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Introduction

Researchers and scholars around the world have produced a sizable body of literature
focusing on the composition and appraisal of qualitative research reports. Although
there is no definitive consensus on what constitutes a singular set of “best practices”
for producing and evaluating qualitative research writing, this published corpus of
work reflects a definitive effort on the part of the qualitative research community to
make its preferences more transparent and to engage in a on-going conversation of
what “quality in qualitative research” means for producer and consumer alike.

To help faculty members, students, editors, reviewers, authors, researchers, research
synthesizers, grant writers, and grant panels become more familiar with the quality
literature |1 have generated this collection of web resources, articles, chapters, and
books. These works, presented in this publication in the TQR Community Qualitative
Research Resource Series, reflect prescriptions authors present when it comes to
conducting and evaluating qualitative research inquiries and composing and
appraising qualitative research reports:

Prescribing Qualitative Research Practices

How To How To
Conduct / Compose Evaluate / Appraise
Qualitative Research
Inquiries
Qualitative Research X X
Reports

By no means is this set meant to be definitive or exhaustive; rather, the works |
present in this report are ones | have collected and utilized in my work over the last
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four decades. To me, they present sage advice on how to communicate qualitative
research clearly and effectively. They present guides, checklists, rubrics, forms, and
criteria for evaluating all aspects of qualitative research reporting. They also offer
critical insights on all aspects of the quality in qualitative research debate.

Readers of this report are encouraged to explore these resources and to utilize them in
their own work. Consumers of this resource are also invited to suggest additional tools
and writings to be included in subsequent revised editions of this work.
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BioMed Central. (2003). Qualitative research review guidelines — RATS (Relevance,
Appropriateness, and Transparency). London, UK. Retrieved from
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/ifora/rats

Chenail, R. J., Cooper, R., Patron, L., & TQR Associates. (2011a). The Qualitative
Report (TQR) rubric (Version 1.0, Adobe PDF). Fort Lauderdale, FL USA:
TQR Community. Retrieved from
http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/TQR_Rubric_2011.pdf

Chenail, R. J., Cooper, R., Patron, L., & TQR Associates. (2011b). The Qualitative
Report (TQR) rubric (Version 1.0, Microsoft Word). Fort Lauderdale, FL
USA: TQR Community. Retrieved from
http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/TQR_Rubric_2011.doc

Critical Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP). (2006). 10 questions to help you make
sense of qualitative research. Oxford, UK: Public Health Resource Unit.
Retrieved from http://www.sph.nhs.uk/sph-files/casp-appraisal-
tools/Qualitative%20Appraisal%20Tool.pdf

The Joanna Briggs Institute. (2008). Critical appraisal of qualitative research: QARI
critical appraisal instrument. Joanna Briggs Institute Qualitative Assessment
and Review Instrument (JBI-QARI). Adelaide, Australia. Retrieved from
http://www.jbiconnect.org/tools/cqrmg/documents/JB1%20critical%20apprais
al%20instrument.doc

Letts, L., Wilkins, S., Law, M., Stewart, D., Bosch, J., & Westmorland, M. (2007a).
Critical review form - Qualitative studies (Version 2.0, Adobe PDF).
Hamilton, Ontario Canada: McMaster University Occupational Therapy
Evidence-based Practice Group. Retrieved from
http://www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/rehab/ebp/pdf/qualguidelines.pdf

Letts, L., Wilkins, S., Law, M., Stewart, D., Bosch, J., & Westmorland, M. (2007b).
Critical review form — Qualitative studies (Version 2.0, Microsoft Word).
Hamilton, Ontario Canada: McMaster University Occupational Therapy
Evidence-based  Practice  Group. Retrieved from  http://www.srs-
mcmaster.ca/Portals/20/pdf/ebp/qualreview form1.doc

Letts, L., Wilkins, S., Law, M., Stewart, D., Bosch, J., & Westmorland, M. (2007c).
Guidelines for Critical Review Form: Qualitative Studies (Version 2.0).
Hamilton, Ontario Canada: McMaster University Occupational Therapy
Evidence-based Practice  Group. Retrieved from  http://www.srs-
mcmaster.ca/Portals/20/pdf/ebp/qualguidelines_version2.0.pdf

Long, A. F., Godfrey, M., Randall, T., Brettle, A., & Grant, M. J. (2002). HCPRDU
evaluation tool for qualitative studies. Leeds, UK: University of Leeds,
Nuffield Institute for Health. Retrieved from http://usir.salford.ac.uk/12970/
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879-894.

Anastas, J. W. (2004). Quality in qualitative evaluation: Issues and possible answers.
Research on Social Work Practice, 14(1), 57-65.

Anderson, C. (2010). Presenting and evaluating qualitative research. American
Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, 74(8), 1-7.

Anfara, V. A., Jr., Brown, K. M., & Mangione, T. L. (2002). Qualitative analysis on
stage: Making the research process more public. Educational Researcher, 31(7),
28-38.

Angen, M. J. (2000). Evaluating interpretive inquiry: Reviewing the validity debate
and opening the dialogue. Qualitative Health Research, 10(3), 378-395.
Arminio, J. L., & Hultgren, F. H. (2002). Breaking out from the shadow: The question
of criteria in qualitative research. Journal of College Student Development,

43(4), 446-460.

Athens, L. H. (1984). Scientific criteria for evaluating qualitative studies. In N.
Denzin (Ed.), Studies in symbolic interaction (Vol. 5, pp. 259-268). London,
UK: JAI Press.

Bailey, C., White, C., & Pain, R. (1999). Evaluating qualitative research: Dealing
with the tension between ‘science’ and ‘creativity.” Area, 31(2), 169-178.

Ballinger, C. (2004). Writing up rigour: Representing and evaluating good scholarship
in qualitative research. The British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 67(12),
540-546.

Barbour, R. S. (2001). Checklists for improving rigour in qualitative research: A case
of the tail wagging the dog? BMJ, 322(7294), 1115-1117.

Belgrave, L. L., Zablotsky, D., & Guadagno, M. A. (2002). How do we talk to each
other? Writing qualitative research for quantitative readers. Qualitative Health
Research, 12(10), 1427-14309.

Blaxter, M. (1996). Criteria for the evaluation of qualitative research papers. Medical
Sociology News, 22(1), 68-71.

Bluff, R. (1997). Evaluating qualitative research. British Journal of Midwifery, 5(4),
232-235.

Boulton, M., & Fitzpatrick, R. (1997). Evaluating qualitative research. Evidence-
Based Health Policy and Management, 1(4), 83-85.

Boulton, M., Fitzpatrick, R., & Swinburn, C. (1996). Qualitative research in health
care: 1. A structured review and evaluation of studies. Journal of Evaluation
in Clinical Practice, 2(3), 171-179.

Byrne, M. (2001a). Disseminating and presenting qualitative research findings. AORN
Journal, 74(5), 731-732.

Byrne, M. M. (2001b). Evaluating the findings of qualitative research. AORN Journal,
73(3), 703-706.

Cepeda, G., & Martin, D. (2005). A review of case studies publishing in Management
Decision: Guides and criteria for achieving quality in qualitative research.
Management Decision, 43(6), 851-876.

Chapple, A., & Rogers, A. (1998). Explicit guidelines for qualitative research: A step
in the right direction, a defense of the 'soft’ option, or a form of sociological
imperialism? Family Practice, 15, 556-561.
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