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The Declaration of Sentiments
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The Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions was drafted by Elizabeth Cady Stanton for the women's
rights convention at Seneca Falls, New York in 1848. Based on the American Declaration of Independence, the
Sentiments demanded equality with men before the law, in education and employment.

Below are a few of those epic Sentiments and Resolutions expressed in The Declaration of Sentiments.

Sentiments

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.
He has compelled her to submit to law in the formation of which she had no voice.
He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men, both natives and foreigners.

Having deprived her of this first right as a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the
halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead. He has taken from her all right in property, even to the
wages she earns.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed against her.

He has created a false public sentiment by giving to the world a different code of morals for men and women, by which
moral delinquencies which exclude women from society are not only tolerated but deemed of little account in man.

He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect,
and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.

Resolutions

Resolved, That such laws as conflict, in any way, with the true and substantial happiness of woman, are contrary to the
great precept of nature and of no validity, for this is superior in obligation to any other.

Resolved, that woman is man's equal, was intended to be so by the Creator, and the highest good of the race demands that
she should be recognized as such.

Resolved, that inasmuch as man, while claiming for himself intellectual superiority, does accord to woman moral superior-
ity, it is preeminently his duty to encourage her to speak and teach, as she has an opportunity, in all religious assemblies.

Resolved, therefore, that, being invested by the Creator with the same capabilities and same consciousness of responsibility
for their exercise, it is demonstrably the right and duty of woman, equally with man, to promote every righteous cause by
every righteous means; and especially in regard to the great subjects of morals and religion, it is self-evidently her right to
participate with her brother in teaching them, both in private and in public, by writing and by speaking, by any instrumen-
talities proper to be used, and in any assemblies proper to be held; and this being a self-evident truth growing out of the
divinely implanted principles of human nature, any custom or authority adverse to it, whether modern or wearing the hoary
sanction of antiquity, is to be regarded as a self-evident falsehood, and at war with mankind.
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