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Sigmon, Robert. Building Sustainable Partnerships Linking Communities and Educational 
Institutions (Corporation for National Service and National Society for Experiential Education, 
n.d. but probably 1998). 
 
USD and community partners as one of three teams on research on sustainable community 
partnerships from 1996-1998. 
 
"In the early '90s, NSEE saw that the service-learning movement was growing at such a rapid 
pace, it was hard to keep up. While excited by this expansion, we also were concerned. The 
concern put succinctly - how do we ensure that service-learning programs and projects were 
developed through a reciprocal, and therefore more authentic process, between educational 
institutions and community-based organizations? How can knowledge of and respect for the 
goals, needs, and values of all of the partners be achieved? We began to have conversations with 
members, conducted workshops at our national conferences and other training events, wrote 
articles in our quarterly journal, and had more conversations. The result - by 1995, we were 
ready to engage funders in a dialogue about the pressing need to address this issue of building 
authentic, sustainable partnerships. NSEE proposed a pilot project involving three communities 
where a team composed of a college/university, local school, and community-based 
organizations would both deepen and enhance their work together." 
 
Bailis, Lawrence.  Taking Service-Learning to the Next Level: Emerging Lessons from the 
National Community Development Program. (Corporation for National Service and National 
Society for Experiential Education, 2000). 
 
"During the past three years, the National Society for Experiential Education (NSEE) has worked 
with three teams of university, high school, and community agency representatives to develop an 
approach to creating sustainable partnerships, multi-sector partnerships that extend beyond any 
specific service-learning projects.   Numerous lessons are being learned.   But he most powerful 
lesson is also the simplest:   You can take service-learning to the next level by taking 
partnerships to the next level.   The NSEE experience in promoting sustainable partnerships 
makes it clear that sustainable partnerships promote solid, high quality service-learning 
experiences and a range of lessons that can guide others who may wish to adopt this approach in 
the future." 
 
Campus Compact Benchmarks For Campus/Community Partnerships Editor: Jan Torres 
Staff writer: Julia Schaffer 
(Providence, RI: Campus Compact, 2002) 
 
USD participated on one of eight teams to create benchmarks for partnership building. 
 
"The Wingspread Conference: In April 1998, Campus Compact convened a meeting at the 
Wingspread Conference Center in Racine, Wisconsin. Practitioners, selected because of their 
expertise in campus/community, partnerships, and Campus Compact staff gathered to examine 



the anatomy of campus/community collaborations.   Their goals were to identify benchmarks for 
the critical components of a genuine democratic partnership with communities; to discuss ways 
to integrate these partnerships with the academic mission of the university; and to develop 
strategies for sustaining the partnerships.   Through a competitive process, teams were selected 
as exemplary models of campus/community partnerships. The meeting was co-sponsored by the 
Johnson foundation and the corporation for Nation Service." 
 
 
Liu, J., Elliott, E., Loggins, J., & Nayve, C. "Toward Common Unity: From Silent to More 
Equitable Partnerships" in Metropolitan Universities Journal, p. 104-115. Spring 2006  
 
The Campus Compact Indicators of Engagement offer a unique opportunity to examine 
mechanisms that create transformational, "authentic, sustained partnerships" with our immediate 
communities. This important service-learning goal has the potential to change both the institution 
and the community (Enos and Morton 2003). Analyzing these partnerships often exposes 
inherently unequal power relationships between universities and lower socio-economic 
communities located nearby. Using these partnerships as a unit of analysis provides us with tools 
to moderate that power imbalance (Cruz and Giles 2000). 
 
Elliott, E., & Garcia, L. "Recruiting and Building a Team" in Students As Colleagues: Expanding 
the Circle of Service-Learning Leadership, (Campus Compact. 2006). 
 
The Student Leadership Program used by USD incorporates students from service-learning 
courses who take a 1-unit course and who collaborate with student site coordinators paid through 
work-study.  An account of the system used is given as well as learning outcomes observed from 
student responses. 
 
Sandy, Marie.  Community Voices: A California Campus Compact Study on Partnerships, Final 
Report.  (California Campus Compact and Corporation for National and Community Service, 
2007). 
 
See  http://www.cacampuscompact.org/cacc_publications/index.html 
 
“This study focuses solely on the community partner ‘side’ of community-campus partnerships. 
… Service-learning coordinators at eight diverse California campuses self-selected a total of 
ninety-nine experienced community partners to participate in fifteen focus groups to discuss their 
perspectives on community-campus partnerships.  … The study included partners that the 
researchers considered to be in the advanced stages of partnership that in order to have such 
longevity, would have considerable knowledge of partnership dynamics, barriers and facilitating 
factors.”    


