch**
Mary Shannon Boyle**
Bushra Butul
Brandon S. Camelo
Thomas Carrie, Jr.
Michelle A. Castro
Jonathan Austin Chao*
Reggie Cires**
Sarah Cooper*
Breana Marie Cordeiro*
Nathan Randy Cornwall*
Alyssa Marie Cowlin**
Jennifer A. Cox
Jessica Daniels
Gagan Dhamrait
Omar Diaz Arencibia
Dominic DiMascia
Lilia Ngoc Dinh
Claudia Natalia Espinal
John Jason Eugenides
Lucas Galassi*
Jaccar Garcia
Meccade Allen Garneau
Anusha Ghaffar
William Chase Gordon
Skyler Truman Gragg*
Simran Kaur Grewal
Jessica Ann Gulaskey
Saher Haq
Britney Hartwig**
Juliet Hassan**
Richard Chao Herr
Andrew Hess
Alexandra Alyssa Hildenbrand
Ryan Hill**
Diane Crystal Hoang
Nicholas Allen Hobson
Jon Patrick Holleman
Caitlin M. Horan
Eugene Huang
Emma Kate Huerter
Adrian D. Hughes
Fahima Islam
Alex Michael Johnson
Alyssa Seline Johnson
Kody Johnson*
Makayla Jones
Sweeny Julmisse Joseph
Joshua Alan Kessler
Kollin Klingenberg**
Elise Krupoff

Adina Melinda Marc*
Gleisys Maria Marrero*
Jena F Nassar
Rebekah Christina Newcomb**
Kleada Novak
Jason Mark Nunez*
Evelyn Orbegoso
Mariana Orrego
Amanda Paez
Maira Pano
Meek Harshvadan Patel**
Rechalkumari Patel
Alexis Gabrielle Patience**
Alicia Beatriz Pedrera
Nico Carla Perez
Amanda Magalys 
	 Perez Viamonte
Hashim Pervaiz
Ben Q. Pham
Victoria Phan
Rochelle Mary Philip**
Tara Phu
Nicholas William Pickard
Alexander Huang Quach
Aamir Tallha Razzaq
Ana Barbara Reyes Bouza*
Audley Ridley, Jr.
Chelsea Riggs
Ashley Marie Rodriguez
David Santiago Sanchez
Somer Anne Schaeffer
Austin James Scheetz*
Jonathan J. Schuster
Stephanie Lynn Sexton
Katherine Lynette Shahin
Michael M. Sierra*
Russell Soffer
Jessica M. Soto*
Liraz Stilman*
Amelia Sukul
Muhan Sun
Indira Tavarez
Anna Nhi Trinh*
Myguan Jennifer Trinh
Ainsley Verkaik*
Kevin Wang
Wrenn Elizabeth Wicks**
Ka Zoua Xiong
Alan Yee
Elizabeth De La Caridad Yera*
Grace Elizabeth Yustin

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors
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Processional: 
Entry of the Guests, from Tannhäuser, by Richard Wagner 
Pomp and Circumstance No. 1 by Edward Elgar

Presiding Officer........................................................................................................... �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

Presentation of the Colors......................................................................................... Nova Southeastern University ARMY ROTC

The Star-Spangled Banner.......................................................................................... �William J. Adams, D.M.A., Vocalist, Professor, 
Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the  
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center

Convening the Commencement

�Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ �Greg Simco, Ph.D., Associate Dean, Chair, and Professor,  
College of Computing, A.I., and Cybersecurity

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, Chief Academic Officer, and  
Interim Senior Vice President for Research

College of Computing, AI, and Cybersecurity..................................................... �Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D., Dean, Senior Vice President for  
Academic Affairs, and Associate Provost

College of Psychology................................................................................................. �Karen Grosby, Ed.D., Dean

H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Interim Dean

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Alan Peterson, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist,  
Research Leader, and Advocate for Behavioral Health

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal 
Greg Simco, Ph.D.

Recessional: 
Triumphal March, from Aida, by Giuseppe Verdi

ORDER OF EXERCISES

May 8, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

Graduate Degrees from the  
College of Computing, AI, and Cybersecurity
College of Psychology
H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE 

CANDIDATES

COLLEGE OF 
COMPUTING, AI, AND 
CYBERSECURITY

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Computer Science
Alexander Gribtsov
Lionel E Standridge

Cybersecurity Management
Blake Vinton Ailes
Ernest Apamoh Nnoko
Ousmane Barry
Sallieu Kanu
Andy Miguel Santana
Eric Brandon Webb
Dariusz Witko

Information Assurance
Christopher P. Collins

Information Systems
Roseanne A Alhindi

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Computer Science
Anila Aitha
Lakshmi Bhavana Aka ††
Wendy Aleman Martinez
Durna Aliyeva
Nathan Allen
Niraj Manojbhai Bambharoliya

Harshavardhan Banasandra 
	 Rangegowda
Vishwa Theja Bhagvat
Weston Elsmore
Elizabeth Concetta Fassler
Mitali Kailas Jadhav
John Jayme
Zachery Jones
Mahivar Kakkera
Rajasekhar Kanaparthi
Sheldon Lewis
Dongyang Li
Malik Caven Owen Morgan
Natalia Olson 
Rhadney Onia
Fernando Oviedo
Joseph Regan
Danylo Sashchuk
Daisy Sharma
Aditya Sundar
Siraj Syed
Deepak Velu

Cybersecurity Management
Ademola Daniel Aderibigbe
Samantha Christine Baaden
Jacob Barrella
Elizabeth Ann Barth-Thacker
Kenene Bartlett
Mauricio Bisogno Loutphi
Steven Thomas Challacombe
Tarun Margam
David Wayne Murphy
Luke Nabozny
Donovan Adrian Rennis
Whitney Rush
Chastity Renee Scott
Gabriel Soto
Bryan J Thompson
Andrew Michael Vasquez

Data Analytics
David Azoulay
Eliette M Barrios
Leslie Anne Jarvis
Sharanya Jerukoni
Lindsey Deborah Luzincourt
Thalis Passos Pires
Jeffrey Scott Self
Mattia Vezzoni
Uday Kiran Yarala

Data Analytics and AI
Angel C Adams
Geraldine Alcindor
Jennifer Allen
Walid Amar
Ariel Alejandro Armendaris
Erik Daniel Baquero
Victor Bardales
Hendra Bei
Rousse Verline Bidon
Arianna Maria Daniels
Kiernan Dougherty
Vitor Yuki Dourado Horita
Rejeanne Daphne Estelhomme
Nina Flores
Gabriel Leonardo 
	 Francisco Pascual
Hunter Michael Goggins
Daniel Ricardo Gonzalez Duran
Jasmine Jackson
Sigourney Jamella Kelly
Steven Miguel Lora
Stephanie Michelle Metcalf
Samantha R Nordgren
Bhakti Patel
Dalton Kemper Payne
Venkata Sai Manas Peethala
Maya B Rodriguez
Dheeraj Sura

Leondra Edwards Thomas
Ajariah Grace Thompson

Information Assurance/
Cybersecurity
Laura Isabel Belgodere Pagan
Jose Francisco 
	 Padilla Carrasquillo
Jarod Alexander Thompson

Information Systems
Ayaanah Abel
Yazeed Abdulwahed I Aljukhaydib
Steven James Beatty
Amit Ben Ishay
Audra K. S. Betty
Charlene Tanica Campbell
Christian Camari Escarment
Raymond C Freeman
Anushka Gupta
Erikka Shanice Hargrett
Tomas Francisco Heredia Zuluaga
Desyree Hernandez
Daniel Hsu
Dawna Mariya Jaison
Jermaine Nicholas Jenkins
Priya Kommineni
Luis Felipe Marin Vera
Karen Celina Merilien
Feguens Mileon
Brittany Parchment
Rima Natver Patel
Deepika Paudel
Sai Vikyath Perumalla
Yadira Rivera Isaac
Tori Slater
Freddy Suarez
Saikumar Tejavath
Nikhila Thotakuri

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Logan Santiago Vanderlem
Sai Prathap Reddy Vennapusa
Johan Malik Westcarr-Wilson 

Information Technology
Sai Chandra Kiran Allaka
Jarryd Liam Baxter
Pranavkumar Bhatt
Kimberly Maria Cambareri
Korryn Clint
Brandon Joseph Cruz
Aser De Emmanuel Jeune
Yoga Bhavagna Jonnala
Samarys Nunez
Gretter Rey
Kristie-Ann La’Vai Taylor
Kevin Varghese
Avinash Vunnam
Mark-Anthony Wright

Technology Management
Patricia Beliard-Carver
LeAnne R Brown
Dylan Heederik

COLLEGE OF 
PSYCHOLOGY

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Clinical Psychology
Mohammed Buti 
	 Mohammed Aqaif Alshamsi
Kelly Marie Cassidy
Zachary Cohen
Jillian Louise Crocker
Brooke Ashley Greenberg
Madeline Elise Jubran
Alyssa M Payne
Madison Brielle Roopchand
Stevie Jade Schapiro
Claire Felicia Stafford
Kayla Imani Thompson

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

Clinical Psychology
Ayesha Ahmad
Nicholas Albino
Giovanna Machado Alves
Megan Elaine Arnold
Anais Assi
Kyra Atkinson
Yashvi Gupta Aware
Alexandra Lee Baker
Blake Alyssa Barrientos
Tionna Ne’Cole Boddie
Regina Bothwell
Danny Bui
Molly Caitlin Byrnes
Lisa Carter

Santina Cavagnaro
Topaz Cohen
Shayna A Danziger
Brianna Domaceti
Luca Elson
Savacia DeChe Farmer
Jessica Feinstein
Serafine Rose Fernandez
Melissa Ferrer
Justice L Forman-Dolan
Gina Angelina Gagliardi
Amanda Garcia Orshan
Emma Gerecke
Autumn Lynn Gold
Joshua Harris Gottlieb
Kelly Jade Griffin
Alexandra Haves
Meredith Elizabeth Heitland
Jillian Hersman
Thomas Clarke Ingram
Alexis L Israel
Kara Ann Jackson 
Gabriela Delois 
	 Smithey Johnson
Josephine Marie Johnson
Libby Mae Kain
Abigail Rose King
Jenna Marie Kirby
Christopher Koch
Gabrielle Griffith Krawiec
Bethany Renee Laesch
Shelby Loeb
Clayton Jacob Magenheimer
Hope Alisa Marceaux
Nadia S Mazinani
Alexandra Rae Meredith
Jake Metsky
Jacqueline M Moran
Casey Morocho
Emily Paige Murphy
Tarah Mysorewala
Grace Joyliz Natoli
Etiane Navarro
Amanda Nephew
Jenna Rose Newmark
Sally Ok
Abigail Elizabeth Owney
Emily Parker
Jose Manuel Parlade
Alexandra Sophia Perez
Emily Powell
Laurel Purcel
Hannah Quimby
Nisa Alexa Raso
Karlie Hope Rich
Adrian Alexander Rodriguez
Carla Elena Rodriguez
Alexis Paige Rosen
Simion Sena
Yair Shavrick
Kayley Margaret Slicer
Kedene Kadiana Smith
Daniel Solti
Samuel Soria
Simona Emilia Stoian

Cody Andrew Wager
Isabella Cristina Wagner
Olivia Wallman
Delta Jane Watson
Camila Valentina Wever
Kayleigh White
Jeah Olani Williams
Kiara Laura-Lynn Williams
Jorgia Dawn Wilson

School Psychology
Diana Cristina Alvarado
Asia Camille
Shakira Edwards
Chelsea Marie Gonzalez
Melissa Meagan Grobler
Kethaki Karunathilake
Hannah Lehman
Kiley A Liss
Lamiya Maguire-Khan
Anya Leigh Renee Moyston
Bilsy Elizabeth Thomas
Alexandra Grace Trausch
Tiffany Alexis Wright

SPECIALIST IN SCHOOL 
PSYCHOLOGY
Aleena Butt
Lauren Ko
Blake A Lind
Daphney Pierre
Kiara Roberts
Allison Lorraine Rommel
Sasha Vestrich
Andjela Vulovic
Jaclyn Ragan Wroe

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Counseling
Nataly Acevedo
Mariana Acurio
Kayleigh Francesca Addari
Mae Mafiles Agcaoili
Valeria Alcantara Fustes
Luis Andres Alcocer
Taleha Allen
Sutanya Allen-Nix
Alainys Almeida
Noor Amber Al-Suffi
Irene Cristina 
	 Alvarez Figueiredo
Jasmin Andrews
Christian Arbogast
Nicholas Solomon Avella
Nicole Ayala
Amal Aziz
Aurora Bacallao
Isabella Bavaro
McKenzie Preston Benz
Cynthia P Besman
Alexis Binnie
Lauren Bissette
Alyssa Bonnee

Bryona Bonomo
Giulia A Boreggio
Daniella Alessandra Bouzon
Curtis Robert Bowen
Antonella Daniela Boza
Ashley Brandwein
Patrick Braud
Laura E Bretel Saavedra
Kayla Brown
Kiera Jo Brown
Kristeena V Brown
Andrea Brush
Tenecia Burley
Deborah Camilo
Denise Campbell
Alejandra Campos
Tatiana Merci Capote
Keisha M Carlton
Soraija Carter Ross
Yeika Escarlen Castillo
Alondra S Castro
Estefania Catano
Divya Pradipkumar Chauhan
Nicole Chavarria
Maritza Chehebar
Collette Cobham
Samantha Jaye Conner
Jonathan Contreras Carrillo
Caitlin Ashley Cooks
Danielle Jenee Na’Sonya Cooper
Allyson Belle Coraggio
Giovanna Marie Cossio
Jamie Coughlin
Cana R Cravens
Samantha Rivera Cruz
Sandra Cuenca
Caitlyn Q Cukras
Cassie Cunningham
Keira D’Alessio
Olga Davis
Shadonta Deal
Alexis Jenae Dejoie
Tatiana Desidera Slivnik Cozzo
Joyce Despres
Angela F Destine 
Laura Deulofeu
Deborah Lehman Di Capua
Sofia Marie Diaz
Stephanie Nicole Diaz
Zayda V Diaz
Cameryn Elizabeth Dieter
Brooke Dipippo
Caroline Lydia Dominguez
Madison Dreiss
Christy Jeanne Elder
Alyssa N Elia
Cheyene Emmons
Stephanie Epding
John William Erickson
Fernanda Nicole Estrada
Jessica Eustache
Nicla A Fabick
Betsabel Feddeler
Bryanna Jean Fergus
Luis Jose Fernandez
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Meagan H. Fernandez
Shannon A Fernandez
Samuel Hunter Fink
Diana Flor-salazar
David Scott Freo
Kaitlynn Frisbey
Valeria Cristina Gallegos
Karen Tammy Garsik
Miguel Gautier
Julia C Giblin
Jasmine Arelly Gil
Jill Marie Golaszewski
Alessandra J Gonzalez
Sarah Lynn Gonzalez
Sheterica D Gordon
Laquandre Donell Green
Michelle Karina Gutierrez
Randolph D Hall
Antwon Jamal Hallman
Re’al Love’ Hallman
Tangelneka Latrelle Hamilton
Zachary Bruce Hart
Diego A Hernandez
Dulce Maria Herrera
Lauren Nicole Hess
Hannah Hildebrand
Savannah Hollaman
Shalonda Holmes
Farices Alonda Holmes-Cuyler
Kayla Hracho
Nina I Hudson
Elliot Huebner
Isabel Anaid Hurtado
Samantha Jean Husar
Asif Islam
Emily Ann Jabas
Hallie Tracy Jean
Latoria Griffith Johnson
Faith Renee Jovene
Kassidy Kadosh
Levi Kaplan
Colby Kessler
Laura Jean King
Micaela Kraidelman
Josue Ali Lahens
Keon Lambert
Pia S Lasa
Taylor Marie Lauterbach
Nicole M Leal
Tisha M Lemus
Isabella Leone
Jesver Leonor
Kaye Lewis
Glemdys Licea
Melanie Liermo
Iara Lorenzo
Jimena Alejandra Lozada  
	 De La Pena
Maria Fernanda Marino
Katherine Enily Martinez
Crystal Daisy Martinez Arriola
Kianna Nicole Mastronardi
Michael Marshall McCarty
Natalia Mecon
Josann Medina

Barbara Menconi
Daniela Mendieta
Marianne Millan
Stephanie Mireles
Stephanie L Mishoe
Olivia M Moore
Ellena Mullins
Jennifer Noa
Victoria Neisy Nunez
Keila Solange Nunez Padilla
Nicole Oladunni
Ruth M Olavarria
Rachel O’Shields
Kelly Marie O’Sullivan
Chassidy Palma
Dasia Parker
Jake Passapera
Jaineil Patel
Shareema Pearson
Thais Guadalupe Perez
Kendra Lee Perry
Rainer Perry
Ashley Nicole Pfeiffer
Paula Phan
Carol Pickett
Kirstie Michnica Pierre-Louis
Camilla Vanessa Pons
Isabel Cristina Porto
Michael Andrew Raker
Claudia Ramos
Ginger Ramos
Erika Samantha 
	 Ramos Herrera
Sonel Rawlins
Dylan Michelle Reilly
Stephany Remis
Jael Esther Reyes
Katlyn R Richardson
Victoria Rios
Channel Rivas
Destiny Rodriguez
Emanuel Rodriguez
Ismael Rodriguez
Janiliz Rodriguez
Kayla Marie Rodriguez
Catalina Rodriguez Gomez
Valerie Rosales
Christian Ross
Vanessa Aparecida Rucky
Alexandra Christine Ruggiero
Alessia Salamina
Brittany Nicole Sampson
Carlos Sanchez
Alyssa Schwimer
Rebecca Scordino
Martha Sesin
Marleny S Shirley
Courtney Shorter
John Sierra
Adrianna Siniscalchi
Luke Shaddy Soliman
Kristina Someillan
Joshleyn Soto
Natalie Soto
Mary Kathryn Spencer

Elizabeth Starnes
Arianna Aaliyah Stone
Sienna Claire Stunda
Anabelle Sarai Suarez
Horacia Andrea Saint Theresa 
Summers
Aubrie Sutton
Amanda Lee Tanck
Joshua Adam Tauber
Joan E Taylor
Natalia Toomer
Ly Tran
Rebecca Ubertini
Maria D Valenzuela
Lila Vazquez
Mabel Vazquez
Shanelle Vickers
Aimee R Villar
Shakeithia M Wade
Laura Beth Wenger
Christina Williams
Olle Lee Williamsson
Julia Wooten Deitchman
Mijal Yanowsky Cohen 
Volha Yermalovich
Elizabeth Marie Yon
Jasmin Marie Young
Santiago Yzusqui Reategui

Experimental Psychology
Kaylee Elizabeth Hamblen
Alexis Ilene Lass
Lillian Grace Lowry
Nathan Anderson Mitchell
Jordan Shayne Railey
Selina Catherine Reil

Forensic Psychology
Carissa Elena Anchundia
Baylee L Armstrong
Roxanne Jane Auger-Thompson
Laura Vanessa Ayala
Dairell Belcher
Melanie De Jesus Bernardino
Aisha Catrina Best
Akua Black
Caitlyn Bradbury
Alexa Jane Bradley
Nathaniel Brodsky
Dani Brown
Shavonne Bryant
Emilee Danielle Butcher
LI Cabrera Perez
Amara Mercedes Carbone
Michelle Cardentey
Alexia Cardona
Isabel Carrillo
Alexis A Davis
Laura Douglas
Mckenzi F Dowling
Hayley M Earl
Airame Eloizin
Jaylene Figuera
Traniece Dominique Harris
Iliana Caridad Hernandez

Aisha Jarrett
Rivka Kaplan
Paige Caroline Knipfing
Sarah Jo Lind
Brianna Lopez
Madison McFall
Patricia Moss O’Keefe
Camryn A Olsen
Camila Porfilio
Dakota Powell
Kenyaly Quevedo
Lexanna A Radcliffe
Taylor A Reed
Ana Clara Rodrigues
Fabiana Angelica Rodriguez
Maryam R Satchmei
Ashley Nicole Segel
Alyssa Sharpe
Gwyneth Parke Smiley
Breanna Paige Snell
Mackenzie Nicole Spurbeck
Jocelin Isabel Toledo Rios
Prisca Tomasi
Alek C Tucker
Brandi Williams
Stephanie Young

General Psychology
Fredy Antonio Arrieta
Taylor R Bartels
Anthony Bates
Victoria Brvenik
Milena Cabrales
Julianne Castro
Rosena Charles
Zakeya Cowart
Esra M Dabbas
Jonathan Marc Davis
Aria V Di Leo
George Fabre
Toneka Lynne Finch
Kiaria KT Gould
Juannita Grant
Anaise Priscilla Guzman
Jon Hanson
Emily Rae Howell
Susan T Johns
Felecia Johnson
Begum Karaman
Marie Leopold
Gabriela Marsach
Sheyrale Moore
Isabella Mujica-Pereda
Elizabeth Quijano
Carolina A Rivero
Anna Monique Roldan
RaeAnnah Ruth Schnars
Danielle Simon
Marielena A Stanescu
Janay Washington
Kimberly White
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H. WAYNE HUIZENGA 
COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

DOCTOR OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Stuart Boucaud
Shaun Debona Gayle
Leslyn Nicole Miller
Shalima K Mohamed

MASTER OF ACCOUNTING

Accounting Analytics
Isaiah Anthony Cabral
Vanessa Corcho
Steevenson Jean
Meagan Lane
Robert C Minott
Daniel Eduardo Sanchez Castellar
Rachael Savinon
Sandip Steven Singh 

Managerial Accounting
Adriano Arico-Mcintosh
Luisa F Escalante

Public Accounting
Helen Abreu
Andrea Aguirre-Goncalves
Alana Akan
Lovely Brutus
Cristina Carol
Deborah Carracedo
Andre Dacius
Stefani T Duncan
Colleen Elizabeth Galloway
Grace Juliana Garcia Alamo
Brooke Goldstein
Anaisa Gonzalez
Iladys Gonzalez
Loaldi Guerra
Jose Manuel Hernandez Arrieche
Yola Kalyvas
Emonnie Lahai
Shawn R Lepley
Jordan L Maruskin
Angelica Mira
Catherine Carys Moya
Cristal Ocampo
Tram Minh Phan
Samantha Leigh Pollio
Ethan G Postman
Jaimie Reich
Olga Richman
Sarhea Rigby
Gelsy Santos
Robin Delores Schlecht
Netanel Shamayev
Soha Shatila

Tax
Leidy Alexandra Acosta
Dana Boyle
Ingrid Da Silva
Sebastian Enciso
Kevin Gabriel Kozba
Tesfaye Pierre Labissiere
Isabel Maria Santana
Edith Silva
Gabriela StGermain
Dannesha T Sullivan
Mario Torres
Gabriella Tiya E Ward
Chiquita Wilburn

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Business
Eman K Abdelhamid
Ibrahim Abukhiran
Nathalia Alzate
Dixie Arnold
Ricardo Bejerano
Lian Benedejcic
Hanna Bern
Kay Bernard
Steven Bhagwandat
Jose Blandon
Andrea Brown
Melanie Brydger
Anthony Oden Campo
Raivyn E Carter
Rafael Eduardo Centeno
Khalil Quantiez Chase
John Patrick Claudio
Madison Cloonan
Michaela Cloonan
Ziolezka Conde
Eric Cruz
Holly Catherine Davis
Zachary Mladen Djokic
Nicholas D’Onofrio
Kaitlyn Dutkin
Kyron Defreitas
Cheryl Eddy
Naveed Maxwell Farahvashi
Anthony Farha
Julia Snow Fasano
Christian Federici
Danielle Fernandez
Jonathan Diego Fernandez
Aland Fertil
Alexandra Forcier
Patricia Garcia
Melisa Gingold
William H Gordon
Bianca Marie Giusto
Kevin Gonzalez Esperon
Maja Josefina Henriksson
Brittney M Hernandez
Patrick Anthony Ibrahim
Jerry Miles Johnson

Shalonda Johnson- Funny
Alexandra Charlotte Kaiser
Ayesha A Khan
Ryann Knowles
Kajsa Emelia Lang
Declan Lemieux
Luna G Lopez
Michal Madej
Gil Joshua Makabenta
Isabel Amaris Martinez
Pablo Martinez-Reyes
Cristina Miguel
David Miranda
Erik Ernesto Monroy
Edward L Morgan
Lori Murchison
Rocio Marleny Orozco Cruz
Monica Pajuelo
Monique Angelica Petersen
Allison Phillips
Ryan Pinkerton
Nathaniel J Pizzuti
Christopher Prasad
Joshua A Puerta
Regine Rabel
Amanda Lyn Ramirez
Brandon Raude
Maria-Darlyn Bulala Romulo
Robert Daron Ross
Santo Saint Juste
Thomas R Sala
Nikita Sood
Spencer Sasson
Jodi-Ann K Scott
Debora Tesserova
Cindy Leah Tomlinson
Michael E Veizaga
Ashley A Vincent
John David Wagner
Michaela Danae Ware
Lauren Weinrich
Terry Alexander Worrell
Boris Adolfo Zarate Hernandez

Business Intelligence Analytic
Ohood Abdullah Z Alshehri
Guilherme Azevedo Giacon
Jair Enrique Ballesteros Delgado
ShaRonia Danene Burnett
Racquel Nikesha Federman
Abran Fernandez
George Franco
Sarah Ximena Garcia Lopez
Santiago Andres Gomez Parra
Megan Gray
Jeremy Green
Sarah Haseeb
Angie Liseth Ibanez Caballero
Khadine Labrouzi
Simon Antonio Happy Makriniotis 
Jurado Blanco
Maria Del Mar Mena Vallejo
Federico Navarro Arias
Allen Santhosh

Vishnu Vardhan Reddy Sude
Susmitha Vemuri
Wendy Viano
Wenling Wang
Sarah Winfield

Complex Health Systems
Chardé Taylor Cajuste
Savitri Sylvana Glinton
Cynthia M Hollingsworth
Marty L Hollingsworth
Mackarena Isabel Andrea Molina 
Ibacache

Entrepreneurship
Oral Ryon Fullerton
Ingrid Jeanty
Maliha Qazi

Finance
Natalia Bachanowicz
Marc Can Haim Benbanaste
Nicholas Camps
Allison Key Daniels
Sebastien Emmanuel
Leya Sarah Finkelstein
Andrew Gallinaro
Courtney Rebecca Gruendel
Theodor Hardenby Oehrwall
Priscila Kotrozini Janikian
Gi-Maris Vianca Mejia-Garcia
Nicole Alexandra Mendez
Yash D Patel
Alma S Rivera-Brizo
Norma Santiago-Laboy
Savannah Santos
Jacqueline Christine Stichter
Tracy Serene Vann
Jacqueline A Velloza

Health Systems Management
Amoy Allison
Gabrielle Bell
Akila V Chapa
Kelly M Grabowski
Justin Orlando Ortiz
Jaylynn Ketsia Pierre
Ashley Ross

Human Resource Management
Debian O Anderson
Hannah Brown
Yenta Capronna Dora
Denny R Hughes
Matthew Kean
Pharah K Saint Julien
Joseph Adrian Scott
Doris Helena Valmont

Management
Luciana Avila Carvajalino
Marina Ayala
Rayverlin Butler
Luz Helena Cubides Olarte
Nikolaj Demcenko
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Sharon M Duncan
Tyler Eberhart
Grace Jean Gardner
Shante Lawrence
Ernesto Martinez Duarte
Brittani J. Mays
Alicja Maria Romero-Novoa
Michael Patrick Walsh
Ariel Williams

Marketing
Sean Bencsik
Christopher Gradwohl
Jozef Macugoski
Niderlande Valcin
Danielle Camille White

Process Improvement
Caitlin Maria Wari Sose Eargood
Margarita Pochtovaya
Alex Royster
Gracie Madison Schmitz

Sport Revenue Generation
Jose Noe Diaz
Cynthia A Fonseca
Ann M Mantle
Oriana Daniela Mejias Astaphan

Supply Chain Management 
Operational Systems
Natalia Aurora Castaner
Carlos Alonso Chigne Valerga
Saruta Daenmaneerattana
Deybin Escorcia
Zyan Ferreira De Andrade
Jerferson Alejandro  
	 Franco Marulanda
Connor Michael Hlywa
Gianne Elise Ifill
Araf Mohammed

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMININISTRATION
Esthepany Agreda
Marcella Billie
Corey Joshua Buster
Colleen Avina Orienta Collins
Susan DiLaura
Roberto Gonzalez
Emily Hernandez
Meghan Katheleen Hoffman
Marcelo Lauzurique
Amaris Ruth-ann Miller
Jalin Rashard Morris
Yamel A Vasquez
Elizabeth Warner

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Business Agility and Innovation
Edson Cazeau
Isabella Ciancaglini Ribera
Michael Deneus
Vanessa Stewart

Digital Marketing
Peyton S Dean
Cindy Gold

Finance and Sustainability
Victor Calvao Rangel
Jose Pomales Lopez

Human Resource Management
Ynande Ambroise
Chantel Arnold
Abigail Ann Black
Karol I Castellanos
Allyssa Alexandria Connor
Emma Couche
Diana Demitry
Sophia Drayton
Tia Monique Ellison
Kayla Foulk
Oriana Emilia Garcia
Telisa Gomillion
Zenell Gwin
Jazzman Mercedes Jackson
Kelly Jan
Berline Jean
Emmanuela Lormeus
Kimberly Martinez
Shequita Latrese Morris
Nancy Mulvey Piedrahita
Jessica Onega
Gabrielle Panetti
Katrina Yanes Ramos
Diomedis C Ramos Cruse
Jasmine D Riley
Raquel Griselda Rincon-Vassel
Konya Lakeesha Robinson
Monica R Sanchez  
	 Ocampo de Negrin
Melissa Hanbury Self
Jan Carla Vega
Neyerith Voss
Glorimar Walters
Crystal Williams
Destinee Williams

Philanthropy and  
Nonprofit Management
Elissa L Antilles 
John Maxwell Burns
Patricia Marie Herrera
Marguerite M Lynch
Felicia L Ogden
Mariano F Rodriguez

Professional Practice 
Management
Dharti Dipakkumar Desai
Isha Kantbhai Jogani
Deidre McCoy

Real Estate Development
Julia Bianca Aldridge
Robert Blodgett
Isabella Gomez
Eryka Gusztyn

Jessica Tran Nguyen
Michael Ofili
Freslaine N Saint Louis
Jorge Luis Sanchez
Daniel Jordan Siemens
Moshe Smolanoff
Brian Thomas Stafford
Robin S Tauber
Emily Anne Trieschmann

Sustainable Digital Marketing
Angel Renee Bradley
Humberto Castro
Donna Marie Manley
Vanessa Phillips

†† Member of the Pan Student 
Government Association  
(Pan SGA)
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MAY 5, 2026,  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

DANIEL COYLE is a leading voice on human 
potential whose work reveals how individuals 
and teams learn, grow, and flourish. A New 
York Times–bestselling author, he translates 
complex science into practical insights that 
shape leadership, culture, and performance 
across industries. For those entering 
healthcare or law, his work emphasizes that 
flourishing is not a luxury but a foundation for 
sound judgment, effective decision-making, 
and sustained success. 

Coyle’s influential books include “The Culture 
Code”; “The Talent Code”; “The Little Book 
of Talent”; “The Culture Playbook,” and, 
most recently, “Flourish: The Art of Building 
Meaning, Joy, and Fulfillment.” His books have 
been recognized by outlets such as Bloomberg 
and Business Insider and have been translated 
into numerous languages. Through his writing, 
he distills neuroscience, psychology, and 
case studies into clear, actionable principles 
that help individuals and organizations build 
stronger, more effective habits.

Drawing on research across a wide range 
of demanding environments—from elite 
athletes to complex situations that challenge 
military units, crisis response teams, and 
corporate executives—Coyle has identified 
the consistent role of connection, trust, and 
disciplined practice in driving success. His 
work highlights how everyday behaviors, 
such as deep listening, psychological safety, 
and accountability, can transform both 
professional performance and personal  
well-being.

Beyond the page, Coyle serves as an adviser 
to such organizations as Microsoft and  
Google, as well as leading schools, firms,  
and healthcare systems. His behind-the-
scenes view of what helps groups perform 
under pressure also helps leaders build 
cultures where teams can thrive and people 
can flourish.

MAY 8, 2026,  
MORNING CEREMONY

SCOTT PARAZYNSKI, M.D., is an explorer 
whose career spans the frontiers of space, 
medicine, and innovation. A physician, 
inventor, best-selling author, and former 
NASA astronaut, he has operated at the edge 
of human performance in some of the most 
demanding environments on Earth  
and beyond. 

During his 17-year NASA career, Parazynski 
flew five Space Shuttle missions and 
conducted seven spacewalks, including a 
high-risk repair of the International Space 
Station, performed on a solar array from a 
90-foot robotic boom and widely described as 
the “Apollo 13 moment” of the shuttle era. He 
also served as crewmate, personal physician, 
and research partner to Senator John Glenn 
on the STS-95 mission and led the first joint 
U.S.–Russian spacewalk. Trained at Stanford 
University and Stanford’s School of Medicine, 
he brings an interdisciplinary perspective to 
problem-solving through his background in 
emergency and aerospace medicine. In 2009, 
he became the first person to both walk in 
space and stand atop the world’s highest  
peak, Mount Everest, demonstrating  
resilience following an injury that halted his 
initial attempt.

After leaving NASA, Parazynski brought 
his experience into entrepreneurship and 
innovation, serving as a chief executive officer 
and advancing technologies in aerospace, 
healthcare, and surgical robotics. He was 
inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame 
in 2016 and released his autobiography, “The 
Sky Below,” in 2017. He continues to inspire 
future explorers through scientific expeditions 
to extreme environments—from high-altitude 
lakes in the Andes to active volcanoes in 
Central America—and expand access to STEM 
education, emphasizing resilience, teamwork, 
and ethical leadership.

MAY 8, 2026,  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

ALAN PETERSON, PH.D., is a scientist 
and clinician whose work has transformed 
understanding of trauma, resilience, and 
psychological health. An NSU alumnus and 
nationally recognized leader in psychological 
health, he has dedicated his career to 
improving care for individuals facing the 
effects of trauma.

Within days of 9/11, Peterson deployed with 
the U.S. Air Force, bringing his training as a 
clinical psychologist into war zones, where 
visible and invisible wounds of combat were 
unfolding. His philosophy grew from this 
experience, driving efforts to improve care 
for service members and veterans affected by 
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD)—which 
he emphasizes is not a lifelong inevitability. 
His research spans PTSD, traumatic brain 
injury, sleep disorders, chronic pain, and 
suicide prevention, particularly among military 
personnel, veterans, and first responders, with 
a focus on resilience, evidence-based care,  
and early intervention He has helped lead 
landmark clinical trials adapting gold standard 
therapies—such as prolonged exposure and 
cognitive behavioral treatments—to the unique 
needs of active duty personnel and veterans.

Peterson is the founding director of the 
STRONG STAR Consortium and a founding 
director of the Consortium to Alleviate PTSD, 
a collaborative network of more than 150 
investigators across over 50 institutions that 
has secured more than $250 million in funding. 

He serves as a professor at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio and holds the Aaron 
and Bobbie Elliott Krus Endowed Chair in 
Psychiatry. A board certified clinical health 
psychologist, prolific researcher and mentor, 
he continues to shape the next generation of 
trauma clinicians and scientists. 

DISTINGUISHED HONOREES

Commencement Speakers
GRADUATE
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MAY 13, 2026,  
MORNING CEREMONY

SYLVIA EARLE, PH.D., is one of the 
most influential ocean explorers of our 
time. A scientist, author, advocate, and 
National Geographic Explorer, she is often 
affectionately called “Her Deepness” for her 
record setting dives and for devoting her life 
to understanding and protecting the global 
resource that sustains our planet. After 
first falling in love with the ocean as a child 
exploring tidepools and seagrass beds along 
Florida’s Gulf Coast, she went on to study 
marine botany and use scuba to study ocean 
plants firsthand, repeatedly breaking barriers 
in science and exploration. 

She became the first woman to serve as 
chief scientist of the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
led more than 100 expeditions, and logged 
more than 7,000 hours underwater. She has 
also authored more than 200 publications 
and helped advance the technological and 
scientific capabilities of deep-ocean research.
 In 1970, she commanded the first all female 
team of “aquanauts” who lived for days 
underwater in the Tektite II habitat, and in 
1979 set a world record by walking solo on the 
seafloor at a depth of 1,250 feet in a JIM suit. 
She later cofounded Deep Ocean Engineering, 
which designed and built advanced 
submersibles.

In 2009, she founded Mission Blue to advance 
a global network of protected marine areas 
known as “Hope Spots,” working with 
communities, scientists, and governments to 
safeguard critical ecosystems. Through her 
research, advocacy, and mentorship, Earle 
continues to inspire action and a deeper sense 
of responsibility for the future of the planet. 

MAY 13, 2026,  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

ROWAN PARKS, M.D., FRCSED, FACS(HON), 
is a globally respected surgeon, educator, 
and healthcare leader whose influence spans 
clinical practice, academic medicine, and 
international leadership. As immediate past 
president of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh (RCSEd)—one of the world’s most 
respected medical institutions—he has helped 
shape surgical training and professional 
standards worldwide. He serves as a senior 
faculty member at the University of Edinburgh 
Medical School, bringing perspective on  
how leadership decisions translate into  
real-world impact. 

During his tenure as president of the Royal 
College, Parks guided the institution through 
post pandemic recovery and workforce 
challenges while advancing priorities in 
surgical education and innovation. He is a 
professor of surgical sciences and a consultant 
in hepato pancreato biliary (HPB) surgery. 
His academic work is aligned with his clinical 
practice, focusing on improving patient 
outcomes through operative technique and 
perioperative care. He has authored more than 
200 papers, contributed to book chapters, and 
edited multiple textbooks. 

Parks is committed to developing the 
next generation of surgical leaders 
through education, mentorship, and global 
collaboration. His work as RCSEd president 
focused on prioritizing and developing 
surgical training, partnering with international 
organizations and training programs, and 
opening an innovative surgical education 
research and innovation hub. In 2024, he 
inducted NSU President Harry K. Moon into 
the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 
His work with international organizations and 
training bodies across Asia and Africa reflects 
a belief that high quality care depends on 
strong teams, robust education, and a shared 
responsibility to patients.

MAY 14, 2026,  
MORNING AND  
AFTERNOON CEREMONIES

JEFFREY J. SELINGO, is a leading voice on the 
future of higher education, a New York Times 
bestselling author, and a longtime journalist. A 
former editor of The Chronicle of Higher Education 
and contributor to The Atlantic, the Washington Post, 
and the Wall Street Journal, he has spent more than 
25 years examining how colleges and universities 
prepare students for an evolving workforce. His work 
explores career readiness, innovation in education, 
and the changing expectations of employers and 
learners. His insights help institutions and individuals 
navigate change and encourage graduates to think 
critically, adapt, and define success on their  
own terms.

As an author, Selingo has translated his reporting 
into influential books that guide students, families, 
and educators through key transitions. In “College 
(Un)Bound” and “Who Gets In and Why,” he 
challenges traditional assumptions about higher 
education and highlights the growing importance 
of experience, adaptability, and lifelong learning. 
In “There Is Life After College,” he follows 
graduates into the job market, demonstrating that 
what students do in college—from internships to 
mentorship—often matters more than where they 
enroll. His most recent book, “Dream School,” offers 
a research-based roadmap for finding institutions 
where students can thrive. 

Selingo advises leaders across education and 
industry on how to prepare students for the 
future of work and compete for emerging talent. 
He encourages students to chart their own paths. 
He holds degrees from Ithaca College and Johns 
Hopkins University and serves on the boards of 
Ithaca College and the National Association of 
Independent Schools.
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ALLOPATHIC OATH

I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment, this 
covenant:

I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in 
whose steps I walk, and gladly share such knowledge as is mine 
with those who are to follow.

I will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures [that] 
are required, avoiding those twin traps of overtreatment 
and therapeutic nihilism. I will remember that there is art 
to medicine as well as science, and that warmth, sympathy, 
and understanding may outweigh the surgeon’s knife or the 
chemist’s drug. 

I will not be ashamed to say “I know not”, nor will I fail to call 
in my colleagues when the skills of another are needed for a 
patient’s recovery. I will respect the privacy of my patients, for 
their problems are not disclosed to me that the world may know. 
Most especially must I tread with care in matters of life and 
death. If it is given me to save a life, all thanks. But it may also 
be within my power to take a life; this awesome responsibility 
must be faced with great humbleness and awareness of my own 
frailty. Above all, I must not play at God.

I will remember that I do not treat a fever chart, a cancerous 
growth, but a sick human being, whose illness may affect 
the person’s family and economic stability. My responsibility 
includes these related problems, if I am to care adequately for 
the sick. 

I will prevent disease whenever I can, for prevention is 
preferable to cure. 

I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special 
obligations to all my fellow human beings, those sound of mind 
and body as well as the infirm. If I do not violate this oath, may 
I enjoy life and art, respected while I live and remembered with 
affection thereafter. May I always act so as to preserve the finest 
traditions of my calling and may I long experience the joy of 
healing those who seek my help.

OATHS

ANESTHESIA OATH

I hereby solemnly swear in the presence of all assembled today 
to carry out, to the best of my abilities, the following oath: 

I will strive to reduce the suffering of my patients at all times 
and never will I use my skills to knowingly cause injury or for 
any wrongdoing. 

I will treat all patients with equal energy and respect for their 
diversity while safeguarding their privacy and honoring their 
right of autonomy.

I will work to be an exemplary ambassador of the 
anesthesiologist assistant profession and will always work to 
strengthen its place in the healthcare team. 
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DENTAL MEDICINE OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about  
to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve 
the health of my patients, to retain their confidence and respect, 
and to perform faithfully my professional duties.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit 
of progressive cooperation. And I will look with respect and 
esteem upon all those who have taught me my art.

To my college I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and 
for the interest of the students who will come after me.

I will ever be alert to further the application of basic biological 
truths and technical advances in my chosen profession,  
dental medicine.

OPTOMETRIC OATH

With full deliberation, I freely and solemnly pledge that:

I affirm that the health of my patient will be my first 
consideration.

I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and 
conscientiously, and to the fullest scope of my competence.

I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the 
highest standards, ethics and ideals of my chosen profession 
and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has 
been granted me.

I will provide professional care for the diverse populations who 
seek my services, with concern, with compassion and with due 
regard for their human rights and dignity.

I will work to expand access to quality care and improve health 
equity for all communities.

I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above 
personal gain and strive to see that none shall lack for  
proper care.

I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted 
to me in confidence by my patients.

I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may 
serve to restore, maintain or enhance their vision and  
general health.

I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so 
that my patients may benefit from all new and efficacious means 
to enhance the care of human vision.

I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow 
doctors of optometry and other professionals for the benefit of 
patients and the advancement of human knowledge  
and welfare.

I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country and 
humankind as a citizen as well as a doctor of optometry.

I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of 
this my solemn oath and obligation.
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PHARMACIST’S OATH

I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others 
through the profession of pharmacy. 

In Fulfilling this vow: 

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my 
primary concerns. 

I will promote inclusion, embrace diversity, and advocate for 
justice to advance health equity. 

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of 
my ability to assure optimal outcomes for all patients. 

I will respect and protect all personal and health information 
entrusted to me. 

I will accept the responsibility to improve my professional 
knowledge, expertise, and self-awareness. 

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of 
our profession’s moral, ethical and legal conduct. 

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care. 

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values to 
prepare the next generation of pharmacits. 

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the 
responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.

OATHS

OSTEOPATHIC OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about  
to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve 
the health and the life of my patients, to retain their confidence 
and respect both as a physician and a friend who will guard their 
secrets with scrupulous honor and fidelity, to perform faithfully 
my professional duties, to employ only those recognized 
methods of treatment consistent with good judgment and with 
my skills and ability, keeping in mind always nature’s laws and 
the body’s inherent capacity for recovery.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, though it 
will be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit 
of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act cast 
imputations upon them or their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have 
taught me my art.

To my college I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and 
for the interest of the students who will come after me.

I will ever be alert to further the application of basic truths to 
the healing arts and to develop the principles of osteopathy 
which were first enunciated by Andrew Taylor Stills.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH

As I enter the profession of physical therapy, I solemnly and 
willingly pledge the following:

I will strive to demonstrate professionalism as reflected in 
the APTA’s Core Values in all my professional and personal 
endeavors.

I will respect the rights and dignity of all individuals and will 
provide compassionate care.

I will be trustworthy in all aspects of physical therapy practice.

I will place the welfare of my patients above my own  
self-interest.

I will provide accurate and relevant information to patients 
about their care and to the public about physical  
therapy services.

I will exercise sound judgment and comply with the laws and 
regulations that govern physical therapy and will protect the 
public from unethical, incompetent, and illegal acts.

I will maintain professional competence and promote high 
standards for physical therapy practice, education, and research.

I will address the health needs of society and strive to effect 
changes that benefit patients and the community.

I will contribute to the body of knowledge that is  
physical therapy.

I will respect the rights, knowledge, and skills of colleagues and 
other health care professionals and seek consultation whenever 
the welfare of the patient may be advanced.

Thus, with this pledge, I freely accept the responsibilities that 
accompany the academic preparation for, and the practice of, 
physical therapy.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OATH

I pledge to perform the following duties with honesty  
and dedication:

I will hold as my primary responsibility the health, safety, 
welfare, and dignity of all human beings. 

I will uphold the tenets of patient autonomy, beneficence, 
nonmaleficence, and justice. 

I will recognize and promote the value of diversity.

I will treat equally all persons who seek my care. 

I will hold in confidence the information shared in the course of 
practicing medicine.

I will assess my personal capabilities and limitations, striving 
always to improve my medical practice. 

I will actively seek to expand my knowledge and skills, keeping 
abreast of advances in medicine.

I will work with other members of the healthcare team to 
provide compassionate and effective care of patients.

I will use my knowledge and experience to contribute to an 
improved community. 

l will respect my professional relationship with the physician. 

I will share and expand knowledge within the profession.

These duties are pledged with sincerity and upon my honor.
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE

Ceremonial garments worn at academic 
functions take their meaning from the original 
centers of learning of the western world in 
the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, 
and gowns of the early students and monks 
have been held through the centuries to be 
traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion 
so basic to education and to the deliberate 
and orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the 
gradual rise of the great universities across 
Europe, and the ever-increasing awareness 
of the decisive role of education in the entire 
development of civilization influenced leaders 
among academicians in their desire for a 
singular identity. In the attempt to create this 
differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval 
system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat 
of arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and 
patterns of colorful design had been adopted to 
denote the distinctive character of designated 
chivalric orders.  The function of a pedagogical 
heraldry became, then, simply identification. As 
such, measures were taken to signify through 
distinctive markings on the academicians’ attire 
the institution that had granted the degree, the 
field of learning in which the degree had been 
earned, and the level of the degree, for example, 
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the 
cap, the gown, and the hood—it is the hood 
that offers the most abundant and most 
readily discernible information about its 
owner. The inner lining of the hood identifies 
the institution at which the individual earned 
the degree. Some schools have adopted 
two-color patterns and introduced chevrons 
and bars in various designs to set themselves 
apart from other institutions. The velvet trim 
bordering the hood indicates the major field of 
learning in which the degree has been earned. 
The list at the conclusion of this section will 
explain this relationship. A final feature of 
the hood concerns its length and width and 
distinguishes further between holders of 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. 
The length of the hood for the bachelor’s 
degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, and 
with a velvet border of two inches. At Nova 
Southeastern University, however, individuals 
receiving a bachelor’s degree do not wear a 
hood. A master’s degree holder has a hood 
three and one-half feet in length with a three-
inch wide border, and the hood is slit at the 
bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral 
degree wear a hood four feet in length, open 
at the bottom, with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating 
between the three levels of degrees. The 
bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and falls in 
straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be 

recognized most readily by the long, pointed 
sleeves. The master’s gown is somewhat fuller 
and bears no adornment. The sleeves are 
oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with 
the rear part of the oblong square cut while 
the front edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor’s 
gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels 
down the front and around the neck of the 
garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the 
end and have three bars of the same material 
as the front panels at the upper portion of the 
arm. The gown is cut rather fully and may be 
ornamental in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been 
adopted throughout most universities in the 
United States, although tams have become 
increasingly fashionable to denote holders 
of the doctoral degree. Colored tassels are 
usually worn by holders of the bachelor’s  
and master’s degrees. These denote the field 
of learning.

The color, indeed, the flamboyance, of 
academic dress undoubtedly adds to the 
sense of occasion at academic ceremonies. 
But as its historical roots show, it has a much 
deeper significance. It is an outward sign of 
the universality of universities, and of their 
responsibility for certain timeless values 

essential to the freedom of inquiry: tolerance 
of alternative views and courage in maintaining 
one’s own tirelessness in the pursuit of truth 
and the free exchange of knowledge. Its 
wearing marks also the responsibility of the 
new graduate to maintain and uphold these 
ideals. These fundamentals of academic 
freedom have not been threatened in this 
country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of 
traditional academic dress was underlined 
in recent years by scholars from Central and 
Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their 
use of academic robes became a symbol of 
their refusal to be dominated completely by 
political forces and the state, and symbolized 
their persistent links to the worldwide 
community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of 
academic dress should be seen not simply as 
a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the 
responsibility that falls on all members  
of universities.

HONORS

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and 
medallions that reflect institutional and national 
academic honors as well as campus leadership, 
service, and engagement.

COLOR OF HOODS

The colors found on the hoods worn in the academic procession represent the 
candidate’s discipline of study.

Arts, Letters, Humanities............................................................................White
Accounting, Business...................................................................................Drab
Biomedical Science......................................................................................Gold
Clinical Vision Research..............................................................................Aqua
Dentistry..........................................................................................................Lilac
Developmental Disabilities........................................................................Citron
Education.........................................................................................................Light Blue
Law....................................................................................................................Purple
Medicine...........................................................................................................Kelly Green
Music.................................................................................................................Pink
Nursing.............................................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy.................................................................................Rhodes Blue
Optometry.......................................................................................................Mint Green
Oratory (Speech)..........................................................................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy.........................................................................................................Olive Green
Philosophy, Political Science.....................................................................Dark Blue
Public Administration, Human Services,  
Physical Therapy, and Criminal Justice.................................................Peacock
Public Health..................................................................................................Salmon
Science.............................................................................................................Bright Yellow
Sports Science...............................................................................................Sage Green
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2026C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 




	May 5, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.
	Shepard Broad College of Law

	May 8, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.
	Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy
	College of Dental Medicine
	College of Optometry

	May 8, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.
	College of Computing, AI, and Cybersecurity
	College of Psychology
	H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship

	May 13, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.
	Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and 
School of Criminal Justice
	Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the 
Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center

	May 13, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.
	Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine 
and Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences

	May 14, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.
	Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine and 
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Rehabilitative Sciences 
(Master’s Degree only)
	Ron and Kathy Assaf College of Nursing

	May 14, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.
	Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine and 
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Rehabilitative Sciences 
(Doctoral Degrees only)




