Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov
is the first important step in receiving financial aid, including grants, scholarships,
Federal Work-Study, and loans.

m The earlier you complete it, the better. Some aid is first-come, first-served.

m You don't need an income tax return to file your FAFSA. Estimate your income based on
your previous year’s income, and then update your information once you or your parent(s)
have filed an income tax return.

m Using the IRS Data Retrieval tool (usually available in early February, after you or your
parent(s) have filed an income tax return) allows you to download your financial aid
information from the IRS. It is quick, easy, and helps avoid conflicting information.

m Regularly check your financial aid status via SharkLink for outstanding requirements.
Submit all forms and information promptly.
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