
 

 

                                                                   First Search 
 
FirstSearch contains many databases on a wide range of subjects. Two important ones are ERIC and 
PsycINFO.  When you open any database in FirstSearch the screen defaults to the Advanced Search. 
Type your search term(s) in the first Search for box. 
The search in this example yields over 900 records. Modify with additional search words, limit years, or 
type of material covered, to obtain a more manageable search. In order to see the full citation and abstract 
of the record listed click on the underlined title. A small icon at the end of the entry indicates that NSU 
owns the item cited. 

 

A number of FirstSearch databases have links 
to full text. If there is full text, there will be a 
link below the title of the record saying 
ASCII Full text available. For ERIC and 
PsycINFO, users should be aware that most 
records in these databases are not linked to 
full text articles. Click on full-text to see the 
article. At this point, the article can either be 

printed from either the prompt at the top of the search screen or from the 
browser's "Print" button, downloaded, or emailed to any email account.  Users 
can even email the article to themselves! Always be sure to use the full email 
address and include a note about what 
you are sending in the comment box. 
Advanced Search 
You can use the advanced search 
features to modify a search. 

Proximity searching:  
In FirstSearch, there are two ways to search for a phrase: 
•  You can put the phrase in quotes: 
 “higher education”; “curriculum development”; “case 

studies” 
•  Or, you can use the letter w to search for two words as a phrase: 
  higher w education; curriculum w development; case w 

studies 
Field searching: In order to limit your search to a specific field in the record, you 
click on the gray button on the right box in the center of the screen. You will get a 
menu of choices 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Field Searching: In order to limit your search to a specific field in the record, you click on the gray button 
on the right box in the center of the screen. You will get a menu of choices. 
•  Year of publication: Users can limit their search to specific years. Go to the year box. Specify a 

specific year like 1998, select a range of years like 1980-1989, or select from a specific year until the 
current year by typing 1995-. 

•  Document type: Users can specify a specific type of document. This is 
particularly useful in the ERIC database where one may want to 
narrow their search to only journal articles or only ERIC documents.  

        To change the default, click on the gray button, and select another menu option. 
•  Boolean operators: You can use the Boolean 

operators, AND, OR, and NOT, to modify a 
search. Click on the gray button on the left side of 
the search box to get the pull-down menu: 

•  Use AND to narrow a search.  
 When you use AND, you are looking for 
both terms in the same record. 
  leadership and vision; mainstreaming and science 

•  Use OR to broaden a search.  
 When you use OR, you are looking for either term in the same record. 
  mainstreaming or inclusion; elementary education or secondary education 

•  Use NOT to eliminate records with a certain term for your set of results. 
Saturn not car; Venus not plant 

 
You can combine these various methods 
to modify and improve your search. 
Normally, a good search results in 
approximately 50 to 75 records. 
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