


	



  
  
  
    	Home
	 Search
	Browse Collections
	My Account
	About
	[image: DC Network] Digital Commons Network™


  









	
		Skip to main content

					
			
				
					[image: The Qualitative Report]
					
				
					
						[image: The Qualitative Report]
						
				
			

					
			
				

	Home
	About
	FAQ
	My Account





			

			
			
		
			
									
					
		 
	 




	
		

		
		
		
			
				Home
			
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				HCAS
			
		
		
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				HCAS_PUBS
			
		
		
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				HCAS_JOURNALS
			
		
		
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				TQR Home
			
		
		
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				TQR
			
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				Vol. 20
			
		
		
		
		
		
		
		 > 
			
				No. 5 (2015)
			
		
		
		
		
		
	




 

					










Four Diverse Educators Chronicle Challenges in a Christian-Centered Society






Authors

Susan V. Bennett, University of MississippiFollow

AnnMarie Alberton Gunn, University of South Florida - St. PetersburgFollow

Mary Lou Morton, Walden UniversityFollow







Abstract

Culturally responsive teaching requires that students be perceived holistically and part of student culture is religious beliefs. The purpose of this research is to offer insight into experiences and understandings of four preservice and inservice teachers', from diverse religious backgrounds, Muslim, Judaism, Sikhism, and Mormonism, experiences and understandings as they studied and worked in colleges of education and elementary classrooms that are rooted in Anglo Christian traditions. We relied on aspects of critical multiculturalism and social identity theory to guide the qualitative case study. In this case study, we analyzed reflexive journals and interviews of four participants using withincase and cross-case analysis. Within-case and cross-case analyses included four themes: separation of church and state, teaching for equity and awareness, respect for religious diversity, and personal beliefs. These findings suggest teacher educators incorporate religious and spiritual issues into diversity discussions and continue to support preservice teachers' development of conscious self-awareness and culturally responsive pedagogy.
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