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Abstract

Dominant notions of reproduction perceive childbearing as physical processes that take place within women’s bodies. This perception undermines non-physical components and removes men from the process. This project uses social constructionism to explore the locations women describe pregnancy and childbirth taking place in their childbearing narratives. Based on in-depth interviews with 15 mothers, findings reveal that women conceptualize childbearing as taking place in multiple locations: (1) within the female body, (2) within both the female body and a non-physical realm (e.g., emotional) of one or both partners, (3) detached from any particular location, and (4) within both partners’ bodies. Conceptualizing childbearing as something other than a purely physical event acknowledges non-physical elements of childbearing and allows greater participation among men.






Keywords

Pregnancy, Childbirth, Body, Gender, and Father






Publication Date

12-1-2006






Creative Commons License

[image: Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 License]
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 4.0 International License.






DOI

10.46743/2160-3715/2006.1653






Recommended APA Citation



        Houvouras, S.
    (2006).
    Negotiated Boundaries: Conceptual Locations of Pregnancy and Childbirth.
    
        The Qualitative Report,
        11(4), 665-686.
        https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2006.1653







    

    




	
       
    	
        Download
      



	







     DOWNLOADS

    Since January 16, 2015

    
        
    














	
	
		Included in

	
					Quantitative, Qualitative, Comparative, and Historical Methodologies Commons, 
					Social Statistics Commons
	

	




Share

	
    	
    	
		
		
    	
    	
	







	
Submission Location










 





	
COinS





 



        
            DOI

            https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2006.1653

        



	
 


   
      
To view the content in your browser, please download Adobe Reader or, alternately, 

you may Download the file to your hard drive.

  NOTE: The latest versions of Adobe Reader do not support viewing PDF files within Firefox on Mac OS and if you are using a modern (Intel) Mac, there is no official plugin for viewing PDF files within the browser window.  

   



 


 



					


 

 


			


				
					

		
		
				The Qualitative Report
		
	
	
			
					About This Journal
			
		
	
			
					Aims & Scope
			
		
	
			
					Editorial Board
			
		
	
			
					Policies
			
		
	
		Open Access
	


TQR Publications
	
	
		TQR Books
	
	
		The Qualitative Report Conference
	
	
		TQR Weekly Newsletter
	


		

	
		
				
					Submit Article
				
			
	
				
						Most Popular Papers
				
			
	
				
					Receive Email Notices or RSS
				
			



	
			
				
						Special Issues:
				

			
	
							
									Volume 25 - Issue 13 - 4th World Conference on Qualitative Research Special Issue
							
						
	
							
									World Conference on Qualitative Research Special Issue
							
						
	
							
									Reflecting on the Future of QDA Software
							
						
	
							
									Volume 22, Number 13: Asian Qualitative Research Association Special Issue - December 2017
							
						


	




	
	
		
			Select an issue:
		
			

		All Issues
Vol. 29, No. 4
Vol. 29, No. 3
Vol. 29, No. 2
Vol. 29, No. 1
Vol. 28, No. 12
Vol. 28, No. 11
Vol. 28, No. 10
Vol. 28, No. 9
Vol. 28, No. 8
Vol. 28, No. 7
Vol. 28, No. 6
Vol. 28, No. 5
Vol. 28, No. 4
Vol. 28, No. 3
Vol. 28, No. 2
Vol. 28, No. 1
Vol. 27, No. 12
Vol. 27, No. 11
Vol. 27, No. 10
Vol. 27, No. 9
Vol. 27, No. 8
Vol. 27, No. 7
Vol. 27, No. 6
Vol. 27, No. 5
Vol. 27, No. 4
Vol. 27, No. 3
Vol. 27, No. 2
Vol. 27, No. 1
Vol. 26, No. 12
Vol. 26, No. 11
Vol. 26, No. 10
Vol. 26, No. 9
Vol. 26, No. 8
Vol. 26, No. 7
Vol. 26, No. 6
Vol. 26, No. 5
Vol. 26, No. 4
Vol. 26, No. 3
Vol. 26, No. 2
Vol. 26, No. 1
Volume 25 - Issue 13 - 4th World Conference on Qualitative Research Special Issue
Vol. 25, No. 12
Vol. 25, No. 11
Vol. 25, No. 10
Vol. 25, No. 9
Vol. 25, No. 8
Vol. 25, No. 7
Vol. 25, No. 6
Vol. 25, No. 5
Vol. 25, No. 4
Vol. 25, No. 3
Vol. 25, No. 2
Vol. 25, No. 1
World Conference on Qualitative Research Special Issue
Vol. 24, No. 12
Vol. 24, No. 11
Vol. 24, No. 10
Vol. 24, No. 9
Vol. 24, No. 8
Vol. 24, No. 7
Vol. 24, No. 6
Vol. 24, No. 5
Vol. 24, No. 4
Vol. 24, No. 3
Vol. 24, No. 2
Vol. 24, No. 1
Reflecting on the Future of QDA Software
Vol. 23, No. 12
Vol. 23, No. 11
Vol. 23, No. 10
Vol. 23, No. 9
Vol. 23, No. 8
Vol. 23, No. 7
Vol. 23, No. 6
Vol. 23, No. 5
Vol. 23, No. 4
Vol. 23, No. 3
Vol. 23, No. 2
Vol. 23, No. 1
Volume 22, Number 13: Asian Qualitative Research Association Special Issue - December 2017
Vol. 22, No. 12
Vol. 22, No. 11
Vol. 22, No. 10
Vol. 22, No. 9
Vol. 22, No. 8
Vol. 22, No. 7
Vol. 22, No. 6
Vol. 22, No. 5
Vol. 22, No. 4
Vol. 22, No. 3
Vol. 22, No. 2
Vol. 22, No. 1
Qualitative Analysis: Quantifying Quality and Qualifying Quantity
Vol. 21, No. 12
Vol. 21, No. 11
Vol. 21, No. 10
Vol. 21, No. 9
Vol. 21, No. 8
Vol. 21, No. 7
Vol. 21, No. 6
Vol. 21, No. 5
Vol. 21, No. 4
Vol. 21, No. 3
Vol. 21, No. 2
Vol. 21, No. 1
Vol. 20, No. 12
Vol. 20, No. 11
Vol. 20, No. 10
Vol. 20, No. 9
Vol. 20, No. 8
Vol. 20, No. 7
Vol. 20, No. 6
Vol. 20, No. 5
Vol. 20, No. 4
Vol. 20, No. 3
Vol. 20, No. 2
Vol. 20, No. 1
Vol. 19, No. 52
Vol. 19, No. 51
Vol. 19, No. 50
Vol. 19, No. 49
Vol. 19, No. 48
Vol. 19, No. 47
Vol. 19, No. 46
Vol. 19, No. 45
Vol. 19, No. 44
Vol. 19, No. 43
Vol. 19, No. 42
Vol. 19, No. 41
Vol. 19, No. 40
Vol. 19, No. 39
Vol. 19, No. 38
Vol. 19, No. 37
Vol. 19, No. 36
Vol. 19, No. 35
Vol. 19, No. 34
Vol. 19, No. 33
Vol. 19, No. 32
Vol. 19, No. 31
Vol. 19, No. 30
Vol. 19, No. 29
Vol. 19, No. 28
Vol. 19, No. 27
Vol. 19, No. 26
Vol. 19, No. 25
Vol. 19, No. 24
Vol. 19, No. 23
Vol. 19, No. 22
Vol. 19, No. 21
Vol. 19, No. 20
Vol. 19, No. 19
Vol. 19, No. 18
Vol. 19, No. 17
Vol. 19, No. 16
Vol. 19, No. 15
Vol. 19, No. 14
Vol. 19, No. 13
Vol. 19, No. 12
Vol. 19, No. 11
Vol. 19, No. 10
Vol. 19, No. 9
Vol. 19, No. 8
Vol. 19, No. 7
Vol. 19, No. 6
Vol. 19, No. 5
Vol. 19, No. 4
Vol. 19, No. 3
Vol. 19, No. 2
Vol. 19, No. 1
Vol. 18, No. 52
Vol. 18, No. 51
Vol. 18, No. 50
Vol. 18, No. 49
Vol. 18, No. 48
Vol. 18, No. 47
Vol. 18, No. 46
Vol. 18, No. 45
Vol. 18, No. 44
Vol. 18, No. 43
Vol. 18, No. 42
Vol. 18, No. 41
Vol. 18, No. 40
Vol. 18, No. 39
Vol. 18, No. 38
Vol. 18, No. 37
Vol. 18, No. 36
Vol. 18, No. 35
Vol. 18, No. 34
Vol. 18, No. 33
Vol. 18, No. 32
Vol. 18, No. 31
Vol. 18, No. 30
Vol. 18, No. 29
Vol. 18, No. 28
Vol. 18, No. 27
Vol. 18, No. 26
Vol. 18, No. 25
Vol. 18, No. 24
Vol. 18, No. 23
Vol. 18, No. 22
Vol. 18, No. 21
Vol. 18, No. 20
Vol. 18, No. 19
Vol. 18, No. 18
Vol. 18, No. 17
Vol. 18, No. 16
Vol. 18, No. 15
Vol. 18, No. 14
Vol. 18, No. 13
Vol. 18, No. 12
Vol. 18, No. 11
Vol. 18, No. 10
Vol. 18, No. 9
Vol. 18, No. 8
Vol. 18, No. 7
Vol. 18, No. 6
Vol. 18, No. 5
Vol. 18, No. 4
Vol. 18, No. 3
Vol. 18, No. 2
Vol. 18, No. 1
Vol. 17, No. 53
Vol. 17, No. 52
Vol. 17, No. 51
Vol. 17, No. 50
Vol. 17, No. 49
Vol. 17, No. 48
Vol. 17, No. 47
Vol. 17, No. 46
Vol. 17, No. 45
Vol. 17, No. 44
Vol. 17, No. 43
Vol. 17, No. 42
Vol. 17, No. 41
Vol. 17, No. 40
Vol. 17, No. 39
Vol. 17, No. 38
Vol. 17, No. 37
Vol. 17, No. 36
Vol. 17, No. 35
Vol. 17, No. 34
Vol. 17, No. 33
Vol. 17, No. 32
Vol. 17, No. 31
Vol. 17, No. 30
Vol. 17, No. 29
Vol. 17, No. 28
Vol. 17, No. 27
Vol. 17, No. 26
Vol. 17, No. 25
Vol. 17, No. 24
Vol. 17, No. 23
Vol. 17, No. 22
Vol. 17, No. 21
Vol. 17, No. 20
Vol. 17, No. 19
Vol. 17, No. 18
Vol. 17, No. 17
Vol. 17, No. 16
Vol. 17, No. 15
Vol. 17, No. 14
Vol. 17, No. 13
Vol. 17, No. 12
Vol. 17, No. 11
Vol. 17, No. 10
Vol. 17, No. 9
Vol. 17, No. 8
Vol. 17, No. 2
Vol. 17, No. 1
Vol. 16, No. 6
Vol. 16, No. 5
Vol. 16, No. 4
Vol. 16, No. 3
Vol. 16, No. 2
Vol. 16, No. 1
Vol. 15, No. 6
Vol. 15, No. 5
Vol. 15, No. 4
Vol. 15, No. 3
Vol. 15, No. 2
Vol. 15, No. 1
Vol. 14, No. 4
Vol. 14, No. 3
Vol. 14, No. 2
Vol. 14, No. 1
Vol. 13, No. 4
Vol. 13, No. 3
Vol. 13, No. 2
Vol. 13, No. 1
Vol. 12, No. 4
Vol. 12, No. 3
Vol. 12, No. 2
Vol. 12, No. 1
Vol. 11, No. 4
Vol. 11, No. 3
Vol. 11, No. 2
Vol. 11, No. 1
Vol. 10, No. 4
Vol. 10, No. 3
Vol. 10, No. 2
Vol. 10, No. 1
Vol. 9, No. 4
Vol. 9, No. 3
Vol. 9, No. 2
Vol. 9, No. 1
Vol. 8, No. 4
Vol. 8, No. 3
Vol. 8, No. 2
Vol. 8, No. 1
Vol. 7, No. 4
Vol. 7, No. 3
Vol. 7, No. 2
Vol. 7, No. 1
Vol. 6, No. 4
Vol. 6, No. 3
Vol. 6, No. 2
Vol. 6, No. 1
Vol. 5, No. 4
Vol. 5, No. 3
Vol. 5, No. 2
Vol. 5, No. 1
Vol. 4, No. 4
Vol. 4, No. 3
Vol. 4, No. 2
Vol. 4, No. 1
Vol. 3, No. 4
Vol. 3, No. 3
Vol. 3, No. 2
Vol. 3, No. 1
Vol. 2, No. 4
Vol. 2, No. 3
Vol. 2, No. 2
Vol. 2, No. 1
Vol. 1, No. 4
Vol. 1, No. 3
Vol. 1, No. 2
Vol. 1, No. 1


 


			 

	

	

	
		Enter search terms:
	
		
			
				
			 
			
		

	
		Select context to search:
	 
		
			
				in this journal
in this repository
across all repositories


			
		




		
			Advanced Search
		






	
	
		Print ISSN: 1052-0147

		E-ISSN: 2160-3715

	

	 


	
Follow TQR on:

	Facebook
	Twitter
	RSS



[image: SCImago Journal & Country Rank]



	[image: Twitter]




	
	

Submission Locations







	View submissions on map
	View submissions in Google Earth



	

	
	[image: ]







						 

				


		


			



	Elsevier - Digital Commons





    
        Home | 
        About | 
        FAQ | 
        My Account | 
        Accessibility Statement
    

    
	
	
		Privacy
	
		Copyright	
    
 




	





  


