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Introduction 
 
Researchers and scholars around the world have produced a sizable body of literature 
focusing on the composition and appraisal of qualitative research reports. Although 
there is no definitive consensus on what constitutes a singular set of “best practices” 
for producing and evaluating qualitative research writing, this published corpus of 
work reflects a definitive effort on the part of the qualitative research community to 
make its preferences more transparent and to engage in a on-going conversation of 
what “quality in qualitative research” means for producer and consumer alike.   
 
To help faculty members, students, editors, reviewers, authors, researchers, research 
synthesizers, grant writers, and grant panels become more familiar with the quality 
literature I have generated this collection of web resources, articles, chapters, and 
books. These works, presented in this publication in the TQR Community Qualitative 
Research Resource Series, reflect prescriptions authors present when it comes to 
conducting and evaluating qualitative research inquiries and composing and 
appraising qualitative research reports: 
 

Prescribing Qualitative Research Practices 
 

 How To 
Conduct / Compose 

How To 
Evaluate / Appraise 

Qualitative Research 
Inquiries   

Qualitative Research 
Reports X X 

 
By no means is this set meant to be definitive or exhaustive; rather, the works I 
present in this report are ones I have collected and utilized in my work over the last 
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four decades. To me, they present sage advice on how to communicate qualitative 
research clearly and effectively. They present guides, checklists, rubrics, forms, and 
criteria for evaluating all aspects of qualitative research reporting. They also offer 
critical insights on all aspects of the quality in qualitative research debate.  
 
Readers of this report are encouraged to explore these resources and to utilize them in 
their own work. Consumers of this resource are also invited to suggest additional tools 
and writings to be included in subsequent revised editions of this work.  
 
Web Resources 
 
BioMed Central. (2003). Qualitative research review guidelines – RATS (Relevance, 

Appropriateness, and Transparency). London, UK. Retrieved from 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/ifora/rats  

Chenail, R. J., Cooper, R., Patron, L., & TQR Associates. (2011a). The Qualitative 
Report (TQR) rubric (Version 1.0, Adobe PDF). Fort Lauderdale, FL USA: 
TQR Community. Retrieved from 
http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/TQR_Rubric_2011.pdf 

Chenail, R. J., Cooper, R., Patron, L., & TQR Associates. (2011b). The Qualitative 
Report (TQR) rubric (Version 1.0, Microsoft Word). Fort Lauderdale, FL 
USA: TQR Community. Retrieved from 
http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/TQR_Rubric_2011.doc  

Critical Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP). (2006). 10 questions to help you make 
sense of qualitative research. Oxford, UK: Public Health Resource Unit. 
Retrieved from http://www.sph.nhs.uk/sph-files/casp-appraisal-
tools/Qualitative%20Appraisal%20Tool.pdf  

The Joanna Briggs Institute. (2008). Critical appraisal of qualitative research: QARI 
critical appraisal instrument. Joanna Briggs Institute Qualitative Assessment 
and Review Instrument (JBI-QARI). Adelaide, Australia. Retrieved from 
http://www.jbiconnect.org/tools/cqrmg/documents/JBI%20critical%20apprais
al%20instrument.doc  

Letts, L., Wilkins, S., Law, M., Stewart, D., Bosch, J., & Westmorland, M. (2007a). 
Critical review form – Qualitative studies (Version 2.0, Adobe PDF). 
Hamilton, Ontario Canada: McMaster University Occupational Therapy 
Evidence-based Practice Group. Retrieved from 
http://www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/rehab/ebp/pdf/qualguidelines.pdf  

Letts, L., Wilkins, S., Law, M., Stewart, D., Bosch, J., & Westmorland, M. (2007b). 
Critical review form – Qualitative studies (Version 2.0, Microsoft Word). 
Hamilton, Ontario Canada: McMaster University Occupational Therapy 
Evidence-based Practice Group. Retrieved from http://www.srs-
mcmaster.ca/Portals/20/pdf/ebp/qualreview_form1.doc  

Letts, L., Wilkins, S., Law, M., Stewart, D., Bosch, J., & Westmorland, M. (2007c). 
Guidelines for Critical Review Form: Qualitative Studies (Version 2.0). 
Hamilton, Ontario Canada: McMaster University Occupational Therapy 
Evidence-based Practice Group. Retrieved from http://www.srs-
mcmaster.ca/Portals/20/pdf/ebp/qualguidelines_version2.0.pdf  

Long, A. F., Godfrey, M., Randall, T., Brettle, A., & Grant, M. J. (2002). HCPRDU 
evaluation tool for qualitative studies. Leeds, UK: University of Leeds, 
Nuffield Institute for Health. Retrieved from http://usir.salford.ac.uk/12970/ 
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Articles and Chapters 

Ambert, A-M., Adler, P. A., Adler, P., & Detzner, D. F. (1995). Understanding and 
evaluating qualitative research. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 57(4), 
879-894. 

Anastas, J. W. (2004). Quality in qualitative evaluation: Issues and possible answers. 
Research on Social Work Practice, 14(1), 57-65. 

Anderson, C. (2010). Presenting and evaluating qualitative research. American 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, 74(8), 1-7.   

Anfara, V. A., Jr., Brown, K. M., & Mangione, T. L. (2002). Qualitative analysis on 
stage: Making the research process more public. Educational Researcher, 31(7), 
28-38. 

Angen, M. J. (2000). Evaluating interpretive inquiry: Reviewing the validity debate 
and opening the dialogue. Qualitative Health Research, 10(3), 378-395. 

Arminio, J. L., & Hultgren, F. H. (2002). Breaking out from the shadow: The question 
of criteria in qualitative research. Journal of College Student Development, 
43(4), 446-460. 

Athens, L. H. (1984). Scientific criteria for evaluating qualitative studies. In N. 
Denzin (Ed.), Studies in symbolic interaction (Vol. 5, pp. 259-268). London, 
UK: JAI Press. 

Bailey, C., White, C., & Pain, R. (1999). Evaluating qualitative research: Dealing 
with the tension between ‘science’ and ‘creativity.’ Area, 31(2), 169-178.  

Ballinger, C. (2004). Writing up rigour: Representing and evaluating good scholarship 
in qualitative research. The British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 67(12), 
540-546. 

Barbour, R. S. (2001). Checklists for improving rigour in qualitative research: A case 
of the tail wagging the dog? BMJ, 322(7294), 1115-1117. 

Belgrave, L. L., Zablotsky, D., & Guadagno, M. A. (2002). How do we talk to each 
other? Writing qualitative research for quantitative readers. Qualitative Health 
Research, 12(10), 1427-1439. 

Blaxter, M. (1996). Criteria for the evaluation of qualitative research papers. Medical 
Sociology News, 22(1), 68-71.  

Bluff, R. (1997). Evaluating qualitative research. British Journal of Midwifery, 5(4), 
232-235. 

Boulton, M., & Fitzpatrick, R. (1997). Evaluating qualitative research. Evidence-
Based Health Policy and Management, 1(4), 83-85.  

Boulton, M., Fitzpatrick, R., & Swinburn, C. (1996). Qualitative research in health 
care: II. A structured review and evaluation of studies. Journal of Evaluation 
in Clinical Practice, 2(3), 171-179. 

Byrne, M. (2001a). Disseminating and presenting qualitative research findings. AORN 
Journal, 74(5), 731-732. 

Byrne, M. M. (2001b). Evaluating the findings of qualitative research. AORN Journal, 
73(3), 703-706. 

Cepeda, G., & Martin, D. (2005). A review of case studies publishing in Management 
Decision: Guides and criteria for achieving quality in qualitative research. 
Management Decision, 43(6), 851-876. 

Chapple, A., & Rogers, A. (1998). Explicit guidelines for qualitative research: A step 
in the right direction, a defense of the 'soft' option, or a form of sociological 
imperialism? Family Practice, 15, 556-561. 
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Chenail, J. S., & Chenail, R. J. (2011). Communicating qualitative analytical results 
following Grice’s conversational maxims. The Qualitative Report, 16(1), 276-
285. Retrieved from http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR16-1/grice.pdf  

Chenail, R. J. (1995). Presenting qualitative data. The Qualitative Report, 2(3). 
Retrieved from http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR2-3/presenting.html 

Chenail, R. J. (1997). Keeping things plumb in qualitative research. The Qualitative 
Report, 3(3). Retrieved from http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR3-3/plumb.html 

Chenail, R. J. (2009). Communicating your qualitative research better. Family 
Business Review, 22(2), 105-108. 

Chenail, R. J. (2011). Learning to appraise the quality of qualitative research articles: 
A contextualized learning object for constructing knowledge. The Qualitative 
Report, 16(1), 236-248. Retrieved from http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR16-
1/appraising.pdf 

Chenail, R. J., Duffy, M., St. George, S., & Wulff, D. (2011). Facilitating coherence 
across qualitative research papers. The Qualitative Report, 16(1), 263-275. 
Retrieved from http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR16-1/coherence.pdf  

Chenail, R. J., St. George, S., Wulff, D., Duffy, D., Laughlin, M., Warner, K., & 
Sahni, T. (2007). Mentoring qualitative research authors globally: The 
Qualitative Report experience. The Qualitative Report, 12(1), 67-81. 
Retrieved from http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR12-1/chenail.pdf  

Choudhuri, D., Glauser, A., & Peregoy, J. (2004). Guidelines for writing a qualitative 
manuscript for the Journal of Counseling & Development. Journal of 
Counseling & Development, 82(4), 443-446. 

Clark, J. P. (2003). How to peer review a qualitative manuscript. In F. Godlee & T. 
Jefferson (Eds.), Peer review in health sciences (2nd ed., pp. 219-235). 
London, UK: BMJ Books. 

Cobb, A. K., & Hagemaster, J. N. (1987). Ten criteria for evaluating qualitative 
research proposals. Journal of Nursing Education, 26(4), 138-143. 

Cohen, D. J., & Crabtree, B. F. (2008). Evaluative criteria for qualitative research in 
health care: Controversies and recommendations. Annals of Family Medicine, 
6, 331-339.  

Collingridge, D. S., & Gantt, E. E. (2008). The quality of qualitative research. 
American Journal of Medical Quality, 23, 389-395. 

Constas, M. A. (1992). Qualitative analysis as a public event: The documentation of 
category development procedures. American Educational Research Journal, 
29(2), 253-266. 

Cuevas, N. M., Dinero, T. E., & Feit, M. D. (1996). Reading qualitative research from 
a methodological point of view. Journal of Health & Social Policy, 8(1), 73-
90. 

Crescentini, A., & Mainardi, G. (2009). Qualitative research articles: Guidelines, 
suggestions and needs. Journal of Workplace Learning, 21(5), 431-439. 

Devers, K. J. (1999). How will we know "good" qualitative research when we see it? 
Beginning the dialogue in health services research. Health Services Research, 
34(5), 1153-1188. 

Dingwall, R., Murphy. E., Watson, P., Greatbatch, D., & Parker S. (1998). Catching 
goldfish: Quality in qualitative research. Journal of Health Services Research 
& Policy, 3(3), 167-172. 
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Dixon-Woods, M., Shaw, R. L., Agarwal, S., & Smith, J. A. (2004). The problem of 
appraising qualitative research. Quality and Safety in Health Care, 13(3), 223-
225. 

Dixon-Woods, M., Sutton, A., Shaw, R., Miller, T., Smith, J., Young, B.,... Jones, D. 
(2007). Appraising qualitative research for inclusion in systematic reviews: A 
quantitative and qualitative comparison of three methods. Journal of Health 
Services Research & Policy, 12(1), 42-47. 

Drisko, J. W. (1997). Strengthening qualitative studies and reports: Standards to 
promote academic integrity. Journal of Social Work Education, 33(1), 185-
198. 

Eakin, J. M., & Mykhalovskiy, E. (2003). Reframing the evaluation of qualitative 
health research: Reflections on a review of appraisal guidelines in the health 
sciences. Journal of Evaluation in Clinical Practice, 9(2), 187-194. 

Elder, N. C., & Miller, W. L. (1995). Reading and evaluating qualitative research 
studies. Journal of Family Practice, 41, 279-285. 

Elliott, R., Fischer, C. T., & Rennie, D. L. (1999). Evolving guidelines for publication 
of qualitative research studies in psychology and related fields. British Journal 
of Clinical Psychology, 38(3), 215-229. 

Finlay, L. (2006). 'Rigour', 'ethical integrity' or 'artistry'? Reflexively reviewing 
criteria for evaluating qualitative research. The British Journal of 
Occupational Therapy, 69(7), 319-326. 

Forchuk, C., & Roberts, J. (1993). How to critique qualitative health research articles. 
Canadian Journal of Nursing Research, 25(4), 47-56. 

Fossey, E., Harvey, C., McDermott, F., & Davidson, L. (2002). Understanding and 
evaluating qualitative research. Australian and New Zealand Journal of 
Psychiatry, 36(6), 717-732. 

Frank, A. W (2004). After methods, the story: From incongruity to truth in qualitative 
research. Qualitative Health Research, 14(3), 430-440. 

Frankel, R. M. (1999). Standards of qualitative research. In B. F. Crabtree & W. L. 
Miller (Eds.), Doing qualitative research (2nd

 
ed., pp. 333-346). Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage.  
Frankel, R. M., & Devers, K. J. (2000). Qualitative research: A consumer's guide. 

Education for Health: Change in Training & Practice, 13, 113-123.  
Gilgun, J. F. (1993). Publishing research reports based on qualitative methods. 

Marriage & Family Review, 18(1-2), 177-182. 
Gilgun, J. F. (2005). "Grab" and good science: Writing up the results of qualitative 

research. Qualitative Health Research, 15(2), 256-262. 
Gómez, C. C. (2009). Assessing the quality of qualitative health research: Criteria, 

process and writing. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative 
Social Research, 10(2), Art. 17. 

Greenhalgh, T. (2010). Papers that go beyond numbers (qualitative research). In T. 
Greenhalgh, How to read a paper: The basics of evidence-based medicine (4th 
ed., pp. 163-176). Oxford, UK: BMJ Books. 

Hammell, K. W. (2002). Informing client-centred practice through qualitative inquiry: 
Evaluating the quality of qualitative research. The British Journal of 
Occupational Therapy, 65(4), 175-184. 

Hannes, K., Lockwood, C., & Pearson, A. (2010). A comparative analysis of three 
online appraisal instruments’ ability to assess validity in qualitative research. 
Qualitative Health Research, 20(12), 1736-1743.  
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