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Oceans Act of 2000

Committee on Ocean Policy
http://www.ocean.ceq.gov
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Committee on Ocean Policy

• Ocean Research Priorities Plan
seek enhanced coordination, collaboration, and synergies
identify gaps and deficiencies
link S&T development for a range of societal applications
address challenges through integration of capabilities
identify how ocean sectors should be engaged
develop in an open and transparent manner

• Ocean Research Implementation Strategy
evaluate performance and research needs
identify areas of highest priority and opportunity



3

U.S. Ocean Action Plan Governance Structure

Committee on Ocean Policy 
Chair: CEQ

Interagency Committee on Ocean 
Science and Resource Management 

Integration

Co-Chairs: OSTP, CEQ

Global Environment 
Policy Coordinating 

Committee (PCC) 

Co-chairs: NSC, NEC

ORRAP 
(Expanded 

ORAP)

NSTC Joint Subcommittee on 
Ocean Science and 

Technology

Co-Chairs: OSTP, NSF, NOAA

Subcommittee on Integrated 
Management of                     

Ocean Resources

Co-Chairs: CEQ, NOAA, DOI, EPA
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Ocean Studies Board
•established by the National Research Council to 
advise the federal government on issues of ocean 
science, engineering, and policy
•explores the science, policies, and infrastructure 
needed to understand and protect coastal and 
marine environments and resources 
•undertakes studies at the request of federal 
agencies, Congress, or other sponsors, or upon its 
own initiative
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Illuminating the Hidden Planet: 

The Future of Seafloor 
Observatory Science

Committee on Seafloor 
Observatories: 

Challenges and Opportunities

(2000)
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Enabling Ocean 
Research in the 
21st Century:

Implementation of a 
Network of Ocean 

Observatories 
(2003)
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